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PREFAOR 



** Thb observations of good old Mr. CJai* 
T068O huTO been read by myself and otheiis^ 
with that awAil revereiicewbicli is due to tbQ 
directioiis of one, who— having himself foimd 
the way, and being about to enter the kingdon^ 
of blessedness— is an^Qus to direct the muitir* 
tudes who! Would arrive at the same place. 
Ev^ry ^llabl^ lu^ a foroe, and comes with a^ 
irresistime authority '. — The whole is emphatict 
clear, and scriptural." — ^This is an extract from 
a letter, written by the late eminent Counsellor 
Drew, of JaiHaica, to his sister ; at whose re- 
<;^e8t my &thet h^d written to him; and of 
whom an interes^ng account will be found in 
a subsequent part of this volume; 

I have n<> knowledge of the conteiitsr of tHe 
letter which was written to Mr. Drew, but 
ddubt not th^ multijdied observation^ of the 
same kiiid alid (Quality, will be found in the ek^ 
Bxiing pa^es; am ir they be read by persona 
whose mmds are as simple and wpU^Usposed 
as hirwas, there is every. reascHi to believe they 
wfll 1)e receiv^ as clear, and, scrqitural— -felt to 
Baave foi^ce and authority— and be pronounced 
goodto the use of edifying. . Indeed }f the f^ 
Dion on this 3id)je6t be correct, which i^c^ 
tamsd in a letter: addressed to the JSditoi^ ' 
Terjr judiisious fiiendi there i^ a numerpur 
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of readers who are prepared to feel a greater 
interest in this little work, than could be felt 
by Mr. Drew and such as never saw my father's 
mce in the flesh. The respected writer says 
" I am glad you are about to publish a Memoir 
rf your kte excellent fether ; I hope to receive 
much comfort and benefit from; its perusal — as 
I doubt not thousands more will ; especially 
those who had the happiness of his acquamtance : 
The recollection of the man will render the 
Memoir doubly interesting. Of the many &- 
TOurs of Divine Providence, which demand my 
daily acknowledgment, his friaidship, which 1 
enjoyed so many years; stands in the foremost 
rank." Another intelligent frigid, who well 
knew him, remarked to me, *• If ever there was 
a man whose piety, and extraordinary usefol- 
ness, in that sphere of life in which he moved, 
deserved a bio^n™^phical record, your late vener- 
able &ther is me person." 

With such statements, it would be easy to 
swell these introductory pages. But while the 
Editor deems it unnecessary further to trouble 
the reader with suffrages of tins kind, he has 
considered those not uncalled £>r ; to justify the 
part he has taken, in bringing the volume before 
the public, — to bespeak Uie candid attention c^ 
the strange, — and also to remind the Christian 
reader t£it, as he is about to tread hallowed 
^ound, it is meet he should do it with that aw 
toI reverence which is only found in a devo- 
tional frame of mind. This is the more neces* 
aary, as the accmnolationof strong meat which 
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will be found in many of these pagpes, cannot be 
used by any, so as to grow thereby, xmtil it be 
sanctified by prayer to Him whose special grace 
alone conveys the requisite power to feS on 
Christ in the heart by &itL 

The subject of this Memoir was a Methodist 
—a warm, simple-hearted, old Wesleyan Me- 
thodist; and, therefore, nothing more or less 
than Methodism, in the old way, must be looked 
for here. Be it his fault or his excellence, my 
father was a passionate admirer of Mr. Wesley. 
Having been twenty years a member of the 
united society, before the death of that great 
man and great minister of Christ ; he was often 
one of those who followed him from place to 
place, and mingled among the overwhelming 
crowds, that hung upon his lips when he visited 
these parts. A diousand times, with streaming 
eyes, he would bless God for sending Mr. Wes- 
ley into Cornwall. The doctrines taught by 
him, he regarded as the pure truth of God ; and 
received them with his whole spirit and souL 
Mr. Wesley's Sermons and Hymn-Book were 
prized by him, perhaps, as highly as any earthly 
things ought to be. Their very existence was 
to him a continued subject of adoring gratitude. 

Present, free, and foil salvation, by simple 
&ith in the atonement, formed the tneme on 
which he dwelt with delight, and almost with- 
out iatermission ; more particularly during the 
last twenty-five years of his lengthened pilgrim- 
age. In receivmg the salvation of the Gospel, 
he had no opinion of delays, exceptions, <a 
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liniits. Ta the ffl^ntiialljr difleasdL of e^ht^c 
dalss, his constant cry was, "Come; for afl 
thmgs are now ready." He saw, in the stn»(g^ 
comiiianding light of &ith, Christ present, ahici, 
willing to save unto the i^brmost ; and there- 
fore, when he exclieiimed^ — 

** Believe, and all your sin's forgiyen ; 
Only believe, and yours is heaven ! " 

it often produced ail effett peculiarly his oWn*| 
111 no num's lip, whom I have h^rd speak on- 
matters of feith, cUd it ever appeal to me thiti 
the word ** believe" meant so miich ais in his.' 
When others said td the penitent, "Ybti ni^ist' 
believe," the Words often appiearect without force, 
and almoist without meaning'; bot nd soolier 
did he utter those, or similai* wdrcb, thak th^ 
wisdom of God was manifest, abd Gospel truth,' 
spoken in simplicity, frequently seemai like a- 
leaver that moved the world. Hence' th^ mul- 
titudes, of captive souls whd found almost inR 
stant liberty when they fell inld his hfeuids. 

To some who had no personcd kttowleSgei of 
his character, — ^haviilg never heard thdi wisdbioa 
and the spirit with which he spakfe of fidth iii 
the blood of Christ, — ^it may apjiisiair stfangei 
and perhaps scarcely credible, that sO many 
persons, variously inistructed and informed, and 
often long groaning under spiritual bondage, 
should find the joy of salvation, on their being 
introduced into his presence but a few minutes 
only: The sorrowful soul being brought out of 
darkness into marvellous lig^t, simply by the 
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ifiie' of two- of three rig&t woifla. lil' sdixii^ 
degree to account for this, it should be borne in' 
mind, 1. That, oh these occasions, his word? 
camei from a heart which fek the power of the 
liOrd was present to heal. His filling tedrd, 
his liifted hands, his afiecting emphasis, and 
every lineament of his countenance, declared 
rHAT to the sorrbwftil spirit whom he address- 
ed, and powerfully enforced the truth contained 
in his burning words. 2. His feith, no doubt, 
brought a'deffree of gracious aid to the helpless 
fibuL . To what extent our feith may be regard-^ 
ed while we seek the salvation of others, we 
haye.no means of ascertaining; but that it 
sqmetimes has an important bearing on the sub- 
ject; is eyident from the case of the man who 
was brought to Christ, sick of the pigJsy. Of 
the maii^s own faith, we hear nothing ; but of 
his. foi^ benevolent friends, who usecTsuch ex- 
;raordfnary exlertions to bring him to Jesus Chtist, 
liiswritteiji, " When Jesus sawtheir feith, he said 
t6 thesick ot the palsy. Son, thy sins are forgiven 
thee." Now, when a broken-hearted penitent 
was introduced to my fether, and h^ heard him 
iziquire, amidst the flowing of humble, contrite 
tears, ** What must I do to be saved?" he un- 
hesitatingly pointed him to th^ Lamb of God: 
cbfffidently beUeving that he could and would 
'save the soul that lay thirsting for salvation at 
the footstool of the mercy-seat: And i$ not 
"Jesuis Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever?" 3. On the first exercise or act of 
Mtlrby which the sinnet coiies t6 Christ, it ii 
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well known that the subject of this Memoir y 
apt to teach. He was most fruitful in expedients 
and illustrations, to help the understandmg and 
the confidence of the seeking souL A young 
man, a member of our society, one of much in^ 
telligence, and more than ordinary strength of 
* mind, who has since died in faith, observed to 
me one day in his affliction, " Until I saw your 
excellent father, it seemed to me I never met 
with any one whose exposition of faith came 
within the reach of my understanding; but his 
remarks on the nature of that important grace 
were clear and forcible in an extraordinary 
degree, commending themselves to my reason, 
as well as to my heart and conscience : And," 
he added, ** suffer me to say, If his papers shall 
fell into your hands, you will be guilty of an 
act of injustice to the world, if you do not give 
them to the public**^ 

His illustrations, which told so remarkably, 
were commonly of the most simple kind. En- 
tering into the house of a poor man, known to 
him to be deeply and sorrowfully concerned for 
the salvation of his soul, he found him blowing 
the fire, to assist in preparing the ordinary meal 
My father said to him, "John, if you had half 
as much feith in Jesus Christ as you have in 
those bellows, you would be set at liberty in a 
moment." This at once brought the subject of 
fiiith in Christ within the man's reach; in an 
>istant he saw — ^he felt — ^he believed — and was 
ived from all his sins and sorrows. It was in 
lis way he would seize on any thing open to 
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the senses, and in one 'way or other render it 
subservient to his great object, the brin^g of 
the soul to Jesus : ^d his deeply spiritual nund, 
clear conceptions of the subject, and great sim- 

: plicity of sou], rendered this mode of instruction 
nighfy interesting and profitable. 

I He would often put the person who was 

* eagerly inquiring after Christ, to read an ap- 

* propriate Scripture, or verse of a hymn ; telling 
nim, that he must try to read for himself IC 
at the first reading, his heart did not take hold of 
the truth, he would be required to read over 
the portion more carefully, again and again. 
In this way he has helped many a poor mourn- 
er over the bar of unbelief Closely ccmnected 
with this method of instruction, he luul another, 
which was equally successful: At some ap- 
posite turn of expression, he would stop short 
the sorrowful and heavy-laden reader, look him 
in the face, with the feelings of a devoutly melt- 
ing heart visible in his eyes, show him what 
was contained in, and his right to, what his lips 
had uttered ; and then, in the most persuasive 
and afiectionate manner, inquire if he did not 
perceive the meaning, and believe the gracious 
truth, contained in the words which had now 
dropped from his own lips. Thus many, ere 
they were aware, felt themselves gently borne 
from the fearful precipice of unbelief, and set 
dovm amidst the ocean of redeeming love. Of 
this I have an instance before me, detailed in a 
letter from one of my fether*s correspondents : 
The writer says of him, ** He went with me tc 
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pie jui M caoflot whom, I wBU3;in die Jbabit of 
Tisiting once a wedc , While we were there, a 
.woman* who was a near neighbour, came in ; 
jfOUT dear &ther, who was always ready &r 
:f^,oh work, asked her, I think, if she loved Grbd. 
8he said, 'Yes; but there is something I stHl 
Wjuit' . He said, * Come, and §it down by me, 
imd I will tell you all abput it.' ^e sat ioym 
|^xx>rdinglY, and he soon discovered she did 

Eot knowner giins were pardoned. lie told 
er, * You may receive this blessing no^.* 

. He ^entook our Hymn-^obk, opened to the 
durty-^ixth hymn, and put her tp r^sid the fourth 
y^rsa When she had read, * Thy debt is paid,* 

.lie put 1^ th;^Inb on the words which followed, 
looked her in the £9ice^ and inquired, if sbe thought 
It was paid f She burst ^ito a flood of tears, 
and was made happy from that n^oment I'his 

.,is many years ago, but his dear name is as pre- 
dous to her ps ever; and, l! may add, she is 
still a consistent member of the society.' 

There is ai^otber way in which he was 
jBometimes made a very great blessing to the 
sincere seekers of Grospel salvation ; it was, by 
clearly and femiUarlv pointing out to them the 
error into which they occasionally fell, of 
undervalu^lg, and overlooking, the good work 
which God had already wrought in them; and 
thus, by a voluntary humility, adding to their 

. pwn difficulties in the work of &ith. Anotlier 
extract, from the letter above referred to, will 
a^ord an foresting and profitable illustratioii 
of t^i^ r^n^ark: AiUr detailing the unsuccef^^ 
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kindled within, and presently, we were all in a 
blaze of love, shouting ana praising God to- 
gether; and, what is matter of greatest praise, the 
savour of the good then received we retain to 
this day." 

As to the true nature, the object, and the 
fruits of faith, he never misled the inquirer by 
new and strange notions, but uniformly kept in 
the good old way. With him the immediate 
and constant fruits of full Christian fidth, were, 
•♦ Pardon, and holiness, and heaven ; " the object 
of this &ith, ** Christ crucified ; " and as to the 
nature of it, he ever maintained that the power 
to believe was from God, that the act of bebeving 
was necessarily ours ; and that the former was 
received, and the latter performed, only in the 
spirit of prayer. St. Paul's definition of fidth, 
" Now faith IS the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen," Heb. xi 1, he 
greatly admired, and often quoted; and the 
marvellous effects of faith detailed in that chapter 
were much his theme in life and in death. Faith 
subdued all his evils, repaired all his breaches, 
supported and solaced him under all his trials 
and sorrows, made the fiihiess of Christ all his 
own, and empowered him with an ability to be- 
come an immense blessing to multitudes ; hence 
the prominence which he gave to it in his public 
addresses, his private conversations, and spiri- 
tual letters • and hence, also, the bold relief in 
which it will be found the grace of fidth stands 
in the subsequent narrative. Should there be 
any who call for a defence of this peculiarity 
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in the hook, we may refer them for sueh a da* 
fence to the example contained in the teaching 
of Jesus Christ and the apostles. 

Of all the Weslejran tenets, none was received 
by my fiither more heartily than the doctrine of 
Christian Perfection. He saw it with the eyed 
that compiled the Wesle3ran Hymn-Book, and, 
throughout his long Christian career, he held it 
to be just as important as Mr. Wesley himself 
did, when he sajd, ** It is the grand depositum 
which Grod has given to the people called Me- 
thodists ; and chiefly to propagate this, it ap- 
pears, God raised them up." ** Where it is not 
preached, there is seldom any remarkable bles- 
sing of God ] and, consequently, little addition 
to' the society, or little life in the members of it 
Speak, and spare not. Let not regard to any 
man induce you to betmy the truth of God. Till 
you press believers to expect full salvation naw^ 
you must not look for any revival." " That 
point — that we may be saved from all sin in this 
life— can hardly ever be insisted upon in 
preaching or prayer without a particular bles- 
sing. Honest J. B. firmly believes this doctrine : 
but I wish, when opportunity serves, you would 
encourage him, 1. To preach Christian perfec- 
tion constantly, strongly, explicitly : 2. Explicitly 
to assert and prove, that it may be receival now: 
And, 3, That it is to be received by simple 
iaith* Into all this pious ardour tor " perfect 
holiness of heart by faith, now," my father ^i- 

♦ Wesley's Works; Vol. xii. p. 354; Vol. xiii* 
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tared with the full tide (^feeHng and of convic- 
tiOD. Jt was no matter of speculation with him. 
He had felt his want of such a blessing as is 
understood by the words Christian perfection, 
entire sanctification, or perfect love. Unaided 
by human teaching, he searched the Scriptures, 
and ibund that God had clearly promi^ it : 
by the prayer of &ith he applied to the throne 
of grace for it ; and the Spirit of holiness, with 

florious power and demonstration, revealed it in 
is heart Hence, neither men nor devils, 
could shake his fiuth in the verity of this doc- 
trine ; nor could his tongue, or humble pen, be 
silent in recommending it to all believers with 
whom he had intercourse ; and his success in 
this forms one of the most striking features of 
his brief history. 

From his distinct profession on this point, to- 
gether with the large developement of his ex- 
perience contained in this volume, some little 
instruction perhaps may be gained on the prac- 
tical bearings of the doctrine. As fiir as his 
views and experience go, we learn, 1. That 
perfect love admits of a direct and satisfactory 
testimony from the Spirit, as to the time when 
God accomplishes the great work within us. 
2. That £iith alone is the condition and in- 
strument of its application. 3. That it does not 
make man independent of the atonement; but on 
the contrary increases the believers conscious- 
ness of its necessity, and inestimable worth; 
inasmuch as the hobness of God, the purity 
and extent of the law the sinfulness of sin, and 
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the defects of out lives, are better understood. 
4 That a present profession of enjoyment of the 
blessing is not responsible for j^lures, past, or 
to come. He that can now say, " In me verily 
is the love of God perfected," may have often 
grieved the Spirit, since he first knew this great 
salvation by experience, and may again cast 
away his confidence, and feel a return of the 
carnal mind ; for he stands only one moment 
at a time, and that moment by a faith whose 
life depends on our constancy in watching unto 
prayer. 5. That in the time of temptation 
when the soul is stripped of the joyous witness 
of the blessing, it is our privilege and duty to 
go at once to the atoning sacrifice, and exercise 
a bold and firm reliance on Christ, for present 
and full salvation; and that this faith brings 
that blessed inward witness, the absence of 
which was a little before so sensibly felt. 
6. That when the believer has sustained a spi- 
ritual loss, and is conscious he has given way 
to sin, on the first perception of it, he should 
humbly, but instantly, fly to the blood that 
maizes the wounded whole, resting therein and 
agonizing in prayer, till the soul be again 
completely restored. 7. That although the 
enjoyment of perfect love does not admit of out- 
ward or inward sin, properly so called, yet it 
admits of a strong conviction of the presence of 
numberless short-comings and infirmities ; and 
requires a vivid perception of the evil of our 
fallen nature, the aggravation of sins that are 
past, and the judgment for which they are cod 
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timidly calling, should we be fotmd one mo- 
ment separate irom the blood of sprinkling. 

As Mousehole is so often mentioned in the 
ensuing pages, it will doubtless be an object of 
interest to some rej^ders; and, therefore, a brief 
notice of it here may not be unacceptable. It 
lies about three miles south-west of Penzance/ 
on the shore of Mount's Bay. Prior to the 
reign of Glueen Elizabeth, when it was burned 
by the Spaniards, history informs us, it was a 
town of considerable notoriety. It is very plea- 
santly situated ; and, at present, bears the cha- 
racter of a compact, interesting village; contain- 
ing about one thousand inhabitants, whose sub- 
sistance is derived almost entirely from fishing. 
Upwards of fifty years the Methodists have hsA 
there a numerous society; which has uniformly 
borne a very high character for its Christiaa 
simplicity, and intelligent, fervent, and stable 
piety. Its number was small, not exceeding 
twenty, when my father, sixty-four years ago, 
first united himself to it. Their place of wor- 
ship ^vas then a small room in a dwelling house. 
Soon afterwards they removed into a disagree- 
able place, used as a cellar for curing fish. After 
awhile, they fitted up for public worship a large 
upper room, the beams of which gave way, 
with a tremendous crash, the first time the 
CQngregation assembled in it My &ther was 
present on the occasion : No lives were lost by 
the accident Their first chapel was built in 
1783, at the time the Rev. Joseph Taylor, sen., 
travelled in CornwuU ; whose labours were znueh 
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In the perusal of the following personal 
narrative, it should be borne in mind, that, as an 
Author, my fiither laboured under peculiar dis- 
advantages; such, indeed, I apprehend, as 
cannot be easily paralleled in the history ot 
literature. Here is the singular instance of a 
man writing a volume for the instruction of the 
world, and raising himself into very extensive 
notoriety and esteem by his epistolary corres* 
pondence; who, at the advanced age of ^ixty- 
five, had never written a single sentence! At 
this period the utmost performance of his pen 
was to mark his class-book, or class-paper; and, 
on a rare occasion, when circumstances required 
something of the kind, to put together, with 
much effort, the letters of the alplmbet which 
composed his name. As he used with much 
regularity to mark his class-paper, when he 
returned from meeting, and commonly filled up 
the ruled interstices with the letter P, I remem- 
ber my mother used now and then humorously 
to rally him about the extent of his penman- 
ship ; telling him, the utmost he could, do was 
to make P*s. To this circumstance, however, 
by rendering him somewhat familiar with the 
use of a pen, I am inclined to believe, we are, 
in a great degree, indebted for the benefit which 
he has conferred on others, by his subsequent 
rather voluminous writing. In page 276 al- 
lusion is made to the circumstance which fin| 
called forth the use of his pen. From um 
hour an avenue of new pleasure and usefulness 
^ open to his active and benevolent mind; 
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and now thousands of closely written pages in 
his hand-writing attest how pioosly and dili« 
gently he improved it He, indeed, presents 
the remarkable phenomenon of a person who, 
with great diligence, toUed in bunness abore 
lialf a century, acquired a sufficiency to retire 
with credit and cc»n£»t to himself; and who, 
with his pen, filled up volumes, and wrote 
hundreds of letters; and yet I believe not a 
page or a letter was ever written by him on 
any other topic than experimental and practical 
godliness I Surely this is one way of showing 
now fully he ** counted all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
his Lord." 

After this statement respecting the origin of 
the book, it is presumed with some de^ee of 
confidence, that the literary reader's indulgence 
will not be asked in vain. The more impor- 
tant part of writing a free and perspicuous 
communication of his thoughts, my fiuher readily 
mastered ; yet^ from the great simplicity of his 
mind, and the fervour of his soul, ne was 
generally drawn out too eagerly to grasp at 
things, to pay much attention to orthography, 
or the arrangement of words in a senti^ce ; 
Still, such was the obviotis improvement which 
he made, in every department of writing, during 
the first few ypars aft^r he connnenced what 

«y be ino^nsively termed his literary life, 
1 1 think it likely, had any one attempted to 
gire him, at seventy-five, only a rexj few lessons 
on the subject, he wmU have reooily leame'' 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



to write with considerable conrectness. In the 
mechanical psrt of the art of writin|^, he excell- 
ed most siien of his standing in me. I have 
before me a letter on a post sheet, which 
wa» addressed to me f it contains upwards of 
two hundred linesi or more matter dian is con- 
tained in ten of the |fritrted pasei$ of this book; 
and yet so carefully is the whole written, and 
so distinctly are the letters formed, that it is 
just as legible, and can be read with as mnc& 
ease^ as a plain letter from a clever school-boy. 

As my Other's letters were 86 numerous, 
and mostly so lengthy, and h&vB in general 
been so carefully presenred by his afTectionate 
correspondents, it would have been very easy 
to prdduoe a volume two or three times the 
size of the present The few whidi are inserted 
will serve as a specimen ol his pious ezer«> 
tions in the epistolary way. Slu)Uld any of hiii 
friends be disappointed at not finding thei^ 
letters here, afker diey had kindly fonvarded 
them for the use of the Editor, his apology is, 
he feared t6 jiwell the book to tnich a magnittide 
as would aecessarily make its price tbo gri^ 
for a numerous class of persons, to whom it will 
probAly be most useful ; and by whom it is 
likely to be most highly prized. 

In preparing the manuscripts foif publication, 
lh» Editor has fek it to be highly important to 
refrain as much as possible from altering the 
language : that the narrator may, in his own 
words* tell his own simply a»bcting story. 
Where netteBiy rotrieAehinentt^alul correetionai 
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bave required a few verbal alterations, tk^e 
lias been no interference with the obvioug 
meaning of the writer. . 

The Editor cannot conclude his work^^^^in 
which he has felt unvTontedpbasnreand profit, 
«— without expressing his hope, that this little 
Yolume^however unpretending and defective in 
a literary point of view, will prove a blessing 
unto many. The memoir of such a man can- 
not be read by the well-disposed, without feel- 
ing something of the sacred unction which 
fimpwed him from place to place, ircka house 
to house, and- from one class to another ; and 
which rested upon him in his secret intercourse 
with Gk>d. His personal friends will drop a 
tear over many of the incidents which he nas 
recorded ; and calling to mind how often the 
holy fire warmwl their hearts, when he was 
present, to join in their devotions, they will feel 
a momentary return of the vital joys connected 
with the many happy opportunities now passed 
into the rear of time. To his own children in 
the &ith, no doqbt^ this record will yield some^ 
thing more than a momentary pleasure: Hid 
own pious and telling narrative: his instruc- 
tions, admonitioins, and prayers, followed by his 
triumphant death, will attract and impel them 
toward that heavenly rest, where they expect 
soon to meet again their beloved father in the 
Gospel And as to such as have been unfaith- 
ful in improving the grace 'irhicdr tliey once 
rrofcssed to rec^ve through hfe instruihentality, 
am inclined to hope and: toibelieve lihat some 
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of them wilt be hereby again qtucKiened, and 
restored to the liberty and enjoyment of the 
salvation of God. With respect to the thou- 
sands of the unsaved, whom he personally and 
earnestly warned and admonished, it is likely 
it will fell into the hands of many of them ; and 
I pray God that the perusal of it may bring 
their vows to their remembrance, and rivet on 
their consciences the solemn and important 
truths which their ears once heard from his 
thrilling voice. The pious reader, who per- 
sonally knew him not, will doubtless soon re- 
cognise a kindred spirit, and " glorify God in 
him." 



When the writer of the following narrative 
had delivered his papers into the hands of the 
Editor, he requested that, if it should be deemed 
proper to publish them, the profits of the pub- 
lication might be given to promote the spread 
of the kingdom of Christ in the eartk It is 
therefore proposed, that if any profit accrue to 
the publisher by this edition, it shall be appro- 
priated to the funds of the Wesleyan-Methodist 
Missionary Society. 2. The Editor would take 
this opportunity of observing, that if any of his 
fethers friends should find, on perusmg the 
Memoir, that such interesting mcidents are 
omitted as they think it would be profitable to 
publish, he would be happy to receive from 
them such accotmts in writing ; that they may 
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be inserted, should a second edition be called 
for. 3. The portrait is intended to represent 
him in his usual animated conversation with 
one who is seeking " instruction in righteous- 
ness." It was drawn by a Mend at Helston ; 
partly from recollection and partly from 
sketches and miniatures previously taken, and 
is deemed a good likeness. The autograph 
and the text of Scripture are a fac simile, or 
accurate specimen, of his hand-writing. For 
the gratification of such personal friends and 
others, as may desire to possess the portrait 
separately from the volume, and in its most 
perfect state, a few fine proof impressions, on 
large India paper, have been taken off, and may 
be had of the publisher, at Is, each. 

Redruth, July IQth, 1835. B. C. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



MEMOIR 

OF 

MR. WILLIAM CARVOSSO. 



CHAPTER L 

When I have lately reflected on the forbearance 
of God, in sparing me while I lived without 
him, amidst innumerable sins and provocations, 
more than twenty years ; and have also consi- 
dered the amazing display of his mercy and 
love, during nearly half a century, since I first 
fled as a poor penitent sinner to Jesus Christ for 
pardon and salvation ; I have felt an ardent 
aesire to write down something of his kind deal- 
ings towards me ; and more especially so since 
my dear son requested me to do it. Convinced in 
my own mind it is a duty so to do, I now sit 
down to make the attempt. I can appeal to 
Thbe, O thou Searcher of hearts, that in this 
matter I aim at nothing but thy glory; and 
my earnest prayer is, that to what I write thou 
wouldst give tny blessing for thy own name's 
sake. Ajnen. 

I WAS bom March 1 1, 1750, near Mousehole, 
in the parish of Paul, county of Cornwall. Of 
my father I knew but little. He went to sea, in 
a trading vessel, when I was very young, and 
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was afterwards taken by a press-gang, and put 
on board a man-of-war. He continued in the 
king's service many years, and died in Green- 
wich hospital. My mother was a churchwo- 
man, and one I trust who feared God, and found 
her way to heaven. We were four brothers and 
one sister. I was the youngest of the femily, 
and till I was ten years of age lived with my 
mother ; who during this time, carefully taught 
me to read. A respectable farmer, of the same 
parish, now requested me to come and live 
with him ; to this I cheerfully consented. Aflet 
awhile my master became very earnest about 
having an indenture for me ; and, just at this 
time, my feither happening to come into Ply- 
mouth, he went up to him, and got me bound 
till I was eighteen years of age. Three years 
after this my master died ; but, as I was treated 
with great kindness, I remained in the &mily 
eleven years. During this time, I was borne 
down by the prevailing sins of the age ; such as 
cock-fighting, wrestling, card-playing, and Sab- 
bath-breaking ; and though I cannot recollect 
that during this period I heard a sermon by a 
Methodist preacher, yet I was a regular atten^ 
dant at my parish church. 

When I reflect on these years of my life, I 
camiot but praise Grod for his kind providence 
over me while I knew him not. How often am 
I constrained to say, — 

** Through hidden dangers, toils, and death, 
Thou, Lord, hast gently clear'd my way ! " 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR* W1LXXAM OARTOMO. 81 

Twice I was near being diowned; once, when 
a child, by &lling into a river; once by at- 
tempting to cross over Hayle, on horselwck, 
when the tide was too high : This was a very 
narrow escape. On another occasion I was 
thrown from a horse ; and taken up for dead. 

In the year 1771 the Lord was pleased, in 
his mercy, to conyert my sister ; and having 
tailed tluit the Lord was gracious, she came 
from Gwinear,^ a distance of twelve miles, to tell 
us of the happy news, and to warn us to flee 
from the wrath to come. On enteringmy mother's 
house on the Sabbath morning, I was not a little 
surprised to find my sister on her knees prajrinff 
witn my mother and brothers. After ^e had 
concluded, she soon began to inquire what pre- 
paration I was making for eternity. I was 
quite at a loss for an answer. She then asked 
me if I attended the preaching of the Methodists. 
I told her I did not Upon this she particularly 
requested me to go that night "And be sure," 
says she, "you hear for yourself."* As the 
evening drew on, I felt a very strong desire to 
go to the preachW, which was at Newlyn, in 
a room on the Msddem side of the river. As 
soon as I entered the place, I stead&stly fixed 
my eyes on the preacher, who was Mr. Thomas 

* In the same fervent spirit in which this ezellent 
"woman commenced her Christian career, she con^ 
tinned to the end. Her subsequent life evinced that 
she could suffer^ as well as do, the will of her Master. 
She was " a burning and a shining light ;" and 
finished her course in the triumph of faith, after she 
had " walked in the fear of the Lord and in the com- 
fort of the Holy ah#st" about eighteen years.— B? 
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|br Christ, ai Ihoi^gfe dW 4^4 b^e^cfc yQtt by 
Vj^; w^ p?cay yow ia Chri^t'^ lAes^A, te y« rwO«r 
cil^ po Goi'^ Th(e wprd q^iejc^ rpijbeKjl my 
Jbe^rt-^ th^ scales feU pff fifojn my ^y^ ; a«4 1 
saV apd felt I wfts la " th« gall qi }^\t^^pi^m$ l 
^d ui the boi4 pf ip^quky.V i lis^^^c^ a ^ht 
pf the d^nming imtu^e ojf 919, ftn4 what J h$d 
doae against c£?d, that I W»8 afrftjd the mxlh 
would have opeixed mi swallc^w^d nv9 up. I 
the^ made a ^^jleimi pr<^9^ tp -^e Xioid, tksXiS 
he would spare me I wpuld «enri$ him all mj 
daj8. I now gave up my 9im$ iap4 all m^ olA 
companions, at a stroke ] and at pace 4eterflciin,€i4* 
if I caold 3pe any one gQing tP h^von, I wouW 
join him. For ^y^elf I was determined to g9 
to heaven, cost what it would. That nighit J 
ha4 a hard strnggle with aatan. ahofut praying 
before I went injto bed. He ^appewM as if laj^ 
wa^ by mp, a^ laboured to terrify me with h^ 
pr£sencp, and the cross pf ^e duty ; but th^ 
Xiord helped n^ agaii^ the temptatipn, by ap^ 
plying that portion pf Scripture, -^*liet ywur 
light so ^ne before men th^ they amy see 
your ^ood works," ^. Satan mstantly fledt 
jand I fell on my knejcis. It wpulid be too te-^ 
dious to mention every thjing that passed, and all 
my inward struggles, before I found the Lord. 
i suffered much for many days, but about the 
space of eight hours before I received the par^ 
don of sin, I might say with David, ** The paios 
of hell gat hold upon me f and the adversary 
of my soul harassed ma with this temptation, 
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••The day of grace is pasiied ;' it is now too late.^' 
1 had no one to instruct or encourage me, no 
one to point me to Christ ; I knew nothing of 
the way of faith, nor had I been at a class-meet- 
ing. I remember, however, that in the midst of 
the conflict, I said, in answer to the powerful 
suggestions of the devil, ** I am determined, 
whether .1 am saved or lost, that, while I have 
breath, I will never cease crying for mercy." 
The very moment I formed this resolution in 
my heart, Christ appeared within, and God par- 
doned all my sins, and set my soul at liberty. 
The Spirit itself now bore witness with my spirit 
that I was a child of God. This was about 
nine o'clock at night. May 7, 1771 ; and never 
shall I forget that happy nour. 

From experience I now well knew that satan 
was a " roaring lion,'' but I was not yet aware 
of his being able to " transform himself into an 
angel of light." He now told me, I must not 
declare what I had experienced ; that if I did, I 
should at once fall into condemnation. I was 
caught in the snare, and without the leeist hesi- 
tation I said, " Then I will take care not to 
mention it." For two days I kept it from my 
brother, who lived in the same family, and was 
labouring under the same distress of mind as 
that from which I had been delivered. But 
overhearing some friends at Mousehole, after 
the}'- came out of a meeting, talk on the subject 
of their knowing; their sms forgiven, I was 
drawn to join in the conversation, and told them 
of what I had felt. The delusion under which 
3 
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I laboured now vanished, and I at once saw the 
matter in a scripture light: That "no man 
lighteth a candle and putteth it under a bushel ;" 
but, that as with the heart man believeth imto 
righteousness, so " with the mouth confession is 
nuide unto salvation." 

Here I would remark, how wonderful is 
God's method of saving sinners, and spreading 
the knowledge of his grace ! My sister was 
converted at the distance of many miles from 
us ; but, in the fulness of her heart, she came 
that distance to tell us what g^eat things the 
Lord had done for her, and to invite us to par- 
take of the same salvation. The Lord was 
pleased to bless her visit, and make it instru- 
mental in bringing my brother Benedict and 
myself to the knowledge of the truth. 

My brother and I both joined the society at 
Mousehole at the same tima At this period 
the society there was very small, consisting of 
one class only. In this class the principal per- 
sons, whose names I can recollect, were John 
Harvey and his wife, (in whose house both the 
class-meeting and preaching were held,) Jacob 
George and his wife, Joseph Beaden and his 
V wife, John Yeom*en and his two daughters, and 
Richard Wright, who afterwards became a 
travelling preacher, and was one of the first 
who went to America. 

In the same happy frame of mind, which 
God brought me into at my conversion, I 
went on for the space of three months, not ex- 
pecting any more conflicts ; but, O, how greatly 
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was I mistaken ! I was a young recruit, and 
knew not of the warfare I had to engage in. 
But I was soon taught that I had only eiuisted 
as a soldier to fight for King Jesus ; and that 
I had not only to contend with satan and the 
world from without, but with inward enemies 
also ; which now began to make no small stir. 
Having never conversed with any one who 
enjoyed purity of heart, nor read any of Mr. 
Wesley's works, I was at a loss both with res- 
pect to the nature, and the way to obtain the 
blessing of full salvation. From my first setting 
out in the way to heaven, I determined to be a 
Bible Christian ; and though I had not much 
time for reading many books, yet I blessed God, 
I had his own word, the Bible, and could look 
into it. This gave me a very clear map of the 
way to heaven, and told me that ** without 
holiness no man could see the Lord." It is 
impossible for me to describe what I suffered 
from " an evil heart of unbelief" My heart 
appeared to me eis a small garden with a large 
stump of a tree in it, which had been recently 
cut down level with the ground, and a little 
loose earth strewed over it. Seeing something 
shooting up I did not like, on attempting to 
pluck it up, I discovered the deadly remains of 
the carnal mind, and v/hat a work must be done 
before I could be " meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light." My inward nature ap- 
peared so black and sififul, that I felt it impossi- 
ble to rest in that state. Some, perhaps, will 
imagine that this may have arisen from the 
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watit of the knowledge 6f forgiveness. Tlia^ 
could not be the case, for I never had one doubt 
of my acceptance ; the witness was so clear, that 
satan himself knew it was in vain to attack me 
from that quarter. I had ever kept in remem^ 
fcrance, — 

* The blessed hour, when from above 
I first redeived the pledge of love." 

What I now wanted was " in^^'ard holiness ;" and 
for this I prayed and searched the Scriptures. 
Among the number of promises, which I found 
in the Bible, that gave me to see it was my pri- 
vilege to be saved from all sin, my mind was 
particularly directed to Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27: 
** Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean : from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you : And I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and 
do them." This is the great and precious pro- 
mise of the eternal Jehovah, and I laid hold of 
it, determined not to stop short of my privilege ; 
for I saw clearly the will of God was my 
sanctification. The more I examined the Scrip- 
tures, the more I was convinced that without 
holiness there could be no heaven. Many were 
the hard struggles which I had with unbelief, 
arid satan told me that if I ever should get it, I 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAll CA&VOSSO. 3/ 

should uever be able to retain it ; but keeping 
close to the word of God, with earnest prayer 
and supplication, the Lord gave me to see that 
nothing short of it would do in a djring hour 
and the judgment-day. Seeing this, it was my 
constant cry to God that he would cleanse my 
heart from all sin. and make me holy, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ. I well remember return- 
ing one night from a meeting, with my ()ain4 
freatly distressed from a want of the blessing : 
turned into a lonely barn to wrestle with God 
in secret prayer. While kneeling on the thresh- 
ing floor, agonizing for the great salvation, this 
promise was applied to my mind, " Thou art 
all fair, my love ; there is no spot in thee." But, 
like poor Thomas, I was afraid to believe, lest 
I should deceive myself O what a dreadful 
enemy is unbelief! Thomas was under its 
wretched influence only eight days before Jesus 
appeared to him ; but I was a fortnight afler 
this groaning for deliverance, and saying, " O 
wretched man that T am, who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?" I yielded to un- 
belief; instead of looking to Jesus, and believing 
on him for the blessing ; not having then clear- 
f iy discovered that the witness of the Spirit is 
I God's gifl, not my act, but given to all who ex- 
ercise faith in Jesus and the promise made 
through him. At length, one evening, while 
engaged in a prayer-meeting, the great deliver- 
ance came. I began to exercise faith, by be- 
lieving " I shall have the blessing now." Just 
at that moment a heavenly influence filled the 
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Mousehole ]h, was like being brought from tfae 
land of Gosnen into a dry and barren wiWef- 
hess. There was no chapel in the neighbour- 
hood; but at a farm-house, about three quarters 
of a mile distant, we had preaching once a fort- 
night. Here was a little class, feeble and des- 
titute enough; for it had no leader^ (he havings 
been removed some time before,) and not one ol 
the members could even assist in holding a 
Jprayer-meeting. When I beheld these few 

Eoor sheep in the wilderness without a shep- 
erd, I began to discover the reason why Go^ 
had brought me from the distance of twenty-six 
miles, and fixed mc In this place. 

I took the charge of the little class, and went 
on for some years without seeing much good 
done. At length, two pious men came into 
the neighbourhood for a short time to work, and 
I was led, in rather a singular manner, and 
without knowing their characters, to give them 
lodging at my house. With their help, a 
prayer-meeting was now commenced; and 
about this time, I saw it my duty, though the 
Lord had given me but one talent, to attempt in 
the prayer-meetings to give a word of exhorta* 
tion. I saw sinners perishing without repent- 
ance, and the Lord seemed to say to me, " Their 
blood will I require at thy hands." With fear and 
trembling I opened my mouth to beseech them 
to flee from the wrath to come. And soon after, 
to our great joy, it pleased the Lord to convince 
and convert a few souls, and add them to our 
little number. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WltLUW CARYOSSO. 41 

It was about this time that the Lord cond^' 
scended to hear prayer, and convert ray two 
elder children. Returning one night from the 
quarterly-meeting love-feast at Redruth, in com- 
pany with a pious friend, he told me he had the 
tmspeakable happiness the night before to wit- 
ness the conversion of his young daughter while 
he held her in his arms. I informed him I had 
two children who were getting up to mature 
age, but I was grieved to say I had not yet seen 
any marks of a work of Goa upon their minds. 
His reply I shall never forget : — " Brother," 
says he, ** has not God promised to pour his 
Spirit upon thy seed, and his blessing upon thy 
offspring?" The words went through me in 
an unaccountable manner ; they seemed to take 
hold of my heart : I ffit as if I had not done my 
duty, and resolved to make a new effort in 
prayer. I had always prayed for my children : 
but now I grasped the promise with the hand 
of feith, and retired daily at special seasons to 
put th(B Lord to his word. I said nothing of 
what I felt, or did, to any one but the Searcher 
of hearts, with whom I wrestled in an agony of 
prayier. About a fortnight after I had been 
thus engaged with God, being at work in the 
field, I received a message from my wife, in- 
forming me that I was wanted within. When 
1 entered the house, my wife told me, " Grace is 
above stairs, apparently distressed for something J 
but nothing can be got from her, but that she 
must see father." • Jifdge of my feelings, when 
I found my 4^ugbter a weeping; penitent at the 
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feet of Jesus. On seeing me she exclaimed, 
•* O fiaher, I am afraid I shall go to hell I " 
The answer of my full heart was, " No, glory 
be to God, I am not afraid of that now.*' She 
said she had felt the load of sin about a fortnight, 
and that now she longed to find Christ I 
pointed her to the true Physician, and she soon 
found rest through faith in the atoning blood. 
My eldest son h^ hitherto been utterly careless 
about the things of God, and associated with 
youths of a similar disposition of mind ; but 
now he became the subject of a manifest 
change ; he cast off his old companions ; and 
one Sunday afternoon, just before I was going 
to meet my class, he came to me with a sorrow- 
ful mind, and expressed his desire to go with 
me to the class-meeting : He did go, and that 
day cast in his lot with the people of God ; and, 
blessed be his holy name, they both continue 
to this day. 

The society had now considerably increased, 
and the barren wilderness began to rejoice. We 
had two large classes, but no one had yet arisen 
to assist me as a leader. We had now preaching 
twice a week, and the place where we assembled 
became too small for the congregation, and 
there was also much uncertainty about our be- 
ing able to occupy it much longer : I therefore 
saw it my duty to do my utmost to sfet a little 
chapel erected, before the Lord should remove 
me from them. After much labour Qind anxiety, 
a suitable spot was procured for the purpose. 
To build the chapel was a great work for us ; 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAM CARY08S0. 43 

but by labour, giving what we could, and beg- 
ging of those whom the Lord inclined to help u% 
we at length saw the blessed work accom- 
plished. And now that I beheld the desire of 
my heart given me, O how did I rejoice and 
exult in the God of my salvation ! 

The work of the Lord prospered more and 
more in the society ; and I now began to feel a 
particular concern for the salvation of my 
younger son. I laid hold by faith on the same 
promise which I had before done, when plead- 
mg for my other children, and went to the same 

Slace to call upon my God in his behalf One 
ay while I was wrestling with God in mighty 
prayer for him, these words were applied with 
power to my mind : " There shall not a hoof be 
left behind." I could pray no more ; my prayer 
was lost in praises ; in shouts of joy and, " Glory, 
glory, glory ! the Lord will save all my family ! " 
while I am writing this, the silent tears now 
down from my eyes. — His life was quite moral, 
I could not reprove him for any outward sin. 
In his leisure hours his delight was in studying 
different branches of useful knowledge; but 
this though good in its place, was not religion ; 
I knew his heart was yet estranged from God. 
After the answer I had in prayer, I waited 
some time, hoping to see the change effected in 
him as it was in his sister and brother ; but was 
not taking place according to my expectations, 
I felt my mmd deeply impressed with the duty 
of taking the first opportunity of opening my 
mind to him, and talking closely to him aboi' 

uzed by Google 



^* 



44 MEJIOIE OS 

eternal things. I accordingly came to him on 
one occasion when he was, as usual, engaged 
with his books: and with my heart deeply, 
affected, I asked him if it was not time for him 
to enter upon a life of religion. I told him 
** with tears," that I then felt my body was failing, 
and that if any thing wouid distress my mind 
in a dying hour, it would be the thought of 
closing my eyes in death before I saw him con- 
verted to God. This effort the Lord was pleas- 
to bless: the truth took hold of his heart; he 
went with me to the class-meeting, and soon 
obtained the knowledge of salvation by the remis- 
sion of his sins. This was a matter of great 
joy and rejoicing to me and my dear wifej 
we had now the unspeakable happiness of seeing 
all our dear children converted to God, and 
travelling in the way to heaven with us. 

Our place of worship now again became too 
strait for us; and the society and friends oi 
God's cause had so increaaed, that after much 
deliberation it was resolved to pull down the 
chapel that had been erected a few years before, 
and build a much larger one on the same site, 
and attach a burying-ground to it. This was 
done accordingly ; but I did not take so promi- 
nent a part in it as on the former occasion ; 
God had now raised up others to take this bur- 
'en from me. 

In the month of June, 1813, it pleased the 

Mi to visit me with a severe and heavy trial, 
bereaving me of my dearly beloved wife. 

^^jed of that painful disease, a cancer in the 
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ireast. In the beginning of her complaint, 
two phvsieians were consulted ; but, by reason 
of a difierence of opinion between them, it was 
never cut out. For eighteen months she suf- 
fered at times indescribably; but the Lord 
wonderfully supported her. She bore up under 
her affliction in a most astonishing manner. 
Such were the manifestations of the Divine pre- 
sence to her soul, that in the midst of her se- 
yerest sufferings, she would often sweetly sing 
her fevourite hymns : and so loud as to be heard 
over all the house. •* The God of Abraham 
praise" was the hymn she much delighted in 
singing ; especially these two verses : — 

" The God of Abraham praise, 
Whose all-suflBicient grace 
Shall guide me all my happy days 
In all his ways. 
He calls a worm his friend, 
He calls himself my God ; 
And he shall save me to the end, 
Through Jesus* blood. 

" He by himself hath sworn, 
I on his oath depend ; 
I shall, on eagle's wings upborne, 
To heaven ascend : 
I shall behold his face, 
I shall his power adore, 
And sing the wonders of his grace 
For evermore." 

One morning when distracted by pain, she 
said, " Do not trouble yourself about my ever- 
lasting state, for the Lord has "^iven me such 
an assurance of hope, that should pain be per- 
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mitted utterly to deprive me of my reason, I 
know I should go to heaven." A short time 
before she expired, she called me and my son 
Benjamin to her bed-side, and requested us to 
sing that beautiful hymn, — 

" Let earth and heaven ag:ree.*' 

She sweetly joined with us as &r as her strength 
would admit ; and the triumph of faith and love 
contained in the hymn appeared the language 
of her heart. Just before she fell asleep in 
Jesus, she said, " The rest shall be glorious." 
I was enabled, without a murmuring thought, 
to offer her up unto the Lord as his own gift, 
in the full assurance of faith, that we should 
soon meet in heaven to part no more for ever. 
She was the first person interred in the Ponsa- 
nooth burying-ground ; and I intend that my 
body shall be put in the same grave when I die ; 
that we may sleep together till the great day 
when the " trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible;" and we, and 
I trust all our dear children with us, shall fly 
up and be for ever with the Lord.* 

Soon af\er this, in the beginning of the year 
1814, a great and glorious revival broke out at 
Redruth, and spread to various parts of Corn- 
wall. It was such a revival as my eyes never 
saw before. I call it " a glorious revival," for 
such it proved to my own soul ; my feith was 

♦ See a farther account of my mother in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for 1814. — Edit. 
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80 increased to see the mighty power of God dis- 
played in convincing and converting such vast 
multitudes. For this great and merciful visita- 
tion, numbers will praise God to all eternity. It 
has been my privilege to witness the happy 
deaths of many who were brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth at this time. At Ponsanooth we 
partook largely of the general good. The so- 
ciety, which, twenty-five years before, consisted 
of one small and feeble class, now became a 
society of near two hundred members, divided 
into eleven classes. Three of these came under 
my care, and one of them was committed to my 
younger son, who had for some time before 
acted as a local preacher. 

[t Of all the various revivals of religion, of 
which Cornwall has been so remarkable a 
scene since Methodism was first planted in it, 
the revival of which my father here speaks is 
by many considered the most striking and in- 
teresting. It is therefore now generally dis- 
tinguished by the epithet of " the great revival." 
It commenced in the month of February, at a 
prayer-meeting in this town ; (Redruth ;) when 
eight persons found peace with God. The night 
following, at another prayer-meeting, many 
more were powerfully seized with convictions 
for sin ; and, after much wrestling and impor- 
tunity in prayer, they found refuge in the 
Saviour. From this time, serious concern be- 

+ These and all subsequent remarks in the nar- 
rative included within [ ], brackets, are inserted 
by the Editor. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



48 MEMOIR OF 

came very general ; and, in the course of the 
following week, many hundreds in the town 
and neighbourhood, who had before been living 
in neglect of their souls, were brought into deep 
distress about their spiritual interests, and 
multitudes of them were enabled with much ^ 
soundness of speech to testify that they had ex- 
perienced remission of sins. About a week 
after this extraordinary work commenced, the 
rumour of it drew me to the scene, and I spent 
the greater part of one night with the people in 
the chapel. The pungency of the " penitential 
pain," the extent of the distress, the fervour of 
devotion, the number of happy young converts 
whose countenances were beaming with joy, far 
exceeded any thing of the kind I have yet wit- 
nessed. The heavenly flame was soon carried 
to the various societies in the circuit ; and in 
those different places, similar scenes were pre^ 
sented to the wondering beholders. At Tuck- 
ingmill, the effect was so simultaneous, general, 
and powerful, that the meeting which com- 
menced in the chapel on Sunday the 27th, could 
not be broken up, but continued without inter- 
mission, till the Friday morning following. It 
rapidly extended to the neighbouring circuits ; 
and, in the course of a few weeks only, more 
than five thousand of the ignorant, trifling, and 
immoral World became seriously concerned 
about eternal things, united themselves to religi- 
ous society, and exhibited in their external de- 
^^ICpnour all that is beautiful in the early 
Toms of piety and virtue. It is true that 
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very uaany of these •* heirs of promise," ere 
long, fell away, and returned to tneir old prac- 
tices ; but it is also true, that, to this day, mul- 
titudes of them are found steadfiist in the ways 
of God, and that hundreds, if not thousands, of 
them have " died in faith ;" testifying with their 
latest breath that they had not " received the 
grace of God in vam." In promoting this 
great and " glorious work," as my fiither calls 
it, he was a very active and useful agent ; and I 
Vlieve thereby partook of an abundant increase 
of spiritual fife and strength; which had a 
happy effect on all the subsequent movements of 
his life.] 

My daughter and elder son being married, I 
had now none of my femily with me but my son 
Benjamin ; to whom I was united in love and 
affection more than I can express. But, lo and 
behold ! the time was now come when I must 
give up my Benjamin to the Lord. I was pre- 
sent at the quarterly meeting, held at Bedruth, 
March, 1814, when Mr. Truscott, then Superin- 
tendent of the Circuit, proposed to the meeting 
that he should be recommended to the ensuing 
Conference, to be employed as a travelling 
preacher. This was passed unanimously, for 
I did not dare to oppose it, being quite con- 
vinced it was of the Lord; for I had reason to 
think, even from circumstances connected with 
his childhood, that God had destined him for 
the ministry. He passed the district-meeting ; 
and, being accepted by the Conference, he was 
appointed the first year to Plymouth-Dock (now 
4 
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DevonpoTt) circuit When the time came for 
parting, we mingled our tears together, but 
resigned ourselves to the will of the Lord. 

[To do justice to my feth6r, it is necessary to 
' insert the following extract from his first let- 
ter ; which was written to me, and by which 
I was much surprized, affected, and comforted ; 
surprised, — because I had never before known 
him to attempt to communicate his thoughts by 
writing ; affected, — ^at the proof of his tender 
parental affection ; and comforted, — by his faith, 
jBmd the pious and consoling observations which 
the letter contains. This letter was ,the more 
welcome to me, because it came at a time when 
my mind was greatly dejected, by the natural 
discouragements attendant on entering into the 
ministry. The writing is very legible; but, 
contrasted with his letters written a few years 
afterwards, it is, in every way, very inferior. 
It is dated a fortnight afler I left home. The 
leader who was appointed to my class, was his 
own son in the Gospel, having been awakened 
under an exhortation, which he gave in a 
neighbouring society a few years before. 
Brother Grose was an eminently pious class- 
leader, and a very dear friend both to my &ther 
and myself To his aflfectionate, persevering, 
and powerful prayers, I was much indebted for 
some years. This man of God, whose name I 
delight to record, lived and died in the trium][A 
of fidth and hope.] 
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••My ©ear Son, November S.ISH. 

" I RECEIVED your letter with joy, and am 
thankful for the kindness which the people 
manifest towards vou. May the Lord make 
you a blessing to tneir souls I I am confident 
God will be with you, from what I have felt 
in my own mind. The Friday morning after 
you left me, while engaged in prayer to God 
for you, he so filled my soul with his love, that 
I have been happy ever since. I am resigned 
to God! 8 will, Eind it is sweet indeed ; so that I 
would not have you be distressed in mind about 
me. O may God fill you with faith and love, 
and a burning zeal for his glory and the good of 
fioubl All things will be pleasant, while 
Christ is precious to you. Always remember, 
that without him we can do nothing. May he 
be your Prophet, Priest, and King ! See you 
preach him in all his offices. I am ready to • 
•ay,— 

* O for a tnimpet voice, 
On all the world to call ; 
To bid their hearts rejoice 
In him who died for all ! * 

may vou be enabled to feed the church of 
Gtod, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood! Remember, Christ says, *Feed my 
lambs ; ' these must be fed with the sincere milk 
of the word. He also says, * Feed my sheep;' 
press them on to greater degrees of feith mi 
toliness. Soul-work is important work; on 
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this account I feel for ydu ; and my prayer to 
God, daily and hourly, is, that he may be with 
you, and make his word spirit and life ; and 
send it home to every heart and every con- 
science. O may you feel for sinners on the 
brink of ruin, and may you have the pleasure of 
hearing them cry for mercy, an4 of pointing 
them to the wounds of a crucified Saviour : and 
may Jesus be present to bind up their broken 
hearts ! Tell them that he is a medicine for 
their every wound, and that *all — all they want 
is there.* You know the great end of preach- 
ing is to save souls ; but if you should not see 
the seed immediately spring up, wait with 
patience : it may not produce the worse crop. 
Pray that it may take root downwards, and thai 
it will spring up in due time. 

* O for a firm and lasting faith, 
To credit all the Almighty saith ! ' 

And may he give you all the wisdom and grace 
to fit you for the work ! Mr. Truscott dined 
with me on Sunday ; he gives his kind love to 
you, and would be glad to have a line from you. 
He told me he would write to you again. By 
the decision of the leaders' meeting, John Rich- 
ards is fixed to be the leader of your class. 
Much prayer is offered up for you by preachers 
and people. Brother Grose says he is alwa3rs 
happy when praying for you ; he gives his kind 
love to you. The spelling is bad, but I hope 
you will find out my meaning " 
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[Before we proceed with the narrative, an 
extract from his second letter to me may not he 
miacceptahle to the reader. It further shows, 
not only his sympathy, but his ability, to in- 
struct and succour those who needed his aid.] 

*' December 13, 1814. 
"My dear and loving Son, 

" Your long-expected letter came safe to 
hand, and I was glad to hear that my letter was 
made a blessing to your soul ; but was sorry to 
find your mind any ways weighed down. Sup- 
pose we are not vessels of gold or silver, you 
know the eathenware ought not to be despised. 
Remember the precious Jesus with his towel 
and bason, and learn of him, to be meek and 
lowly of heart, and you shall find rest to your 
soul : and let me tell you, / can find no other 
way. Besides, more has been done by the ram's 
horn, than by the silver tnmipet - A ffood man 
observes, * Every one cannot be excellent, yet 
may be useful. An iron key may unlock the 
door of golden treasures. Yea, iron can do 
8ome things that gold cannot.' O what a 
wretched enemy self is to the poor pilgrim ! 
How close it sticks ! and may I not say, it is a 
dreadful murderer? The great lesson is to 
learn obedience to the will of God. We are 
the clay, and he is the potter. It will take some 
time to learn this lesson as we ought. I am 
not yet lialf perfect in it. How reasonable that 
we should be tried ! I never saw this so clear 
as I have of late \ while waves and storms hav^ 
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gone OTer my head; and my strength, and 
kealth, and friends, are departed from me. But , 
while I am left alone, Grod is with me, and I 
can say, — 

* On this my steadfast soul relies, 
Father, thy mercy never dies.' 

What I feel for you, none knows but Grod and 
my own soul. A few days ago, while I was 
going to see one of my class, who is sick, I was 
praying for you, as I went along the road, and 
God gave me a precious promise for you, and 
assured me his grace was sufficient for you. 
At this my soul leaped for joy within me, and 
streams of gratitude flowed from my heart to 
God on your account. O ! how strong was 
my fiiith for you at that tmie ! My dear son, 
hang on Christ alone ; then you will be safe, 
and he will make crooked paths straight, and 
rough places smooth." 

For many months after my son left me to enter 
upon his great and important work, being quit6 
alone on my farm and the prices of all articles 
of produce being in a very fluctuating state, I was 
at times much perplexed as to the course I 
ought to take for the future. At seasons I was 
much weighed down, and could only find com- 
fort in looking from my outward circumstances. 
At times, the Lord greatly comforted me by his 
i)recious promises, and I was much blessed in 
^^^uring to make myself useful to souk. I 
Vno desire to seek riches j yet if I wer^ as- 
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sured it was the patk of duty to contm^e a Uttle 
longer in business, I was willing to submit^ 
though I scarcely knew how I should get 
through. In this state of things, I spread my 
case before the Lord, and eame^y sought direc- 
tion from above. He saw my motive was to please 
Him, and he condescended to direct me. One • 
evening, while sittin|^ alone, and considering 
whether I ought to give up my farm and free 
myself from the Cares of the world, these words 
came with power to my mind : '* Behold, I have 
set before thee an open door." I immediately 
considered it the voice of the Lord, and my heart 
replied, *' Then I will at once go out of the 
world, and retire from all its cares." From 
this moment I saw my way clear ; I was entire- 
ly freed from the world, and resolved to give up 
my few remaining days wholly to the service 
and glory ^ God. Wh&x my friends, belonging 
to the society at Ponsanooth, heard of my (fetey- 
mination, sorrow filled their hearts, and it was 
with die greatest difficulty they could bring their 
minds at all to submit to it On laying the 
matter before the preachers and the leaders' 
meeting, it was thought best fbr me to continue 
as the nominal leader of my three classes, and 
to visit them as often as I could ; three other 
leaders, or assistant leiiders, being appointed, to 
take charge of them in my absence. Thus it 
has continued to the present time. 

[As we have now seen, the subject of th^se 
memoirs close his worldly afiairs, and retire 
from Uie bustle and anxieties of busfaieas* befi^r 
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we follow him in the important mov^aaents of 
his new career, in the leisure of life, we may 
profitably spend a few remarks on such traits of 
his business-character as are most worthy of 
notice and imitation. Here he operated within 
a narrow sphere, for which reason his exan^le 
is better calculated to teach; as the world's 
happiness depends on managing well a little, 
ratner than much. 

[He was an example of industry ; both as a 
servant, and as a man pursuing his own busi- 
ness. While he acted under an employer, his 
diligence and trustiness in every department of 
his duty commended him &om his early youth 
to his master's special esteem and cond&dence. 
Whatever was committed to his care, so far as 
the diligence of his hand or the fidelity of his 
heart was concerned, was in good keeping ; often, 
indeed, &r better than in the owner's own handsw 
As a religious servant, or a servant professin^g 
godliness, he ** adorned the doctrine oi Grod his 
Saviour in all things." In his own afiairs, after 
he settled on a form, his industry was proverbial 
He began with little, and got (hi " by the sweat 
of his brow." To him, however, this was no 
slavery ; for he went forth with cheerful feet, 
and grateful delight, to " labour truly to get 
his own living, and to do his duty, in that state 
of life in which it had pleased God to call him." 
His industrious hands soon produced a striking 
change on his farm. When he entered on it, it 
was a mere desert : on which his neighbours 
prophesied he would soon starve ; but, within a 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAM 0AR708S0. 57 

few years, it became a fityourite apot, exliil»tiQg 
the nappy ejects of good management and dili* 
gent culture. As he could not bear sloth in 
himself neither would he bear- it in others; 
hence, as a master, when occasion required, he 
would, with stinging, stirring words, move on 
those about him. 

[His punctuality, also, deserves imitation. — 
TVliether he was to make a payment, or 
perform any other duty, the thing must not 
only be done, but it must be done, if possible, 
in tne earliest part of the time allotted. Never, 
perhaps, did a man more practically adhere 
to the ancient maxim of " taking time by the 
forelock." From what hs had to do, no busi- 
ness which belonged to other men could detain 
him a moment. No one waited for him ; for 
he could no more rob men of their time than of 
their money. In their dealings with him, dis- 
appointment was an evil over which none had 
to mourn. The work which should be done 
to-day was never put off till to-morrow; nor 
what should be attended to in the morning, left 
undone till eyening. He seemed always to feel 
the force of these words ; " Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might :" And, 
as far as his influence could extend, he endeay- 
oured to make others as prompt as himself. 
One of his oft-repeated and well-remembered 
aphorisms was, "Make haste, for you will find 
the time all busy." How well had it been for 
the honour and mterest of religion, if this prac^ 
tical regard to punctuality had been more ob* 
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i^rvdd, bodi by servants and by tnen of hrm* 
ness. 

[In his views and habits he was unambitious 
and anti-speculative. '* Mind not high things," 
was a precept to which he strictly adhered ; and 
h^ice, no one could ever draw him aside to 
embark either in vain politics, (Mr in airy 
schemes to advance his worldly interests. — 
With great simplicity he aimed at duty and 
heaven. He sought nothing more tnan a 
moderate competency of this world's good ; for 
this he quietly, honestly, and manfully strug^ 
gled ; with this God blessed him ; and, in the 
possession of it^ he had the wisdom to live as 
contentedly and happily as most men. After 
the Lord had prospered the labour of his hands, 
he was not wanting in opportunity to enlarge 
his borders ; but all his needs were supplied, 
and he had little inclination to burden Imnself 
with the unnecessary throes of the world. He 
neither desired the benefits, nor would he par- 
take in the miseries, of speculation. No one 
could ever induce him to take a share in a mine. 
Some of his friends pressed him vehemently; 
but feeling that such undertakings were not to 
him the path of duty, his uniform answer was, 
** I am not called to engage in such matters.^' 
For his faithful adherence to this principle, he 
felt himself amply rewarded at .last. Not long 
before he quitted his farm, one of his most inti- 
mate friends came to see him, bringing with him 
a mining agent, and they used every argument 
in their power to induce him. to venture^ bat 
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he declined having any thing to do with their 
flattering schemes, "because it was not hit 
business to venture beyond * a plough deep.' " 
Like many other afl^rs of the kinc^ the mine 
in question soon turned out badly ; and in his 
, last sickness, while gratefully enumerating the 
mercies of Him who had watched over him 
all his life long to do him good, my &ther ob- 
served to me, with some emotion, that had he 
sufiered himself to be prevailed on in that 
instance, he should have been stripped of all 
the little fruits of his industry at a stroke, and 
reduced to indigence all the remainder of his 
days. What a number of Christian fiimilies 
would have been saved from the ruinous snares 
of riches; and how many more from the 
overwelming trials of disappointments and Mi* 
ures, had there been the same stem adherence 
to the path of duty, as that which is here ex* 
emplified in the subject of these memoirs 1 

Another commendable trait in this branch of 
my father's character was, his carrying religion 
into the world, and at the same time keeping the 
world out of religion. ** Not slothful in busi- 
ness ; fervent in spirit, serving the Lord :" On 
this text his lif^ has supplied me with a better 
^■^ comment than any other I have yet seen : and 
• as such I have frequently quoted it. He cer- 
tainly was not one of those who called upon 
God for help, without ♦* setting their shoulder to 
the wheel ;" for some who have seen him so 
earnest at the wheel, have, I apprehend, been 
under a degree of temptation to question whi^ 
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ther he had not forgotten the other part of his 
duty, or at least whether he had a proper confi- 
dence in it ; but assuredly, while he attended to 
the one, he did not leave the other undone. 
Like the people under the direction of Nehe- 
miah, he had " a mind to work^" and at the same 
time he adopted their practice, and "made his 
prayer to his God." As he would sometimes 
pounce on the slothful and make them spring, 
80 would he with much earnestness admonish 
professors of religion on the importance of their 
engaging " in every thing with prayer and sfup- 
plication ;" asking of God "those things which 
are requisite and necessary, as well for the body 
as the soul." When he entered on his farm, he 
could not stock it without going into debt: 
This was a burden and a grief unto his soul ; 
and while he rose early, wrought late, and ate 
the bread of carefulness, 1 have heard him say 
how fervently he pleaded with God to bring 
him into those happy circumstances in which 
he should ** owe no man any thing." " While," 
says he, " I have followed my cattle to the wa- 
tering, my heart has been earnestly engaged 
with God, praying for his blessing on my tem- 
poral affairs, and telling him how happy and 
how grateful I should be, if he would condescend 
to give me my little stock free from debt." 
Upon fit opportunities he would endeavour to 
bring religion before worldly men ; hence in 
buying and selling, there was ofien something 
put in of the merchandize of a higher order I 
have often admired, how naturally and readily 
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he would slip from the world into religion ; at 
the same time keeping both in their place. 
But while he sought thus carefully to bring re- 
ligion into the world, he took equal care to pre- 
vent the world from treading on the boundaries 
of religion. In his attention to the means of 
: grace, he moved with the regularity of clock- 
1 work. Seldom could either company, or fatigue, 
or employment keep him fromvisitmg the place 
jf public worship, from five to seven times a 
week ; though the distance was about a mile 
from nis residence to the chapel. By pushing 
on the work a little in the former part of ihe 
day, he would find time even in the bustle of 
harvest, to break oflT from labour, so that all 
hands, if they were inclined, might attend 
preaching or meeting at night. Ctflen when 
urging on others who profess religion, and are 
pretty much occupied with the world, the im- 
portance and practibility of their regular atten- 
tion to week-night services, I have been led to 
mention his example as a happy illustration of 
the thing I wished to recommend.] 



CHAPTER 11. 

I NOW went to live with my daughter, at 
Dowstall, in the parish of Mylor, about three 
miles distant from Ponsanooth. Since I have 
given Up the world, my peace has flowed as a 
river, and my joys have abounded like Jordan's 
swelling stream. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



6i KSKOXR OV 

^ All glory and honour to Jesvs alone." 

O ! what a salvation is that which Jesus has pur 
chased for poor sinners ! It is a full, free, and pre- 
sent salvation ; a salvation from all sin, its guilt, 
its power, and its very in-being ; and a salvation 
into all the glorious image of God. And this 
salvation is attained by simple faitL O, how 
great are the privileges of believers ! Not only 
are they cleansed from sin, but are become the 
children of God ; — heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ "All are yours, and ye are 
Christ's." 

" O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My dear Redeemer's praise; 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of his grace l" 

Many circumstances have occurred in my 
life, besides those already mentioned, in 
which it has pleased the Lord to make me 
useful, both to his own people and to sinners; 
The first that now strikes me is this; — Re- 
turning one Sabbath-day from worship, I hajp- 
pened to look behind me, when I saw a neigh- 
bour of mine coming. It was immediately 
impressed upon mv mind that I must speak to 
him about his soul. So I stopped till he can|p 
up with me. I then spoke freely to him attout 
his future state; but I soon found deatir ^^ 
eternity were subjects he had thought lit|le 
about, for he was asleep in his sins. I beglm 
to preach the law to him, and ofien, while sp^ik- 
ing, lifted up my heart to God to bless wfiftl I 
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said. I asked lum, if he yrsa willing to die in 
lus pres^it state. He acknowledge he was 
not I then earnestly requested him, that, as he 
was now labouring under indisposition, as soon 
as he should reach his house, he would go into 
his chamber and fall down upon his knees, and 
implore that mercy of which he stood so much 
in need. Blessed be God, he took the warning ; 
for he went home, and instantly retired for 
prayer. The Lord gave him to see and feel 
that he was a poor lost sinner. He soon ob- 
tained an interest in the blood of Christ, lived 
for some time a striking witness of the power 
of Divine grace, and died happy in Grod. 

At another time, while givmg a word of ex- 
hortation, the Lord was pleas^ to bless my 
feeble endeavours, in awakening another poor 
sinner. He has now stood fast in the faith for 
many years, and is become a class-leader. No 
tongue can express the gratitude to the Lord^ 
which my heart has felt on account of these 
things: To think that the Eternal Jehovah 
should use such a worm as I am, to efllect such 
a great and glorious work ! I trust to praise 
him for it to all eternity. And, O, how is my 
feith hereby strengthened to go forward in my 
hiimble endeavours to do go(3 1 

In the latter part of the year 1815, when I 
was going to see my son, then travelling in the 
Liskeard circuit, when I came to Teague's 
Gate, between Qrampound and St. Austell, a 
jroung female,, about eighteen or nineteen yeam 
of age, came out to take the toll. She was a 
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Stranger to me ; but, the momjent I saw her, I 
felt such a love for her soul, and such a con- 
cern for her salvation, that I thought I could 
have died for her, if that would bring her to 
the Lord, and be the means of saving her soul. 
But as soon as I had delivered to her the toll, 
she instantly retired, and I had no opportunity 
of speaking to her. When I had proceeded a 
few steps from the gate, I stopped my horse and 
lifted up my heart to God ; for I was at a loss 
what to do ; whether to go forward, or turn 
back to enquire into the state of her mind. 
While I reflected for a moment, it was im- 
pressed upon my mind I should see her again 
when I returned: So I proceeded on my jour- 
ney ; but, during the eleven days that intervened, 
she was seldon absent from my thoughts, when 
on my knees before God in secret.. On my 
return, a little before I came to the ffate, I re- 
solved before the Searcher of hearts, that, .if she 
should again come out, I would not deliver her 
the money till I had made some enquiry into 
the state of her mind. As soon as I saw her 
come out, my heart said — " Surely the Lord 
has a hand m this matter !" As soon as we 
came near to each other, to open the way for a 
conversation, I said to her. — " Can you be 
happy in this lonely place ?" But I soon found 
she was a stranger to happiness, for she was -an 
wiawakened sinner, without God and withoiet 
hope in the world. While talking to her for 
a short time, her mother, over-hearing the con- 
versation, came to the door. On seeingrJierv 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAM CAKTOfSa 66 

she slipped from me and went in. Qq this ac- 
count, I felt sorry, as I had not said to her all 
I intended. I" immediately alighted, went in 
after her, and found the Lord had touched her 
heart, for she was hitterly weeping. At the 
sight of this, I soon wept algo. Her fiuher was 
present, a pious' man and a class-leader, but im- 
taiown to me : He requested me to pray with 
her. The Lord poured his Spirit upon us, aiyl 
my soul seemed overwhelmea with the Divine 
presence. After prayer, her father said he had 
often wished his daughter to go with him to 
class-meeting, but he could never induce her to 
do it. I urged her to promise me that she 
would go that night ; for I learned that was the 
night of the class-meeting. She felt the cross, 
and seemed reluctant to take it up. But I con- 
tinued to urge my plea. She wept much, and 
my own mind was much affected ; at length, I 
was constrained, by the love I felt for her soul, 
to say, — " I cannot let you go unless you will 
promise rne that you will to-night go with yotur 
feither." She paused for a moment, and then 
said, " I will go with him." I now turned my 
attention to her sister, who was present, and 
also a stranger to Divine things She was al- 
ready much affected by the conversation which 
had taken place ; and I felt considerable hope 
that I should not in her case find a very dif- 
ficult conquest. Accordingly, she sooa pro- 
mised me that that night she would go with 
her sister, and join the people of God After 
this, I heard nothing of them for four i 
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^}>6vi mat tune, Liskeard friends haying re- 
quested me to ipsiy them another visit, I had 
again to pass through Teague's Gate. When 
I came near, I laboured to conceal my counten- 
siace SMS much as possible, by leaning forwards 
on the jokeck of the horse. But the moment 
Jane saw me she knew me, and exclaimed, 
"You were sent here to save my soul." 
I said, "it is the Lord that did it, and you 
niust give the glory to him." Her sister hear- 
ing my voice, ran out with heaven sparkling 
in her eyes, and shouting aloud the praises 
of the Most High. " Come in, come in !'' was 
their language. I went in, and they told me, 
they both went to class-meeting that night ac- 
cording to their promise ; " and now," said 
theyj, " we are both happy." Their father as- 
sured me there was now no need to urge them 
to go to class-meeting, for they were anxious to 
go at every opportunity. About eighteen 
inonths after tkls, it pleased God to remove Jane 
to a better worli She held fast the beginning 
of her ccnafidence, and died in sure and certain 
kope of eternal glory. A short time after her 
death, I called to see the i&mily, and said to 
'* Robert, her elder brother, " You must now 

f'o and fill up your sister's place in the churcL" 
onathan, the younger brother, bemg present, 
burst into tears, and from that time gave his 
heart to the Lo'-d. He continued steadfast in 
th^ ways of the Lord three years, and then died 
happy in a Saviour's love. About, twelve 
looatki afior the death pf Jonathan, I called 
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e&oe mate on the family ; and ftiding Robert 
«till unconveirted, I felt a longing desire for his 
salvation. When he came in, I requested the 
other members of the femily to leave the room. 
I then asked him what objection he had to give 
his heart to God. The silent tear soon began 
to flow ; and before we parted he promised he 
would give himself to the Lord, and go with 
his father to class-meeting. Five years he 
walked in wisdom's ways, and theii finished his 
course with joy. O how do these things hum- 
ble my soul in the dust I With a heart deeply 
affected with my nothingness, I sweetly Ml at 
the feet of Jesus, — 

" And the Lover of sinners adore." 

Yes, I will give all honour to my precious 
Jesus alone. His love is as a fire in my heart 
while I am writing, constraining me to cry 
out, — 

" O how precious ! O how precious ! 
Is the sound of Jesus* name." . 

But I must leave this delightful subject, and go 
on to record more of his wondrous works. 

Can I forget the happy seasons, and manifesta- 
tions of the power of God, which I have witness- 
ed at Bicton-Mfll, with my brother Body and 
his family ? No, never by me can these things 
be forgotten; particulary while at one' time 
conversing with his eldest daughter, Mary. 
She had for some time known her acceptance 
in Christ, but now she said, " I want to h% 
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cleansed from inbred sin, and to love Qod 

with" all my heart." I told her, "The will of 
' God is your sanctification ; and God himself 
has expressly said, *I will sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean : A new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 
put within you.' Here," said I, "the eternal 
God speaks to you. Take him at his word * 
and, at once * reckon yourself to be dead indeed 
unto sin, and alive imto God, through Jesus 
Christ." She obeyed the command; and, 
through an act of feith in the atonement, enter- 
ed into the glorious rest of the people of 
God:— 

" A rest where all our soqI's desire 

Is fix'd on things above ; 
Where fear, and sin, and grief expire. 
Cast out by perfect love."' 

She now told me she felt the blood of Christ 
had cleansed her from all sin. I corresponded 
with her for some years. She was a burning 
and a shining light ; but the Lord did not leave 
her long a member of his church below. A 
short time before she was taken ill, she said to 
her sister, " I dreamed last night I was with 
you and others in a prayer-meeting. It was a 
blessed time, and we were' all happy in God. 
But it seemed to me I was suspended m the air, 
above you all." She died in the faith, leaving a 
blessed testimony behind her that she is gone 
to glory. 

The first time I viwted Cal^ington, a friend 
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askM me to take a walk before meeting.. We 
called on Mr. Jope, and I fell into conversation 
with his daughter Nancy, on the necessity of 
preparing to meet God, and the danger of delay- 
ing such an important work. After I left her, 
her spiritual state so lay on my mind, that I 
could sleep but little during the whole night. 
In the morning, I felt it a duty impressed on 
my mind to see her again before I left Calling- 
ton. It was not a little cross " to flesh and 
blood," but I saw I must do it. So I went to 
her, and delivered my own soul. She wept 
much, promised to g^ve herself to God, and to 
unite- with his people. The next time I came 
into that neighbourhood, I found her at a friend^s 
house where I took tea ; she was then concerned 
for her soul, but in a state of bondage, and quite 
unacquainted with the plan of salvation. I 
spoke to her of Jesus Christ, and of tbe punish- 
ment which he had borne in his own body on 
her account ; and shewed her that now there was 
nothing wanting but fakh on her part. After- 
-wards, in an exhortation at the chapel, I offei^- 
ed, in my simple way, Christ as a full, free, and 
present Siviour, able and willing to saVe unto 

{the uttermost. When I came out of the meet- 
, inff, rfie caught hold of my arm, and said in th^ 
. fumess of her heart, "I am happy: I am hap- 
• py. These words were applied to my mmd,— ^ 

' Thy debt's discharged,— thy ransom's paid ; . 
My Father must-forgive ; ' 

and Xiiistantly believed, and deceived the paMoA 

Digitized by Google 



70 XKKont or 

of my siaiS;" She has -dinoe beeh ranked amiteg 
my much-esteemed correspondents. 

I have sometimes had seasons of remarkable 
visitation from the presence of the Lord. I well 
remember on one occasion, while paying a 
visit to my Camborne friends, I was one night 
in bed, so filled — so overpowered with the glory 
' of God, that, had there been a thousand saoEs 
shining at noon-day, the brightness of that Di- 
:vine glory would have eclipsed the wh<)le ! I 
was constrained to shout aloud for joy. It wafe 
the overwhelming power of saving graca Now 
it was that I again r^c^ived the impress of the 
seal, and the earnest of the Spirit, in my heart 
Beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
I was changed into the same image from glory 
to glory by the Spirit of the Liord. Language 
feils in giving but a faint description of what I 
then experienced. I can never forget it in timoj 
nor to all eternity. Many years before, per- 
haps not fewer than thirty, I Was sealed by the 
Spirit in a somewhat similar manner. While 
walking one day between MousehoJe and New- 
lyn, I was dravim to turn aside from the public 
xoad, and under the canopy of heaven kneel 
down to prayer. I had not long been engaged 
with Qroi before I was so visited from above, 
«nd overpowered by the Divine glorj^ that 
my ghQuting could be heard at a distance. It 
was a weight of glory that I seemed incapable 
of bearing in the body, and I therefore dried 
out, (perhaps unwisely,) "Lord, stay thine 
jtiapp4 !, 1a this glorious baptism, these fr^fds 
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•* O Love, thon bottomless abyss ! 

My sins are swalloVd up in thee { 
Cover'd is my nntif hteonsn^ss, i 

Nor spot of ffuilt remains on me, 
While Jisus* Wood through earth and skies^ 
Mercy, free, boundless m6rcy, cri^s ! " 

(In recording; some of the prccediag inci- 
4ent8, my Mhet has anticipated the time. It 
appeare, that, ih 'some instances, after he hstd 
xnade the first record, subse<{nent occoreikcesled 
liim to make additions. This is particularljr 
ttie case in the interesting account 0t Mr. 
Robert Josefs family, <it Tteague's Gate. MV 
fiuher, haying now fiiitshed his reeoflecjioTwi, 
proceeds with his narrative in the form of a 
joamal.] ■ ^ 

Jan. lOth, 181T.— I have just returned firom 
Tisitmg the Mends at MaW At the monthf;^ 
meetmgtbeLordwaswithiisjofat^utlti Tlia 
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testimonies which some hore to the gracious 
efficacy of the all-cleansing blood of Jesus 
Christ made my heart leap for- joy. Such 
humbling views had I of myself, such poverty 
of spirit as I never felt before. These are pro- 
fitable seasons, when^he soul is emptied of sel^ 
and filled with the Divine fulness. Glory bo 
to God, my evidence was never brighter, my 
fiiith never stronger, than now. 

• " Thee I can love, and thee alone, 

With pure deUghi and inward bliss ; 
To know thou tak'st me for thine own, 
O what a happiness is this ! " 

Jan. 14th. — O how precious is the word of 
God to my soul I especially the {^omises of full 
salvation, the truth of which I have happily ex- 
perienced for many years ; nor have I at pro- 
per times shunned to declare what God has dono 
for my souL Not all the powers of darkness 
Imve been able to baffie me out of the reality 
and truth of this glorious doctrine. It does 
really appear to me, it would be one of my 
greatest sins to deny this work of the Spirit of 
Gk>d i^ n^y soul I do not mean to say, that I 
have not often, by my unfiuthfiilness, grieved 
the Spidt of God, since I first obtained the great 
ble^mg of "a ^lean heart;" but when my 
garment has been spotted by sin, I have remem- 
bwed that I have ''ka Advocate with the 
Father," and through his prevalent int^rces- 
skm; and the epeecy of that ap^ia fountain 
which washes whiter than snow, I have felt my 
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soul mercifully restored to the joys of full ssJ- 
Tation. 

[What a mercy it is that the salvation of God 
is as fret, as it is full! "If thou, Lord, 
shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall 
stand ? " The sutject of this memoir generally 
lived in the Spirit throughout his long pilgri: 
niage, yet he needed an Advocate and an open 
fountain : It was only hy the blood of Jesus he 
eonld daily enter the holiest place. He did en- 
ter with humble boldness ; but it was by simple 
fidth in that blood which cleanses from all sin. 
Indeed, I never knew any man who expressed 
such an abiding conviction of the necessity of 
Christ's continued intercession; nor have I 
known any one who appeared uniformly tp 
possess such a grateful sense of the Divine 
goodness and mercy herein manifested to the 
subjects of the new covenant. On this ground 
he would very frequently remark, that, as "an 
heir of God through Christ," he considered 
himself in circumstances which more loudly 
called for praise and thanksgiving to the bene- 
ficent Creator, than if he had been placed with 
Adam in Paradise.] 

Feb. 2d. — I am just returned from a visit to 
the friends at Spamock. In meetuig the class 
I had a precious time, my soul was like a 
watered garden. The next morning, a friend 
asked me to visit a woman who was sick, and 
offered to accompany me. When we arrived at 
tiie house, we were informed she was very ill. I 
went iip stairs, and found hei^, to all human 
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appear^e, on the borders of eteroitj, Fm^yaiLg 
that she nad been three years a member of tb« 
society, and knew nothing of salv^ition by the 
remission of her sins,I felt no little concern fo? 
the salvation of her soul. I asked her fo^ 
what end Je$us Christ came into the worll 
She replied, " To save sinners." I th«n tokj 
her. that Jesus Christ was the same yesterdayi 
to-day and for ever ; and that he would nevef 
be more willing to save her than he was ajt th«t 
xnoment I explained to h^ the plan of stJ-^ 
vation, and showed her, it was **to hiin thasi 
worketh not, but believeti on Him who iusti* 
fieth the ungodly, that his fiiith is counted fpr 
Righteousness." " And now," said I, ** it is a duty 
which God requires of you to believe in Jesu^ 
Christ, and in the truth of his promises." While 
i was thus speaking to her, sne was seized m 
^. strange manner ; and it appeared to me^ audi 
those present, that she was aying. 3ut in a 
moment or two she lifted up her hands and eye« 
to heaven, and cried out, ** Glory he to Goo, X 
am healed,— I am healed ! " And for some con- 
siderable time she kept on repeating, "The 
Lord ha^ healed me, body and soul.^' The new* 
of this was soon conveyed to her neig^hjbours, 
who rushed into the chamber in such crfs^wdfi. 
that I was afraid the beams would give way^ 
But she continued s^yinff. "The Lord hat 
healed my body and my spul" We then kneelei 
iovm to praise the Liord for what he |i^ ^o&p] 
and, while engaged in prayer, two of tho^e w^ 
came in were awakened, a^4 b^8»^ to ^ry ^ 
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mercy. With these distressed souls I yf»8 oc- 
cupied four hours before I could leave the place. 
The next day, Mr. Sibly, from Truro, cama 
there to preacn, and dined with us at the friend'a 
house wnere I lodged ; wh^ the friend who 
had been with me the preceding day related tho 
circumstance to him. Having expressed a 
desire to see the woman, I went with him to 
the house ; and, to our very great astonishment, 
we found her down stairs; sitting by4he fire. 
Several of her neighbours came in to behold 
the wonderful works of Grod. Mr. S. then 
required, whether she was the person who had 
bee^) so very ill. She replieo, **I am. Sir." 
•* Well, what has the Lord done for you ? Has 
he pardoned your sins ?" She answered, " Yes; 
he nas pardoned my sins." "How long hav6 
you been a member of the society ? " ** Three 
years." " And do you not think you might have 
known it sooner?" "Yes," she re}Jied,**in 
six iays. had any person shown me the way." 
I visited her several times afier this, atnd foimd 
her not only happy in God, but confirmed in her 
restoration to health. I have seen many of the 
mighty works of the Lord, both in convincing and 
converting sinners, but never before saw the body 
healed as well as the soul. But has not Jesus the 
same power now as in the days of his flesh ? 
Can he not as easily cure the body now as when 
he said to the man, " Arise, take up thy bed arid 
walk;" or when he touched Peter's wife's 
mother, and healed her of the fever under which 
she v^ suflering? O for mofe Mih\ Amen. 
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This was the beginning of a glorious work 
in that neighbourhood, for which I believe 
many will bless God in eternity. The same 
evening, one of the family at whose house I 
was kindly entertained was deeply distressed 
for her soul. Four hours she contmued on her 
knees crying earnestly to Gk)d ; at length the 
desire of her heart was granted, and she was 
not ashamed to declare that she knew that God, 
for Christ's sake, had-forgiven her sins. Hear- 
ing this, another young woman, a member o^ 
the society, but a stranger to the witness of the 
Spirit, sought me out, and came to converse 
with me. I was in the house where the Ijord 
had wrought the two-fold miracle of mercy. 
At first she was much affected, but then, through 
shame, the dreadful sin of unbelief crept in, and 
nothing I could afterwards say seemed to affect 
her mind. I perceived what had taken hold 
of her, and when she accompanied me into 
another friend's house, I said to her, " Joanna, 
you would have been set at liberty just now, had 
you not been ashamed." She replied " I was 
tempted to be ashamed of you." I then told 
her, that till she had overcome that enemy she 
could not find liberty. She at once rose up, 
and adding courage to her faith, she cried out, 
*• I will believe, I will believe." And accord- 
ing to her faith it was done unto her. Over- 
whelmed with joy, she shouted aloud the praises 
of God. After we had joined in prayer, to give 
glory to her Deliverer, I accompanied her to 
her class ; where her testimony set all her class- 
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mates on fire with Divine love. K6r did «he 
stop here, but hastened home to tell her kindred 
what great things the Lord hsid done for her. 
Her sister had retired ; but, under the constrain- 
ing love of Christ, she ran up stairs to her bed- 
side. And DO. sooner had she communicated 
the tidings, than her sister was cut to the heart, 
' and began to cry for mercy. Nor would she 
rest till, accompanied by her father and sister, 
she came, through the darkness of the night, to 
the house where I was. The doors were boUed, 
and the family and I were retiring to rest. A 
knock was heard at the door, and no sooner 
was it opened than she entered, crying, " What 
must I do to be saved ?" After some time she 
returned back again with her load of guih. 
The next day I visited her, and while engaged 
with her in prayer, the Lord was pleased to 
burst her bonds, and fill her soul with joy 
unspeakable. For these things, O my God, 
may I never forget to praise thee ! How de- 
lightsome a work it is to be thus employed in 
fishing for souls i And, blessed be God, I am 
not permitted to say, " I toil and catch nothing." 
April 25th. — After an absence of four weeks, 
I am now returned from a visit to my Mouse- 
hole friends. I rejoiced to see my old friends 
and companions, but was sorry to find that 
some, in whose welfare I felt much interest, 
had grown weary in well-doing. Constrained 
by love, I went immediately in pursuit of the 
wanderers. When I came where one* of them 
'was, my bowels yeamtd ovsr h»i. O what 
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^aiiiaintig^krerexkoedid I discoirer in hdt \ N# 
running now with joy to show her love and 
affection, as in days past \ But, for me to look 
at this, I knew, was not the right way to re- 
itore her. I Was not with her long before the 
ailrait tear began to flow. She laboured hard 
to conceal from me her feelings ^ bat this she 
€ould not do, for I had fixed my eyes stead- 
£9ustly on her. O how did my heart rejoice 
when I saw any marks <rf contrition I Before I 
left her, I got her promise that she would a gam 
return to the Lord, i then went in search of 
the other ; and, glory be to God, I obtained the 
desire of my heart On Sunday I had them 
both at class-meeting with me. No tongue can 
express, no heart can conceive, the joy arising 
firom such a sight as this I Blessed be Grod, they 
have been steadfest ever since. O Lord, keep 
them unto the end I After I left Mousehole, I 
Maid at Penzance four days. The first night I 
met brother Boase's classj three entered into 
die liberty of perfect love. The next night I 
attempted to meet a class, but I was prevented 
by the number of people who crowded into the 
room. It was an extraordinary time; many 
were filled and overpowered with the love of 
God. I breakfasted at my dear friend, Mra 
Vivian*s; seldom has grace made a greater 
change in any one than in her. She is a burn- 
ing and a shining light, and has been so for 
many yeara It was while I was meeting a 
class at Camborne that she received power to 
believe unto full salvation. Since that, tbt 
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L6r4 ^ made her k WesfeJhg to ' ri^^f j to h& 
great name be all the glory ! for, all the goo3 
that is done in the world, I know, the Lord 
himself doeth it. On my way back, I called 
for the first time on Mr. Glasson, sen., at Breage. 
Here I saw the power of God displayed in con- 
yinciiig and converting many sinners. Several 
backsliders were restored, and four laid hold on 
the t)le^ng of perfect love. One person came 
from the distance of six miles to converse with me 
on the subject, and it pleased the JLiOrd to visit 
her from above, and give her the desire of 
"her heart. The Searcher of hearts knows, I 
mention not these things for any other purpose, 
^n. that the riches of his grace may be mag- 
rw^ • While I record them, my soul sinks in 
the djM before Him ; and I feel that Christ is 
all in alL Reflecting on what I have recently 
witnjefsei I see more clearly than I ever did in 
my life, me importance and excellency of faith. 
How has my soul of .late been blessed in read- 
ing our Hymns; and how clear is Mr. Wes- 
ley on this point 1 — 

•* To him that in thy name believes, 
Eternal life with thee is given , 
Into himself he all receives. 
Pardon, and holiness, and heaven." - 

I often think I shall praise God to all eternity 
jbr his raising him up, and sending him into 
Cornwall His Hymn-Book contains a body 
of divinity. When conversing with penitents, 
and offering them a present salvation, through 
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&ith alone in the blood of Christ, how often has 
God owned this verse, and set their souls at 
liberty ! — 

" Believe on Him that died for thee ; 
And, sure as He hath died, 
Thy debt is paid, thy soul is free, 
And thou art justified." 

June. — ^Being pressed to visit the friends at 
Breage again, I have been over a second time, 
and spent some weeks with them. I rejoiced 
to find so much good resulted from my former 
visit; and I hope on this occasion I did not spend 
my time in vain with them. At a meeting 
one night, the power of God descended amongst 
us as a mighty rushing wind ; and one present 
\vas filled with the Spirit in a very remarkable 
manner. At the request of the friends I visited 
Porthleven. I went from house to house, and 
reasoned with the people about righteousness, 
and a judgment to come ; and I invited several 
to come to a class-meeting which was to be 
held the next day. At that meetino^ the Lord 
poured out his convincing Spirit, and four were 
deeply awakened. After a long and aflTecting 
struggle, Christ appeared to the distressed, and 
set their souls at liberty. O that men would 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men ! 

I went to Ponsanooth ; and, while meeting 
one of the classes, we had a very gracious 
visitation from above. One who had been for 
four years seeking the Lord, after a severe 
•truggle with unbelief, was enabled to believe 
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WiA b^ beiut unb figtitebusBesg^ and boU% 
teedfied that she had i*^dved fofgi»v«nefiB 6f 
stas. Two others at the ftattie time eftteted into 
the rest of fall s&nctification. At this tliii€ thfe 
language of my* heart is,— 

" Stretch my faith's capacity 
Wider and yet wider still ; 
Then with all that is in thee 
My soul for ever fill." ^ 

Glory be to to God for precious fekh: it 
make^ hi«( folness all my own I O trhat hath 
Jesus dooe for my soul? ; He hath alreaJdy he- 
Mowed on me the eiccaedii^ riches of His grace, 
and will soon bestow the riches of His ^oiy 
loo. I shall soon see him as he is; for 'WheH 
Christ, who. is my life, shall appear, I sluJl 
appear with him. m glory, and snail be Uice 
him for ever. O the blessings of the cross of 
Christ conferred on me, who am unwxirthy of 
Ihe least of a)l his* mercies f My precious bn- 
manuel ! dince the day of my espousals 'to thee 
now more than fortv?«iic years stgo^ how ha* 
thou, by ten thousand thoutend bendits; «nd«tiv 
ed thyself to me; vet can I never be stftisfied 
till I possess thy full vision, and have in heaven 
the cOfnpfete enjoyment of thyself:-^ 

" Throi^gii ^\\ eteiii^igr to thee. * ,. 
A grateful Song I'll raise. 
But, OEtdrnfty's* too short, ' 

To utter aU thy prlise t^ : 

' . • / ' , • 'I-'' ' ' .' ■■, ' -K •■■■an 

AvoipsT i 1st,-— -la , ^meetjbg the .ct MM: 

• 6 * "" ' ' 
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PcniflMkQOth, we had good times; am 
were watered with showers of Divine graco, 
and our hopes began to revive, that, after our 
days of mourning, the Lord would again soon 
pour out his Spirit upon us. O Lord, hasten it 
for thy name's sake ! O what a necessity have 
I seen of late, of adding courage to my faith; 
yea, and temperance, patience, ^ godliness, &c. 
I want to be always abounding in these things, 
and to have more and more of the image oi 
God stamped upon my soul. 

3d.-^My soul is alvrays happy when I write 
on the subject of the love of God in Christ Jesus 
to perishing sanners. It kindles a fire that 
makes all within me rejoice. I want this fire 
to be alwayTS burning upon the altar of my 
iieart, ' going forth to God in flames of love, 
and joy, and praise. Lord, I want a fresh 
baptism of thy Spirit, a deeper plunge into the 
crimsc»3 flooi in order to rise more and more 
into all the life of God. I am ready to sa;^ 
with Mr. Bmmwell, " O for a noble ambiti<Na 
to bbtain one of the first seats in glory! — ^A 
constant evangelictil striving to have the most 
abondant entrance minister^ into the kingdom 
QfGod.". 

5th. — This morning I hare been meditating 
on the dreadful evil of sin. It was sin that 
caused angels to become devils ; and it was sin 
that caus^ Adam. to be driren out of paradise ; 
by sin he loa^ the .fiivour and image of God, 
.and brought death into the^ world with all our 
Ml I see it ivas a manifestation of God's 
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just displeasure against sin, when he «w^ off 
a whole world at one stroke. But, O my 
blessed Saviour 1 when I turn my thoughts for 
a moment to reflect on what thou hast done and 
suffered to redeem the ruined race, I have still 
a clearer discovery of its dreadful eviL When 
I behold thee at Pilate's bar with thy sacred 
body "all one wound," and follow thee to 
Calvary, and see thee "Wretched on yonder 
tree," minting and " crushed beneath my load," 
crying out, " My God, my God, why has thou 
forsaken me ?" I see the exceeding sinfulness 
of sin, and am constrained to say, — 

" O Lamb of God, was ever pain, 
Was ever love like thine V* 

Sept. 6th. — I am now returned from a third 
visit to my Breage friends. Many of them are 
full of faith and love, standing fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made them free. I was 
with thiem twelve days. In meeting the class 
of Mr. Glaisson, sea, he bore testimony to the 
efficacy of the blood of Christ in cleansing hk 
heart from all sin. On that and other occasions^ 
several more bore a similar testimony, all re^ 
ferring to the [same umvorthy instrumentality. 
O my God« the work is thine, and thou shak 
have the glory 1 

Nov. 13th.-^Ai^er an absence of three we^cs 
in visiting different societies, I am, through 
mercy, again returned to my hwne. Tw<y 
weeks I spent with my sont in the St. Austell 
circuit On my way beck, J called to sets my 
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Spamock friends, met the classes, visited from 
house to house, and had the happiness of seeing 
two poor backsliders restored. May they never 
turn again to folly ! 

Feb. 18th, 1818. — Since the above date, I 
have been on a tour of ten weeks among the 
churches. The first two weeks I spent at 
Camborne. I met all their classes. The 
friends were exceedingly kind, and the Lord 
blessed me among them. I lodged at Capt. 
J. Vivian's, "sVhere I was very kindly entertam- 
ed. Mrs. V., feeling a particular interest in the 
spiritual welfere of her servant girl requested 
me to speak to her about her soul. At first I 
could find no access; she was shy and reserved. 
At length the Lord softened her heart, and I 
had the happiness of seeing — 

" The humble contrite tears, 
Which from repentance flow." 

I invited her to dais-meeting; the Lord met 
with her there, and sihe covenanted ^vith him 
to give him her whole heart. It is how some 
tJHne since this took pkfce, and she is still steady 
in the ways of God. May He save her eternal- 
ly, for Christ's sake. Amen ? I vifeited Wall, 
and was much blessed among the friends there. 
After spending a few days ^^ith my \varm 
friends at Breage, I proceeded to Mdudehble, 
where I rejoiced to see the mighty works of 
God display^ed in convincing and cc«iverting 
^inner^. I intended to stay only one week; 
Imt th© wodc of th4 Lwd btoke out ambng them; 
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and the friends would not let me go. In my 
usual way, I went preaching from house to 
house, and I believe God never blessed my fee« 
ble efforts more than at this time. In one nouse 
I found a poor penitent, to whose broken heart 
the Lord revealed his pardoning mer(^. We 
fell on our knees, to give glory to Qod for what 
he had done. And now a brother of her who 
was the subject of the happy change, being pre- 
sent, fell on the floor, and cried aloud for mercy 
in an astonishing manner ; and before I left the 
house the Lord also set his soul at liberty. In 
another house, while relating this circumstance, 
the arrow of truth reached the heart of a poor 
backslider, and she trembled as in the presence 
of God. The next morning, I found her weep- 
ing for her ingratitude, and now made willing 
to return to her offended God. The following 
Sunday, I met her at the class-meeting; may 
I also have the pleasure of meeting her in hea- 
ven ! There was a gracious work among the 
children in the Sunday school. None but 
those who have witnessed such a revival can 
form any idea of it. Some of them seemed as 
deeply convinced of sin as if they had been forty 
years of age ; and, after they had found peace, 
could give as clear an account of the work of 
grace on their minds as if they had been in the 
good way seven years. But it will require 
great care to rear these tender plants. 

March 1 1th. — As I was going to Mabe chapel 
with Mr. N. Earle, he said to me, " There goes 
another backsUder 1" I stepped forward, took 
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him ly the arm, and said, " What harm did 
Jesus ever do you, that you should turn your 
back upon him t ' I then entreated him to return 
again to the Lord. He promised me he would ; 
and accordingly came to the class-meeting, 
bringing another poor wanderer with him. 
While I was praying, the power of Grod de- 
scended; and he and his penitent companion 
were cut to the heart, and wept aloud for their 
sins. They continued in fervent prayer for the 
space of three hours, when the Lord was pleas- 
sed to bestow on them a gracious sense of his 
pardoning mercy. Lodging at Mr. E.'s, I felt 
impressed with a sense of duty to speak to one 
of the same village about her soul I asked 
her if she ever prayed ; she frankly told me she 
had not ; and when I urged her to begin, she 
said she knew not how. I told her, prayer did 
not consist altogether in words, but in the desire 
of the heart; and requested her to kneel by her 
bed-side that night before she slept, and say, in 
the language of the publican, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner ! " She promised me she would. 
I called again the next morning, to inquire if 
she had performed her promise. She assured 
me she had, and that she had also, in the same 
manner, prayed that morning. The happy 
result of this was, the next Sabbath she was 
deeply awakened in her own house, and I re- 
ceived a message to come and visit her. When 
1 came, it was to me a very affecting sight in- 
"^^ to see the streaming tears, and to hear her 
Ibehtial cries. Soon the Lord Jesus revealed 
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liis pardoning metcy to lier soiil : and; bleanS 
be God ! she has now been stesadraal hr many 
years. May she stand to the end ! 

12th. — This day I enter on the stity'-iiiiitb 
year of my age. And now, while I take a siup^ 
vey of God's dealings with me, and tender ma* 
cies towards me, I clearly discover goodness 
and mercy have followed me all the days of my 
life. I have been eneqfti|passed on every side. 
Surely I may say,— - 

" When in the slij^ity paths of jQuth, 
With heedless steps I ran ; 
^is arm unseen convey*d mc sftfc, 
And led me up to man.^ 

How applicable are these words to me ! While 
living in ignorance and rebellion against my 
God, he protected me, he bore Avith me, anL 
kindly continued to strive till I gave him my 
heart ; and, since that period, — 

** Through hidden dangers, toils, and death, 
Has gently cleared my way ; 
And through the pleasing snares of vice, 
More to be fear*d than they." 

O! where shall my wondering sdul begm to 
praise him ! Eternity — eternity itself will be 
too short to praise thee, O mv God 1 

April 29th. — A respected friend at ProboB 
sent me a letter, requesting me to pay the 
friends a visit I went accordingly, and staid 
with them four weeks. Several who had, 
tiurough imbeUeC lost the witness of sanctifica- 
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Ifioa, we?b enabled «^n ,tp Jay ?iold m Qia 
blessing-. One momingf, while I with ^ friena 
was visiting the sick, I fell into conversatioa 
niMi a woman who hf^ppeped to come into one 
of the hottSlBs which w<e had entered. I ques- 
ticNiwd her ednoemiiig h^r 8(^, egad soon found 
hsr litterly dark, aqid kisetisible to spiritual 
things. I spokte to hje? f^thfiiJly of jrighteous- 
neai^ death, and jmignm^i 9^ likp Felix, she 
trembled. The next day I called on her, and 
found the truths deliverea to* her the day before 
had taken hold of her consciwice. "I have 
been/* saidjshe, "a vile sinner against God for 
forty years. Till I saw you, yesterday, I had 
been all my days asleep in sin." Seemg that 
ehe ^ra^ woundi^ by the sword of the Spirit ai^d 
mow wanted .th0 Ck)mforter, I told her that, not- 
With^tafidihg all her guilt and sin, I had good 
wwstotell her. f* Jesii3,"said I, " isnowr^y, 
willing, waiting to save you." Thia was news 
so good, that she could not at first believe it. I 
the?i said, ^*Are you willing to give np all 
your sins, to give God your whole heart, iand 
to serve him all your ikys?" WitK a full 
heart she said, " ITes, I am." Then said I, 
^*Now is the accepted timp with God; He 
needs no piice, po worthiness, no delay. All 
that Christ require^ ia, that you feel your want 
i«f him.^' We knelt with her at a throne of 
'grace, wrestled for her in mighty prayer ; and 
!the Iittd heard, and set the captive free. With 
atreamii^ eyes, and hands and heart uplifled to 
heayeB,^A(e cried. "Glory h^ to <3od. the dead's 
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#liv6, the lost k foimd 1 " Be^re ih^ rose frop 
ber kneea, she pi^yed for her buaband in a 
ftiiking ftnd aneommon manner. As soon as 
jie came home, she told him what God had 
done for her soul. This produced a blessed 
(effect upon him; from that time he gave, his 
Jbeart to God, and set out with his wife in the 
way to heaven, [Afler the lap^e of, apparently, 
^me years, my father interlines his Journal, 
and s^ys,} Blet^ be Grod, I hear she is now 
gone home to glory ! 

May 7tL — This is a day which I shall have 
lo remember Ito all etamity. On this day, forty- 
^ven years ago, the Lord pardoned all my sins. 
And, glory be to his naopae I the last year has 
been the best ctttie whole I I do find that ** the 
path of the just is as the shining light, that 
ahineth more. ai>d raspre unto the perfect day." 
I may now say with Bunvan, " I have got into 
that land where the sun shines night and day." 
I thank ^hee, O my God, for this heaven, this 
element of love ana joy, in which my soiil now 
lives. But I am not yet landed on the eternal 
shore; still I live in an enemy's country. But 
thou, O Lord, who hast kept me hitherto, wilt 
keep me unto the end; thou has told me thou 
wilt never leave me, nor forsake me, and that 
thy grace is sufficient for me. I rely on thy 
word, cast all my care on thee, and believe that 
. henceforth as my days so shall my strength be. 

14th. — My soul more and more longs for 
Zion's prosperity. Not only do I desire to see 
jinpe;!^ convinced and converted to God, but I 
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-want to see the wofk of grace caponing in ik^ 
heaxts of God's children ; I want them to be 
saved from all the carnal mind, and to enjoy 
the blessing of perfect love. How few they are, 
comparatively speaking, who have enteral kite 
this glorious liberty ! I find, by conversitig with 
professors, that many who truly desire this in- 
estimable privilege are prevented from laying 
hold of it by setting it too high. It is nothing 
more or less than simply loving Grod with aQ 
the heart Blessed be God, I do enjoy this 
great salvation ! 

20th. — I have just received a letter from a 
class-leader, who thus speaks : — " With gratis 
tude I inform you of the dealings of the Lord 
with us here. I bless Qod, 1 still know and 
feel that through the blood of atonement I am 
cleansed from all sin. In all my temptations^ 
my Saviour 



- keeps me to prove 



His utmost salvation, his fulness of love.* 

My dear wife also is enabled to hold fest her 
confidence in Jesus as her frill Saviour. At 
times, I believe, she holds with a trembling 
hand; and, by permitting the enemy of her 
peace to approach too near, she loses part of the 
nappiness which she might enjoy. My class 
prospers ; it is now the delight of my soul to 
meet this little band of undaunted Christian war- 
riors. Be assured we have not forgotten you: 
for we have reason to bless Grod that you ever 
held out to us the freeness of a full sd'^tion. 
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Go on still, and shun not to declare the whole 
counsel of God. When you have a few days 
to spare, we shall he glad to see you." 

Sep. 8th. — " Keep me little and unknown, 

Loved and prized by Grod alone." 

Never was I so truly happy in increasing union 
with the Father, Son, and Spirit. Yea, in the 
night season of late, I have heen constrained to 
say with David, " He maketh me lie down in 
green pastures : he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. He restoreth my soul ; he leadeth me 
in paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake." Of late, truly, mj peace has flowed as 
a river. I am not speakmg of n^turous joy. 
No : it is rather, — 

" The speechless awe that dares not move, 
And all the silent heaven of love." 

Oct. 22d. — I am now returned from a tour 
of six weeks among different societies. At 
Mousehole I was glad to meet so many of my 
: old friends and companions still fighting the 
good fight of faith. With several of them I 
have now been united in Christian fellowship 
* more than forty-seven years. God was pleased 
-again to bless my conversation to some of the 
feeble of the flock; and I discovered more clear- 
ly than ever the common mistake of many who 
are sincere. They say, " I wish I was so hap- 
py as I was once ; " without having the least 
conception of the excellency of fidth as the in- 
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stf ument and condition of their salvation. Go4 
has made known the Gospel-plan ir^ these 
words : ** By grace are ye saved through faith.*' 
We are saved by simple faith ; or by believing 
in Jesus from moment to moment. It is " to 
him that believeth," (not has believed, nor shall 
believe,) that righteousness is imputed. This 
is true, whether of pardon or purity j for both 
are received and retained only by faith in tho 
blood of Christ. While at Breag^ I called 
one day on my esteemed friend ]V|ra. L. ; and 
following an impulse of duty on my mind, I 
was led to converse closely with her servajit- 
maid about her ^oul. She was living without 
God in the world, and unprepared for eternity. 
I asked her if she was willing to die in her pre- 
sent state. She frankly said she was not. Then 
said I, " Suppose God should now suddenly re- 
move you to the work! of ^irits ; what would 
become of you 1 " With this solemn question 
It pleased God to fasten the Spirit of conviction 
on her heart. She now promised to yield h^- 
sclf to God, and begin to pray. That night I 
was glad to meet her at the class. The next 
morning I walked a mile to have some further 
conversation with her. It now appeared she 
had begun to pray in secret, and was deterinined 
to serve the Lord. While I was conversing 
with her, she burst into tears, crying out, " O 
what a sinner I am, what a sinner I am 1 " 
t then led her to the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus; showing her the covenant-blood, and 
what ^he wanted to make her happy. Soon tho 
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Saviour condescended to visit her troken heart, 
and turn her sorrow into joy ; nor was her pro- 
fession as ** the early cloud and morning dew ; *' 
she hjis now walkea for ^ome years in the good 
way. At the house of another friend, I found one? 
who was weary and heavy! aden with sin. I open- 
ed the Bihle, and pointed her to the promises, 
and to him "by whose stripes we are healed." 
•While I was thus in the act of exhortiiig her to 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, her darkness 
was suddenly ttuned into day. I put down 
these things, because I have been of late mord 
t^n ever convinced that it is the* will of God 
that his mercies and dealings with hia; children 
should not be lost, but, as for as practJcablei 
Committed to writing, and detained ai grateful 
memory. n ' 

Feb 11th, 1819.— O'What sweet cbHttnunion 
have I this night had with my blessed Jesus 1^ 
And how many precious promises hive been 
applied to my mmd ! such as these, *' Thy Ma- 
ker is thy husband, the Lord of hosts is hii 
name." **They shail never perish; neither 
shall ariy pluck them out of my hand." AI 
these refreshing seasons, how easy it is to plunge 
into the fountain that cleanses from all sint 
But I c^ truly iay, — * 

" I loathe myself when (J^od I see, r j 

•Apd :^Qto nothing falU 

Content if thou exalted be, 
* And Christ be all in all" 

13lh.^— *r!iis mothing: th^ Lo*d 'shined intd 
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my beaitby fais Holy Spirit, and gave me to 
see what is implied in the believer's being " aa 
heir of God, and a joint heir with Jesus Christ" 
Such was 4ny fiiith, I coujd easily claim all that 
God hath in earth and heaven as my own. I 
clearly discover it is by these believing views, 
that the soul is changed from glory into glory, — 

" Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Him, 
Lost in wonder, love^ and praise." 

It 18 by believing, or by fiuth, that we are en- 
abled to see the true nature and emptiness of all 
the things of this world, and that we see they 
were never intended for our rest or portion. By 
fiuth we see, that at last a smiling or frowning 
world amounts to nothing ; we see the souFs 
wants, and miseries, and cure; w:e see Christ 
and heaven near; we triumph over all our foes, 
and lay hold on eternal life. 

15th. — ^While possessing the delightful en- 
joyments which are noticed above, and speaking 
of the excellency of faith, I had little thought of 
the trisd that was at hand, and the call I should 
speedily have to exercise strong faith. I re- 
ceived a letter from my dear son B^'amin, 
dated Camelford, February 13th, stating that he 
had just received a letter from the Missionary 
Committee in London, in which they expressed 
a wish for him to enter on the work of a Foreign 
Mission; he also expressed the sense of duty 
which he felt in his own mind in reference to 
|h#, gr^ updeital^g, and desired to Imow 
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Hbsl I tiie^giif of it, and slaitmg thait he cooUl 
liol feel himself at liberty to beccone a Mis- 
mooary, without my consent. At reading this^l 
was greatly affected; indeed I was for some 
time overwhelmed, and incapable of giving him 
any answ^. I knew his mind had bem exer- 
cised on thesulgect long before; but when he 
m^itioned it to me, I coul4 not bear to enter- 
tain the thought, and therefore begged him not 
to think of any thing of the kind till I should 
be removed heoce. My love for him was great ; 
perhaps Jonathan's love fqr David was not 
greater. I was not ooly his &ther aAer the 
flesh, but likewise in the Gospel also. Of thiid 
he often made public acknowledgment. But 
now I saw he was apparently called of God to 
leave me, and I knew not how I could give him 
up to such an undeitaking. The object was 
a Imrden to my mind indescribable. But on one 
occasion soon afier, while I was in secret, pon- 
dering over the paiiaful subject, thinking of the 
separation, and of the various privations and 
daggers attending such a work, ju^t at the mo^ 
ment when nature shrunk bac](, and I felt as if 
I could not consent to make the sacrifice, I: 
seemed suddenly surrounded ky the Plvine pres- 
ence, and a voice said to me, " I gave my Son 
to die for thee; and canst thou not give thy son 
to go an errand for me? I will bring him to 
thee again." I cried out, " Take him, Lord take 
him ! " The , Lord conquered mje by his dyinap 
love; and never did I offer any tmng to Gg4 
more willingly. Indeed it appeared to me at 
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tl^t time^ fhat, if 11^^ a tliotlsafiici mti»,l ^ijdkt 
cheerfully have given them all up to God fdr * 
such a work. Nor haVe I ^nce ch)ahged my 
views, or had i^e uneasy thought about him. 
At the time wheh I Mi the wonderfol <ieliirdr- * 
ance, and the Father of mercies himself coade- 
sc^ided to reason with me, it seamed, for the 
moment, I could not tell whether I was in the 
body or out of the body. Time appeared only 
a moment compared with that eternity, wlikh 
waa opened to mv mind j and it Was in the fhtt * 
ateurance of iaith I offered him tip, believing, 
that, if I should see him no "more in time, we 
should quickly meet in heaven; seeing* the Lord 
t&H me he would bting him to me again. 
When the time catne for hisf departure to New 
South Wales, arid I accompanied him dnd his 
dear \Vife to the coach, and took ifiy feial leave 
of him, I was so supported abbve myself, that I 
was perfectly calm and recollected. It eeeihed 
to me, if I evet found the all-suffici€ttcy of grace, 
il was on that trying occasion, fiow does a life 
of faith triumph over eVery thingthtft would dis-: 
tress the s6ul f I know that we diall meet again, 
and that the separation will be but for a short^ 
seascMi. And even during that little seasofi, — 



" Mountain^ rise and oceans roll 
To sever* us in vain." ' 

(^od has united us; in him we i^bi^st as 6ne' 
aicrul, and "ho power can !make us t^airi.'* 
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" Present we still in spirit are, ' 
And intimately nigh ; 
While on the wings of faith and prayer, 
We each to other fly." 

Here I rest the matter with tranquillity and joy, 
while I continue an inhabitant of this vale of 
tears. 

(In this conquest of faith over the natural 
feelings! of the human mind, there are some 
things striking in my father's case. It was in- 
stantaneous, complete, and permanent. Pre- 
vious to the victory of which he speaks, when- 
ever I ventured to mention to him the subject 
of my becoming a foreign Missionary, his feel- 
ings overcame him, and I was entreated not to 
entertain a thought of the subject while he was 
alive. Partly in obedience to him, I deferred 
engaging in the important work for some years. 
At length, when I could not, consistently with 
the duty of keeping a conscience void of offence 
towards God and man, put it off any longer, I 
stated to him my case. This so affected him, 
that my brother wrote me to say, he fear jd the 
contemplated separation would shorten tV.e days 
of our dear parent. At hearing this I was dis- 
tressed, and sought advice of some of my aged- 
brethren, whether to relinquish or persist in my 
object But soon God took the matter into his 
own hands, and produced the change above de- 
scribed. Shortly after, when I returned to see 
him, before I went to London to make prepara ^ 
lory arrangements, I foxmd that natural aflfectiort 
bad no more influence upon his mind, thm 
7 
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upon the mind (d the Spartan mother, when her 
son was called to the field of war&re. As it 
is said, she dreaded nothing but her son^s &iling 
in duty to his country, so did my &ther appear 
to me, as i( on this subject, he was only capable 
of grie( by beholding me shrink back from the 
work. He had made the sacrifice, and he glo- 
ried in the cross 1 At the time when I bade 
him &rewell, neither of us expecting to meet 
again below, the language of his whole deport- 
mei|t was only — ** Go ; and the Lord be with 
thee 1" Nor did the many years d* my absence 
INToduce the slightest change in his mind ; for he 
emphatically walked by fiuth, and not by sight] 



CHAPTER IIL 

April 10th, 1820. — Giving glory to God, I 
can say with dear Mrs. Rogers, I am now right; 
and Itrust Him for all that is to come; and though 
aU weakness, ignorance, helplessness, and on* 
worthiness, yet I have the testimony of my own 
c(Hiscience, and the witness of the Spirit, that I 
am wholly and unreservedly his : His in body, 
spirit, soul ; for Christ it in my heart ; I dwell 
in God, and God in me. Grod is love ; and he 
is all I want for time or for eternity. 

May 7th. — ^A day never to be forgotten by 
me, It was on the seventh of May my chains 
fell ofl^ I was made free in Israel and became a 
feUower of Jesus. Yes, on this day I belieiped 
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with my heart imto righteousness ; on this day 
I was justified by feith, and had peace with God 
through our Loid Jesus Christ ; on this day I 
received the Spirit of adoption, and was enabled 
to say, " Abba, Father f on this day my name 
was written in heayen, I was married to Christ, 
and my Maker, — the Lord of Hosts, — the Holy 
One of Israel, — the Gk>d of the whole earth, — 
became my husband. And hast thou kept thy 
poor unworthy dust forty nine years in the wil- 
derness? Yes, glory be to God! thou hast 
kept me by thy almighty power. And now I- 
will sing, — 

" O the infinite cares, and temptations and snares, 
Thy hand has condtictedme through ; 
O the blessings bestow'd, by a bountiful Ood, 
And the mercies eternally new." 

8th. — This day I consider myself as entering 
upon a new year, and I have covenanted afresh 
with my God. Thou, O Lord, knowest all my 
wants. I feel I am weaker than a bruised 
reed; and, if thou leave me but a moment, I 
must perish, and sink, and die. But though I 
am all weakness, thou art all strength ; then, O 
my Gk)d help me, by faith's strong arm, to lay 
hold on thee. I know thy promises are firmer 
than the pillars of heaven, and thou hast said, 
" I will never leave nor forsake thee." This, 
Lord, is enough ; in thy might will I go for- 
ward. 

" Though nature's strength decay, 

And earth and hell withstand, 
To Canaan's bounds I urge my way 

At thy eoxnmand. ^ 
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"Tie watery deep I pass, 
With Jesus in my view ; 
And through the howling wildeineM 
My way pursue." 

9th. — This inorning, while meditating on 
these words, " Who shdl separate us from the 
love of Christ? shall tribulations?' * &c.,what 
an increase of faith did I feel \ This is one of 
the great and precious promises, which are 
given to us that we may be made partakers of 
the Divine nature. O now sweet and delight- 
some to niy soul are these words, " The Divine 
nature !" This is what man lost when Adam 
fell. But, glory be to God, what I lost, and 
more than what I lost in Adam, is purchased for 
me again by the precious blood of Christ ; for 
"where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound." So that it clearly appears to me, that, 
if we are not wanting to ourselves, we shall in 
the end, through the super-abounding grace of 
Christ, be gainers by the fall. When Grod's 
children get to heaven they will sing a note 
which angels cannot: these cannot sing, " Unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood," &c. But this will be the 
theme of redeemed sinners to all eternity. 

" O may I bear some humble part 
In that Immortal song :" 

15th.. — This morning God filled my soul 
with peace and joy in believing. "He that 
beHeveth," saith Jesus, " out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water." It is not accord- 
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iiig to our joy, (this is the fruit and effect of 
faiih,) but according to our feith, that God 
blesses, and saves, and accepts, and loves us. 
Our love to Grod, his people, his precepts, all 
springing from the root of feith, are so many 
acts of the soul accepted through the Beloved 
Faith clears the apprehension, impresses the 
afiections, determines the will, and governs the 
life. In reference to God and the things of 
God, it is that which supplies the want of sight. 
As if the Apostle had said. Though the glory- 
promised to believers be yet unseen and only 
noped for, yet the true believer is as much af- 
fected with it, and influenced by its attractive 
force, as if it were present before his eyes. To 
the natural man this is foolishness, he cannot 
understand it. But believers know and feel, 
that " faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen." 

My kind friends in the Liskeard Circuit had 
given me many invitations to pay them another 
visit : but, fearing my strength would not admit 
of it, I had put it off from time to time. At 
length, though above my three-score years and 
ten, I determined to attempt it in the name and 
j strength of the Lord. Accordingly, on May 
■ 30, I set off on what proved a tour of greater 
length than I had before taken. The first so- 
ciety I visited was Bicton-Mill ; here I spent 
six days with my friend Body and his excellent 
£ELmily, from whom I received tokens of kindness 
and affection beyond- all I can express; and 
found it very profitable to commune with them 
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on Ae things of Grod. My next place was 
Callington, where I stayed three weeks. Great 
was my joy to find some stead&st, to whom 
God had before made me usefiil. If such be 
our feelings when meeting on earth, what will 
be our joy to meet in heaven ! I found one had 
wandered from Grod, for whom I felt much 
compassion. I sought her out, and my boweb 
yearned over her. After frequent conver- 
sations with her, the Lord again touched her 
heart, and qjie deeply lamented her revolting 
from Him. She returned to the fold, and pro- 
mised she would henceforth be the Lord's. 
Since this she has gone on well. Another poor 
backslider, the wife of a friend, (who had for 
many years been a steady member of so- 
cie^,) was also re-awakened, and again went 
with me to the class-meeting. I went to Dun- 
ston to a monthly meeting ; and from that place 
I was, by the kmdness of Mr. Webb, conveyed 
to Wisewandr(m. Of Mr. W, it may be truly 
said, he has a church in his house. He has 
public worship within his own dwelling ; and 
nimself and Mrs. W., with five children and 
three servants, all meet in class I Here I met 
with two friends who had cast away their con- 
fidence. I reproved them for their cowardice, 
told them of the stab they had given to experi- 
mental religion, and encouraged them again to 
look to the Saviour. I have reason to believe 
my conversation with them had a good efilect. 
[Before I left they were again restored to the 
^ j<^ of God's salvation, I went to Tideford to 
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.meetaclasB: aixlliere&llin with Mr. R. GesUo, 
who insistea on my ^ing wkh him to St Ger- 
main's ; and then he told me I moBt consent to 
TOit Dodc [now Devonport]. The next morn- 
ing I went with him accordingly, and was 
kindly received and entertained l^ the friends 
there. On entering the house of Mr. K., he 
said, " While you stay with us, you are to make 
this house your hoMe." The next day he to<dc 
me to Tisit a friend ; several persons were in 
the room which I entered, and I began at (mce 
conversing with them about their souls. The 
one to whom I more particularly addressed my- 
neU, I soon found, was a stranger to the things 
of God. She expressed a wish to go to heaven, but 
frankly acknowledged she was ^raid to die, and 
said sue believed if death should arrest her in 
the condition in which she then was she should 
be lost I urged her at on(fe to give her heart 
to God, and to promise me she would that night 
begin to pray. She was silent hr some tmie. 
I told her, God was present andsaw the thoughts 
of her heart ; and that I was waiting for h^ 
answer. At length she said, " What: is the usb 
for me to promise ? I have already made pro- 
mises, but haive broken them alL" I told hier 
these had been mieide in her own strength, but 
that I wanted her to promise in the strength of 
the Lord. This remark fiustened oa her heart 
as a nail in a sure place ; and to my no small 
surprise, she immediately turned to me and 
saio, " Sir, will you pray with ine now % " We 
then kndlt down, and I interceded wldi God ib 
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her behalf. The next time I saw her, she toU 
me, that afler I left she sought a retired part of 
the house, and there fell down upon her knees 
and ofiered herself to Grod. From that time she 
sought the Lord sorrowing ; and, at the end of 
twenty-one days, her load of guilt was removed, 
and she was enabled to rejoice in a pardoning 
God. After this I met with Miss T-, who was 
earnestly desiring salvation ; and, while I was 
pointing her the way to Calvary, she was en- 
abled to believe, and received the Spirit of adop- 
tion. I have since had a letter from her, in 
which she informs me she has now become a 
member of the society. At Mr. K.'s I one day 
met with two who were earnestly longing to be 
delivered from the plague of an evil heart of 
unbelief I showed them what was their high 
privilege as believers in Jesus Christ; and, 
blessed be his holy name ! before we parted, 
they both received the witness that they were 
saved from sin. In meeting their classes I had 
many blessed seasons. I now went over to 
Plymouth to see my old and much respected 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Allen. Her^ I remained 
three weeks before they would suffer me to get 
off from them. One day I fell into close con- 
versation with Mrs. L., and found that though 
ahe had been two years a member of the society, 
she was quite a stranger to the nature of faith, 
and the Imowledge of remission of sins. I de- 
sired her to get me a Bible, that I might point 
her to Him, ** by whose stripes we are healed." 
I also to<^ our Hymn-Book, and showed her 
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how Go^l &ith is described there. Soon the 
blessed light of faith shined into her heart, and 
she cried out, " I see my debt is paid. Jesus hath 
died, hath died for me." She now sent for Miss 
H., to whom also God graciously revealed him 
self enabling her to ** reckon herself dead in 
deed unto sin." I have now a letter before me, 
dated many months after this, in which she 
^)eaks very decisively of the change then 
wrought. She says, " Till I saw you, my dear 
sir, I thought there was no higher attainment 
for me on earth than justification ; but by your 
instructions Gbd showed me otherwise, for 
which I shall bless Him to all eternity." Surely 
these things are of the Lord ; yet I have some- 
times thought I would pass tnem over in si- 
lence : But when I have thought thus, I have 
been admonished from within not to do it, so I 
dared not yield to the suggestion. 

While at Plymouth, I sometimes met three 
classes in a day ; and I can truly say it is a 
work in which my soul delights. I love to 
prop the feeble, to bind up the broken-hearted, 
and to proclaim liberty to the captives ; to be in 
any way employed under God, to hold forth to 
redeemed sinners, a full, free, and present sal- 
vation, through faith alone in the merits of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I was requested to visit 
Causand, where I found the kindest entertain- 
ment at ihe house of Mrs. Luney. Oflen have 
I been led to wonder at the love and affection 
of the children of God tovv^rd me. Surely this 
also is of the Lord \ for, separate from lum, I 
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ain ceftain I have nothing to attract (k^ta. 
Glory to his holy name 1 he was with me at 
Oausond. Sereral persons felt the power of 
Grod, were stirred up to seek his &ce, and Were 
enabled to believe and rejoice in a sin-pardon- 
ing Saviour. While I was there five new 
members joined the society, and I have since 
received a letter informing me th^'are yet 
stead&ust My next port was Saltasn ; among 
our various friends at this place, there is a 
blessed spirit of love, unity, and simplicity. I 
was ffladjy received, and lodged at mv excellent 
friend, Mr. Tasker's. I remained nere three 
weeks, meeting the classes and visiting the 
people from house to house ; and some souFs 
were awakened and saved. Never shall I for- 
get a meeting we had one night at Mr. T.'is. 
Himself his dear wife, and two pious y6un|r 
men, came together to talk about the deep thing^ 
of God. After I had pointed out to them their 
privilege to be pure in heart, and the way to 
attain it, we went to prayer, and the Lord opened 
the windows of heaven, and poured out such • 
blessing that there was scarce room to cohtaio 
it. It was some time before any thing cmxH 
be uttered but, " Glory, glory, glory 1** From 
that period they all four bbre witness ihMt the 
blood of Jesus Christ had cleansed them ^firom 
all sin. I have since received a letter from one 
of them, informing me that theyall ctill retam 
their confidence, and are going on their way 
rejoicing, giving glory to God. 

[The mppy elects ptodiieed at ' tk6 toeid 
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meeting' here spoken of, were as permanent as 
they were glorious. With two of the party my 
fiither held a close correspondence till near the 
time of his death; many of their numerous 
letters are of no common quality. After the 
lapse of ten or twelve years, I find they had all 
as lively and as grateful a rememhranee of this 
overpowering visitation of the Holy Spirit, as 
when the letter was written which my fkther 
mentions. Two of them are local preachers ; 
from one of these I have just received a letter. 
After giving an interesting account of the 
meeting, of my fether's conversation with them, 
and of *' the four lepers being cleansed at once,*' 
he adds, ** In the best sense of the word we 
were now new creatures ; and we went forth 
with an increase of both light and heat. While 
the Spirit took of the things of Christ, and re- 
vealed them unto us, the love of Christ conti- 
mied to fill our enlarged hearts, and prepared 
us either to do or to suffer the will of God. We 
became more happy and more useful ; and, what 
is matter of highest praise to * Him who hath 
loved us and washed us from our sins,' we all 
continue to hold feust our possessions to the pre- 
sent time. Our joy indeed often varies, but 
we have learned that the possession of inward 
holiness is retained not by joy, but by fidth. 
Therefore we still go on our way, singing, 
with one who is gone before us, — 

" I can, I do believe in thee, 
All things are possible to me.' "] 

From Saltash I retumed to St Qerma|r''" 
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and then ^ent over to see my old friends at Pol- 

Serro. While here, I heard of Mrs. M. having a 
esire to see me. Her fisimily not being friend- 
ly to the Methodists, it was with some £fficuity 
I obtained an interview with her. I found, by 
conversing with her, that on a former visit to 
Polperro, I had providentially met with her, and 
had urged her to begin at once to seek Grod. 
It now appeared from her own testimony, that 
that night, before she retired to rest, she bowed 
her knees in prayer. Her soul became awak- 
ened ; she slept but little during the night ; and 
soon after was soundly converted to God. O 
Lord, thou knowest she stands on slippery 
ground ; but may she prove thy grace sumcient 
for her I I came to Lanteglos ; stayed a few day^, 
met the classes, and left my respected friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. P., quite on stretch for heavenly 
things. While at Charlcstown, a friend wished 
me to converse with her daughter, who had for 
some time been unwell. I found she had a 
measure of the fear of the Lord, but at first 
shewed a disinclination to converse about reli- 
gion. Her reluctance, however, was at length 
vanquished by a sense of heavenly love. She 
was enabled to believe in Jesus Christ ; and 
promised me, if God spared her life, she would 
join with hi«? people. The Lord has since 
raised her up ; she nas fulfilled her vow, and is 
now happy in the Saviour's love. 

April 24th, 1821.— While talking with an 
old woman sixty years of age, she was soon cut 
to the heart, and in a very short time the Lord 
set her soul at liberty. The change was so 
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great, and the transition so sudden, that language 
iled to express her gratitude to God. She soon 
ran and told her neighbours what God had done 
for her soul. Another womEin was deeply af- 
fected at what she saw and heard, and also 
sought and soon found a sense of Divine mercy. 
26th. — ^While at Breage, a friend informed 
me that H. M. had a great desire to see me. I 
went to him, and found he had been five years 
under the afflicting hand of Providence. He 
told me he wanted the assurance that he was a 
child of Grod ; and then said how he had read 
and prayed, and had the clergjrman to adminis- 
ter the sacrament to him, in hopes that he 
should thereby attain what he wanted. •* But," 
says he, "all seems to be of no use." I replied, 
"No, it is not of works, lest any man should 
boast." I then brought the Bible to him, and 
opened to 1 Peter ii. 24, and requested him to 
read for himself: " Who bore our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness: with whose 
stripes we are healed." He looked upon me with 
great earnestness, and cried out, " It was faith I 
wanted ; I could never read for myself before." 
At that moment the Lord set his soul at liberty, 
and he rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory. I do not think I was with him more 
than half-an-hour before the happy change took 
place. Soon after this, he took his flight to the 
paradise of God. 

From Breage I went to Mousehole, and while 
here I completed the fiftieth year of my spiritual 
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pilgrimage. This event was rendered the more 
abundantly gratifying and delightful, because it 
took place at the spot where I commenced, and 
in the presence of the three who set out in the 
way to heaven with me.* After the lapse oi 

♦ This is a rare and striking fact, which contains 
in it much of moral sublimity. That the four young 
laen, who, at this place, set out together for the 
heavenly country, in 1771, should all continue from 
the beginning to adorn the doctrines of Gk>d their 
Saviour; and, after passing through ihe various 
perils, conflicts, and changes of life, should all meet 
together, on the same spot, in the house of worship, 
on their jubilee da]^ in 1821, is a singularly delight- 
ful occurrence, which could not fail to attract notice. 
The Rev. J. Smith remarked to me, a few weeks 
ago, how much he was impressed and delighted, 
when, preaching at Mousehole at this time, he be* 
held from the pulpit the four hoary-headed veterans, 
who, after fifty vears* hard fighting in Emmanuel's 
service, were all sitting together in the leaders* pew ! 
The irreproachable and venerable Michael Wright 
still survives ; is able regularly to attend the public 
ordinances ; and not only meets his class and assists 
at the prayer-meetings, but often leads the congre- 
gational singing with a clear and excellent voice. 
Of my uncle, some notice will be found in a subse- 
quent part of my father's narrative. As to the 
eminent and highly-respected Richard Trewavas, 
who was my father's particular fViend, and whom I 
loved and revered from my childhood, I cannot for- 
bear inserting here a brief notice of him. Like his 
neighbours, he was a fisherman ; but his mind was 
of a superior order ; his intelligence was consider- 
able ; his address was engaging and dignified ; and 
his conversation highly interesting to persons of 
all ages, and of every class in life. He had a frank- 
n&s, a generosity, a nobleness of soul, not common- 
ly met with ; and in life and death he was a pattern 
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Uf a centary, here was! I4 my dear looA^ Trer 
wavas, brother M. Wright, and my own brother 
Benedict, still kept by the power of Qod^ 
through &ith, with our faces Zionwaid. 

** O that we at last may stand. 
With the sheep at God's right hand ; 
Take the crown so freely given, 
Enter in by Christ to heaven ! " 

May 1 7th. — ^Being at the house of a friend 
at St Day, I was informed of a man who had 
heen in deep distress of soul for three weeks. I 
felt pity for him, uid expressed a desire to see 
him. His cry was still, ** Mercy, mercy, good 
Lord I " but he was almost spent out 1 direct- 
or Christian piety. His son Richard, who was one 
of my earliest and dearest religions friends, was a 
man of great vigour of understanding, and great 
eminence in the Divine life. To his intercessions 
with God in my behalf, I owed much in my early 
ministry. Though now dead nearly twenty years, 
I never pass by the spot where his ashes lie, but the 
sight of his tomb kindles the fervour of devotion 
within me. In deadness of the world, fervency of 
spirit, vividness of spiritual apprehension, and depth 
of communion with GK>d, I have never known or 
read of his superior ; and, as to his final hour, sel- 
dom in the death of saints has there been such a dis- 
play of Christian triumph. A short account of the 
father is inserted in the Wesleyan Methodist Mag- 
azine for 1826 ; and a pamphlet was published by 
the Rev. R. Treffry, containing an interesting me- 
m.oir of the son ; but I believe no one will be dis- 
pleased to find, their exalted names recorded in the 
memoir of ^their mutual and mUch-loved friend. 
—•Editor. 
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ed his ttiind to the right object, by tdting him 
I had good news for him, that Jesus Christ 
pame into the world to save sinners. It was 
but a short time before his cries for mercy were 
turned into shouts of, " Glory, glory." The 
sight of this happy change jdOfected his wife, a 
poor backslider for seven years. She became 
deeply awakened, and now sought God with 
great earnestness. It was a pleasing sight to 
see the husband rejoicing in the Lord, and the 
wife a weeping penitent at the Saviour's feet. 

20th — The following remarks d" Mr. Bram- 
well are striking, and deserve particular notice : 
• — " Justification is great, to be cleansed is greater ; 
but what is justification, or being cleansed, com- 
pared with being taken into God ? The world, 
the noise of self — all is gone ; and the mind 
bears the full stamp of God's image. Here we 
talk, and walk, and live ; — doing all in him and 
to him ; — continual prayer, and turning all into 
Christ, in every house, in every company ; all 
things by him, from him, and to him." — O ! I 
long to be more filled with God. Lord, stir 
me up to be more in earnest. I want to be 
more like Jesus. My soul thirsteth for thee, 
O Grod. I see nothing will do but being con- 
tinually filled with thy presence and glory. I 
know all that thou hast is mine, but I want to 
feel a closer ur-on. Lord, increase my feith. 
This day, whila mourning in secret for my un- 
feithfulness, and pouring out my soul for a fresh 
manifestation of Gilead's balm, Jesus spake to 
me, saying, "Reach hither thy hand, ana thrust 
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it into my aide, imd be ii^/&ithle88, but beUev- 
ing." In^antly m^ moiirning was turned to 
joy, and Christ agam became precious. 

June 25ik. — I have had a fresh plunge into 
the fountain which is opened £br sin and un- 
cleanness. My Saviour lias, not only washed 
my hands and my feet, but my head and my 
heart : and he hath clothed me with the garment 
of salvation, he hath covered me with me robe 
of righteousness. O^ I cannot describe what 
I have felt ; language ^Is to express it 

" All is too mean to speak his worth, 
Too mean to set my Saviour forth." 

28th. — I see it my privilege to grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge and love of God. . This 
is my song at present : — " To him who hath 
lovea me and washed me from my sins in his 
own blood, to him be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen." The greatest thing I have had of late 
to contend with, is vain thoughts ; I feel I have 
need to pray that Grod would not suffer them to 
lodge within me. If not promptly resisted, 
these become "the little foxes tnat spoil the 
vine ; for the vine hath tender grapes." 

July 3rd. — I have been confined to bed four 
days by an inflammation in my leg. But 
though the Lord has afflicted my body, my mind 
has been in perfect peace. My soul has mounted 
on the wings of contemplation, and I have en- 
joyed sweet commimion with God His presence 
makes my paradise. 

5th. — With one who now rests above, I can 
8 
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mji> *^ I generally glide rery happily along the 
liesliretily track, naring my sails swelled with 
the precious gales of grace from the spicy hills 
ci Zidn," I steer by the compass of God^s holy 
word, and make a straight ^course to the hea- 
Yttdy country. But I feel this happy slate is 
attained and secured to me by &ith alone. I 
am called to fight against combined and multi- 
plied wiemies; but I hear the Eternal God 
flaying, " Fear not, be not dismayed, I am with 
thee." And, blessed be Grod I the language of my 
soul at this time is,—* 

" What, though a thousand hosts engage, 
A thousand worlds, my soul to shake : 
, I have a shield shall quell their rage, 
: And drive the alien armies back ; 
Portray'd, it bears a bleeding Xiamb, 
I dare believe in Jesus' name." 

7th. — I feel the work of grace deepening in 
my soul, and I have increasing life, power, 
liberty, and delight in the service of God. In 
meeting the class last night, at Mylor Bridge, I 
felt Christ was eminently present and precious. 
O Lord, make me more thankful for these bright 
manifestations of thy love to my soul ! I do fed 
thy ways pleasant, and that in thd keeping of 
thy commandments there is great rewam. 

9th. — Glory be to God I this is a morning 
without a cloud. Lord, help me to praise thee I 
How applicable to the feeling of my soul at this 
time is this verse : — 
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'* Tkof I can loYe, and thee alone. 

With pure delight and inward bliss : 
To know thou takest me for thine own,— 
O what a happiness is this !" 

My ejniltingf heart now exclaims, •* Behold what 
nuuin^ of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
me, that I should be callecl a son of God," Tes, 
I am now a son of God, and ** it doth not yet 
appear what I shall be ; but I know that, when 
Christ appears, I shall be like him, for I shall 
see him as he is." O, my union with him is 
stronger than ever ! Whatever concerns me 
for time or eternity, I can leave joyfully in his 
hahds. Happy state, to live a life of feith in tho 
Son of God I O may I follow the Lord every 
moment I 

12th. — I am now returned from a visit to my 
firicnds at Spamock. I had not seen them for 
three years, and was happy to find so many of 
them with their faces Zion-ward. When here 
about four years ago, I met with two sisters, 
whose hearts had departed from God and his 
people for some consulerable time; and the 
Lord was pleased to make me the happy instru- 
ment of restoring them to the joy of his salva- 
tion. I rejoiced to find them still graciously 
preserved, with their souls truly alive to Goi, 
It was with divine satisfaction I met them in 
class on Sunday momhig; and there also I 
met with my dear sister Oats, whose body the 
Lord 80 miraculously restored at the time of 
her conversion. She now appealed in such a 
hap}>y gtat« of body and mixid^ that I was coh- 
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strained to say, ** O that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men !" 

16th. — ^By waiting upon God this night in 
his house, I have renewed my strength ; and 
on my way home I fell in with one of my 
neighbours, with whom I had not before con- 
versed about the salvation of her soul. I felt 
great liberty in tsdking to her ; and I now ear- 
nestly pray that God may seal the truth upon 
her conscience, so that it may be erased no more 
in time or eternity. 

22nd. — Glory be to God, I still enjoy that 
peace which the world cannot give nor take 
away. O what cause have I to praise God for 
keeping my helpless soul in the safe and pre- 
cious path of simple faith and humble love I 
May I ever lie at his feet, and never depart firom 
the rule of his written word. 

" *Tis there I would always? abide, 
And never a moment depart ; 
Conceard in the cleA of his side, 
Eternally held in his heart." 

O what is all that is called great and good, com- 
pared to this I Friends, fortune, wealth, crowns, 
and kingdoms ; what are they 1 Less, far less 
than nothing : They are dung and dross ! O 
my God, to enjoy thee is all in all ! O the 
depth of dying love! My soul is penetrated 
with the unspeakable grace that made my God 
a man of ^rief, a victim to justice, a dying victim 
for my sms. O spotless Victim ! O Lord of 
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lifel and didst thou die for me? For me thou 
didst die; my sacrifice, my God ! By a letter 
just received from Saltash, I have a very pleas- 
ing account of those four who were cleansed 
from sin while I was praying with them. They 
are all steadfast in faith and love. I advised 
them to meet in hand ; this they continue to do, 
and find it very profitable to their souls. 

24th. — Last night my mind was much grieved 
at a prayer-meeting, to see such carelessness in 
worshipping God : Sitting at the time of prayer : 
How was mv mind pained at this I O my God, 
how desirable to see these souls converted! 
Lord, hasten it for thy merc/s sake I Amen. 

27th. — This morning these words of the 
Ptalmist were made a great blessing to my soul : 
•♦ If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth : 
if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy." 
I have just now been taking a retrospect of the 
mercies of God towards me ; and I find I might 
as well attempt to count the stars in the firma- 
ment, the drops of water in the great ocean, or 
the grains of sand upon the sea-shore. But 
thanks be to his great and holy name, I have 
not forgotten them all. Among the multitude 
of unmentioned mercies, I will here record one : 
About fifty years ago, just after I was converted, 
I was seized with a fever ; I then began to ex- 
amine mjTself, and wondered where my joys and 
comforts had fled. I could trust in God, though 
I coEild not rejoice f but this passage of Scripture 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



\118 KSMCHm ov 

,w^ applied to my mind: *^ He that belierech 
on Him shall not be confounded." I received 
it as from the Lord, and my peace and joy re- 

. turned again. But being only a babe in Christ, 
and not < knowing how to live or walk by £iith, 
my joys soon withered again. While examin- 
ing myself, these words came with such power 
to my soul, and made such a deep impression 
on my mind, that I have never forgotten it : 
" Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands." These words were c^plied to my 
soul with such : light, life, and power, that I 
seemed to be lifted from the bed on which I lay, 
I may venture to say, that a thousand and a 
thousand times have I thought on these two pre- 
cious promises. They have not only been a 
staff in each hand to lean on during these fifty 
intervening years, but they have been as twx) 
strong piUatSj on which to rest my weary soul 
in satan'il darkest hour. 

" And when to that bright world I rise, 
To claim my mansion in the skies ; 
Above the rest this note shall swell, 
My Jesus hath done all thingfs well." 

28th.— ^This moming I had sweet intercourse 
Ivith the ever-blessed Trinity, and my mind was 
deeply impressed with humbling views of the 
infinite condescension and love of God. O 
blessed free grace, free for every soul of man ! 
; I could weep for the hardness and stupidity of 
poor sinners, who know -not» but neglect and 
despise, so great aalvation. I have been ooQ' 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC " 



MR. WILLIAM 0ART0880. U9 

-fined at home nearly six weeks with m i^ftoa- 
maticMi in my leg. How it will end I know 
not ; but I leare myself ia the bands of the 
Lord, who will do what is best for me, I see 
I have no reason to munnur, but great ceruse to 
be thankfol for the health I have enjoyed dur- 
ing the last My years: Not one week hare I 
been confined to my bed by a feveiv & broken 
bone, ox any other affliction. 

" Jn all my ways thy hand I own 
Thy ruling providence X see : 
Assist me still my course to run, 
And still direct my path to thee.'' 

d9th. — The pronuses this day have greatly 
strengthened and comforted my soul; etq^neeiaUy 
that &Toufite portion of mine, Hebrew^ vii 2& 
O what is contained therein I This is;a promiso 
worth ten thousand worlds. Yet what are the 
promises without &ith % It is &ith alone whieh 
IS the foundation of all our holiness, strengdi* 
and happiness. All must believe, or they can- 
not love ; and love, or they cannot obey ; ; but 
to those who do believe there shall be a per- 
formance ef every promise. 

AirousT 5th.— Brother N. Earle, of Mabe, 
came to Downstall, and earnestly invited me 
over to meet his claiss. As he had four servants 
all living without God in the worM, I felt much 
compassion for them, and a longing desire to 
do them good. One of them had known some- 
thing of Divine grace, and was still rather 
stealy in lys outward coaaduet; so I began with 
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him finit. i itket him in the field, and had a 
long conversation widi him ahout the state of 
his soul. I inyited him to come that night to 
the class-meeting, and he gaVd me a sort of 
promise that he would. But he did not The 
next morning I asked him the reason why he 
skulked away. He was speechless. I re- 
proved him smartly, and told him that though 
he could deceive man, he could not deceive 
God. " Depend upon it," said I, " you must 
answer for this with me at the bar of God, and 
then you will see whether this is a little thing 
you have done." This seemed to come with 
power to his conscience. I then left him to his 
own reflections; and went in pursuit o^ his 
fellow-servant, and found him. Thss was a 
young" man for whose converskm I had before 
laboured hard, but could bot gain my point 
I now found his mind more susceptible of good ; 
he promised me he would give his heart to God, 
and at once commence a me of prayer. This 
greatly encouraged me to go a &hing for the 
other two ; for whose salvation the Lord knew 
the ardent longings of my heart To ^in their 
hearts for the Lord I used all my mfiuenca 
I strove with my might to show them the im- 
possibility of their being saved from hell, or 
getting to heaven, without prayer j and urged 
them to promise me to begin that night With 
one of them I so &r succeeded that the heart of 
stone became dissolved by the power of God, 
and she ccHisented to be his. I told Mr. and 
Mrs. £. what had taken place, and we turned 
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the fiunily worship at night into a prayer-meet- 
ing. I gave them an exhortation ; and, hlessed 
be the Lord! his j^esence was with us. It 
was a season not to be forgotten. The next 
morning I left them, commending them to God, 
and praying that he would s^ the truth of 
what I had delivered in his name, and make it 
a means of bringing them to repentance. The 
following Sunday Mr. E. came to me, and said, 
** You must come over and meet the class to* 
morrow evening, for all my servants are deter- 
mined to serve God." There was no flying 
from me now, no shunning my presence as 
aforetime; no, blessed be the Lord! it was 
evident from their countenances a change had 
taken place within. Without invitation they 
all four came to class-meeting. The poor back- 
slider seemed now resolved to return to his of- 
fended God; and the other young man wept 
aloud from distress of soul. On the whole there 
is a great change at present. These are fair 
blossoms ; what will be the fruit, time must 
show. O Lord, may they be thine when thou 
shalt make up thy jewels 1 " Then I will praise 
thee, then I will praise thee, in the glorious 
realms above." 

26tL — ^Brother Earle sent his niece to re- 
auest I would again visit his family and meet 
the class. I went, and much of the Divine 
presence attended our meeting. We published 
for a prayer-meeting the following evening. 
This was a remarkable time : two of friend E.'s 
serrants were brought into the liberty of the 
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children of God. One of them wa« the poor 
backslider, over whom I could not but greatly 
rejoice. [He has since stood his grouud weU, 
and is become a class-leader.] In visiting from 
house to house, I fell in with a young woman ; 
to whom I had not spoken many words, before 
she was pricked in the heart, and cried for 
mercy, as one hanging over the pit of helL 
Her master (who like too many others had 
wandered from God and his people) was much 
affected at her cries and tears, and promised he 
would return again to the Lord; and I was 
happy to find in him afterwards some pleasing 
indications of penitence. One day I met with 
two brothers, the one a class-leader, the other a 
backslider. The contrast of their characters 
greatly struck me. I spoke very closely to the 
unfaithful brother: I told him of his awful 
state, and urged him once more to turn from 
the road to hell. He was deeply impressed, 
and before I lefl him he promisea again to" turn 
his feet to the testimonies of the Lord. I saw 
him the next day, and found he had been at- 
tempting to fulfil his vow. As his wife was 
also a poor wanderer, he requested me to talk 
to her. I went to their house for that purpose, 
but she fled from me to her sister's. Feelmg a 
longing desire for her salvation, I went thither; 
but she again got off Poor thing! I cannot 
give her up. But O, if she cannot meet man, 
how can she stand before the Judge, and meet 
her God ! 

Sept. 2d.— How sweet is a Ufe 6f fiaflL It 
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fSaems to me I neter saw so fiilly the worth of 
fiuth as at this tima I see Qospel nJTatioii 

18 — 

" Only to belierers known, 
Glorious and unspeakable." 

Nothing will stand the fiery test but the right- 
eousness of God by feith. Without Christ all 
is sand, — all are fifthy rags. In the past night 
I had many sweet moments in meditating on 
this delightsome verse, — 

** Thy name, O Gk)d, upon my bed, 

Dwells on my lips and fires my thoughts; 
With trembliQg awe, in midnight shade, 
I muse on all thy hands have wrought." 

I felt I could easily die, and that to dia 
would be gain. It was not ecstacy — not rap- 
ture ; but a secret stillness, an inward heaven, 
— the love of God filling the whole soul. 
Sweet would it have been to have laid my head 
upon my last pillow, and &llen asleep in Jesus. 
Some day^ before this, my faith was severely 
tried; and not without a cause. O what a 
necessity there is for more self-denial ! Lord, 
keep me ever watching ! 
g 19th. — Last night my soul was drawn out in 
an extraordinary manner while praying to be 
filled with all the fulness of God. The lan- 
guage of my heart was, — 

** Fulfil, fulfil my large desires, 
Large as infinity ; 
Give, give me all my soul requires, 
All, all that is in thee." 
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Jesus spake with power, and said, " All that I 
have is thine." My soul leaped for joy, my 
eyes flowed with tears, and all within me 
shouted, " Glory, glory to the Lord 1" 

»^ 

" O for a thousand tongues to sing i 

My great Redeemer's praise." f 

In looking over the Minutes of Conference ' 
for 1821, I was pleased and profited not only on 
account of the many thousands which the Lord 
has been pleased to add to the church, but also 
to see the blessed spirit of union and love which 
subsists among the preachers. They seem de- 
termined to adopt every measure which they 
think will advance the Redeemer's kingdom. 
I was glad to find, among many others, this 
resolution: "We again resolve, after the ex- 
ample of our venerable fathers in the Gospel, 
with all plainness and zeal* to preach a free, 
present, and full salvation from sin ; a salvation 
flowing from the mere grace of God, through 
the redfemption which is in Christ Jesus, appre- 
hended by the simple exercise of faith, and in- 
dispensably preparatory to a course of practical 
holiness. And in this great work, our only 
reliEuice for success is upon the grace of the 
Holy Spirit ; by whose inspiration alone it is, ' 
that the Gospel in any instance is rendered the 
• power of God unto salvation.' " I am more 
than ever persuaded that when this doctrine is 
.preached, God will own and bless it ; and that 
signs and wonders will be wrought in the name 
of Jesus. 
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26di. — I have jiiat visited PcHUnnooth, and am 
returned with a sonovirful mind, on account of 
the absence of that life and power of religion 
which I wish to see amongst them. I am con- 
strained to say, *' How is the fine gold become 
dim 1" LorcC once more turn and be gracious, 
and pour out thy Spirit upon them, for thy 
'name's sake 1 

■ Oct. — Having received repeated invitations 
from my Camborne friends, I resolved to pay 
them another visit On my way I called to 
see Mr. Burgess, at Redruth, and he insisted 
on my remaining with him a few days. With 
him and his amiable and excellent &mily, I 
spent many happy hours in talking about the 
tnings of God. I staid here ten days, and met 
several of the classes ; but was grieved to see 
80 little of the life of religion in that place 
which had so long been the praise of all Corn- 
wall I had some profitable seasons with them, 
especially at their love-feast ; when I was en- 
abled very freely to lift up my voice for God, 
in that house where I had often before joyfully 
testified of the power of Jesus to save to the 
uttermost. At Camborne I was received with 
the utmost love and affection; and here the 
Lord was again pleased to use me as an instru- 
ment for good. After meeting Capt. Lean's 
class one night, two young men, who were 
brothers, came in to converse with me. One ot* 
them was a poor heavy-laden sinner, seeking 
Jesus ; but he knew not how or where to find 
turn. I began at once by telling him that 
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Christ had sufimd in his stead, and borne his 
sins in his own body on the tree, and that through 
his stripes all that believe are healed. After an 
hour and halfs conversation with him, he cried 
out,— 

"Friend of sinners, spotless Lamb, 
Thy blood was shed for me.^' 

It was an interesting and an affecting sight, to 
see the heavenly joy that beamed in his counte- 
nance, to hear the effusions of his grateful heart, 
and to behold his brother on his laiees blessing 
and adoring the God of salvation for what he 
had wrought. They quickly left us, and ran 
with speed to tell their dear iather and mother 
and sister of the glorious news ; so they all re- 
joiced together, and gave glory and praise to 
Emmanuel for what he had done for their dear 
William. [He is now much esteemed for his fer- 
vent piety, and is a useful elass-leader.l This 
was the beginning of good days. Soon the 
prayer-meerings began to increase, and the Lord 
poured out the Spirit of grace and supplication 
upon the people. At one of those meetings one 
evening I gave out that beautiful and favourite 
hymn on page 203 : — 

" Thou hidden Source of cahn repose, 
Thou all-suf&cient Love Divine; " 

and then gave a short exhortation upon it Prom 
the strikmff language of this hymn, I ehdea* 
voured to show what Christ is to the believer. 
WhilespeaJoag, such views of the adorable Jesos 
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were given me as I tliinit will never be erasW 
from my mind in time or eternity. Beings in- 
vited one Sunday to visit a member of the society 
who was very ill, I asked her if she had a satis- 
fectory evidence of her interest in Christ. She 
said, *• No, nor had I ever a sense of the pardon 
of my sins." When I beheld her destitution of 
soul, and the evident marks that death was near 
^ hand, I was filled with much compassion for' 
her case. I began to encourage her hopes, and 
ofiered her Christ as a ready, able, and willing 
Saviour ; vmiting at that moment to remove her 
guilty loisuL I showed her the atoning sacrifice, 
explained to her the plan of salvation by faith, 
and told her that God required an act of faith 
in her to believe what Christ had done for her. 
She felt the Comforter drawing near, and said, 
" I never saw it in this light before." In a short 
time she was enabled fully to rely on Jesus; and 
BOW her eyes overflowed with tears, and her 
heart was filled with peace and joy in believing; 
She lived three weeks after this, neld her confi- 
dence to the last, and finished her course with 
joy. A friend invited me to come over, and 
meet the classes at Tuckingmill. In speaking 
to the people in one of the classes, I found a 
poor, heavy-laden penitent. I laboured to en* 
courage her; but, such were her strong. cries 
and tears that I thought it best to pray with 
her. Her mind apparently becoming a little 
more composed, I asked her how she feh. She 
said, " I see I must go home and pray more." 
Aware that this was a snare of satan, I repMed* 
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** There is no necessity for that; the Lord is here 
and is now waiting to bless you. There is noth- 
ing wanting, but for you to believe in Jesus as 
your Saviour. And if he died for you, ought you 
not at once to believe in him, and to love him V 
The liffht of faith soon appeared, and her soul 
found liberty through the blood of the Lamb. 
Full of the assurance of faith, she cried out, 
" Now I know my sins are forgiven." I lodged 
at Mr. S. BurrelPs that night ; and, with bin, 
the next day, I called on her, fearing lest satan 
might have beguiled and robbed her ; but to 
our agreeable surprise, we found her, having 
laid aside her onlinary work, keeping the day 
holy. ** I have," said she, ** set ap^ this day to 
praise the Lord, for what he did for my soul 
yesterday." This I thought was a very pleasing 
testimony to the reality of the work. In meet- 
ing the other classes at Tuckingmill, we had 
Threshing seasons from the presence of the 
Lord. While at Camborne, I strove earnestly 
to show leaders and people the necessity of 
being cleansed from all sin, and of pressing into 
fill salvation ; and I had the happiness of seeing 
many lay hold on Christ as their perfect Saviour. 
In meetmg Captain Leans's class one night, four 
plunged a second time into the all^ileansing 
flood. They felt so much of the overwhelming 

Sower of grace, that it was some time before 
ley had li^dily strength sufficient to walk homa 
The time of my visit was greatly protracted be- 
yond what I intended ; but my soul was kept 
as a viratered garden^ and my confidence in Qcdi 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAM CART0S80. 129 

and in the power of his glorious Gospel, was, 
I believe, never stronger. 

Nov. 24th. — I met the class last night at 
Mylor Bridge, and strongly pressed believers to 
seek entire holiness. I was examining myself 
this morning, and thought I never found myself 
more dead to sin. O what gratitude of heart 
did I feel on this account I Praise the Lord, 
O my soul, and all that is within me bless his 
holy name ! 

28th. — I see if I would get good every where, 
it must be by striving to keep mv outward 
senses under subjection to those which grace has 
opened in the soul. By feith I realize the pre- 
sence of my great Prophet ; my ear attends to 
that still small voice which is not heard in the 
hurry and tumult of our nature ; my eyes gaze 
on the Divine perfections, displayed in the whole 
economy of nature and grace ; and hereby I 
begin a life that never ends, and obtain enjoy- 
ments which shall increase to all eternity. Faith 
does hot merely wait for Divine influence, but 
actually lays hold of it, as well as on every 
other purchased and promised blessing; yea, by 
simple fidth, promises and Promisor are made 
all our own. In this school I often lament my 
want of proficiency, but, blessed be God ! I can 
truly say I am desirous of learning his way 
more perfectly, that I may daily make sensible 
objects subservient to the realities which fidth 
reveals ; and givinor glory to God, I think I 
can say I have latdy mastered some profitable 
lessons ; and hereby mv soul is stirred up to 
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get fresh fire from the holy altar. But I waul 
my powers to be put in quicker and stronger 
motion towards Him, whose love is a seat 

".Where all my pleasures rollj i 

The circle where my passions move, 
\ And centre of my soul." } 

For some of my best thoughts on feith, I am 
indebted to the excellent Memoirs and Letters 
of Mrs. Rogers. 

Dec. 7th. — O I want to live every moment 
in dependence on the blood of Christ, and con- 
stantly expecting the fulfilment of the Divine 
will in all the sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Ghost in my soul ; The way into the holiest is 
opened; and, blessed be my gracious Lord! 
thorough ffim, as my prevailing Advocate, my 
soul has access and waits in believing expecta- 
tion for all that feith beholds ! 

15th. — Since I wrote last, I have had severe 
conflicts with the powers of darkness, but Jesua 
has proved my strong tower. O what a blessed 
thing it is to have a refuge to flee to in the time 
of custress 1 Since the storm, it has been a * 
blessed calm ; all joy, all peace. I have had 
sweet communion, and a closer walk with Grod. 
I have no footing of my own to stand upon : 
this is all sand: But Christ is a rock; and, 
fflory be to God, I am built upon him, and all 
me storms of this life, and floods of temptation 
from the enemy, have not washed me off. I 
bless the Lord, I neyer lived more in the liberty 
of the sons of Gk>d, nor felt more of the wortli 
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of Christ, than of late. I can truly say, *' I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord" 

" Had I Gabriels heavenly tongue 
This should ever be my song, 
Earthly things are far too tame 
To diverfme from the Lamb." 

16th. — ^This morning my soul has been so 
let into God, so filled with the Divine presence, 
that I am lost in wonder, love, and praise. Lan- 
guage &ils to express my feelings sit this time. 

" His sovereign majesty 

I shall in glory see, 

And to eternity love and adore." 

^2nd. — This day I set off with the intention 
of visiting my brother and friends at Mousehole* 
but on the road I was taken very unwell, ana 
with great difficuhy reached Breage, where I 
stopped at my old and much respected friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. Limbrey^s. I got worse; and, 
on the night of Christmas-eve, I thought I should 
have died. I lay panting for life, but all was 
calmness and confidence within. The kind- 
ness of the dear friends at whose house I re- 
mained can never be forgotten. Mrs. L.*s as- 
siduous attention to my wants calls for my most 
grateful acknowledgments ; I pray the Lord to 
reward her for her kindness. After a few 
days, I got a little better, and then returned 
home. 

3 1st — Glory be to God, he has again re 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



132 MEMOIR or 

rtored me to bodily strength 1 I feel an increas- 
ing confidence in Him, and a fresh determi- 
nation to set out anew for the heavenly kingdom. 

my God, assist me to fulfil my resolutions! 
Amen. 

[In the course of the year which closes with 
this chapter, my father wrote me several en- 
couraging and quickening letters. I was now 
in the compamtively dry and barren soil of 
New South Wales. The following extracts 
will serve as a specimen of hisr mode of ad- 
dress.] " You must still go on, my son, sow- 
ing in hope; leaving every thing to God; 
knowing that * in due time you shall reap if you 
feint not' When things do not turn up just as 
we expected, we are apt to be discouraged; and 
if we do not at these times look to God, our 
faith will feil. He says, * Fear not, I am with 
thee ; be not dismayed, I am thy God : I will 
strengthen thee.' It is here we must look, or 
our faith will soon stagger. Abraham, you 
know, • staggered not through unbelief, but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God.' It was 
not the strength of the rams' horns, nor the 
echo of their voices who shouted, which threw 
down the walls of Jericho, but Joshtia's feith 
in God. * And the Lord said tmto Joshua* See 

1 have given into thine hand Jericho.' Then 
God told him what he must do : how he must 
compass the city, and go round about the city 
once. *Thus shalt thou do six days; and 
the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven 
times,' Joshua, no doubt, went on cheerfully 
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in his duty; he did not say, 'Lord, will not 
once do as well as seven times ? ' Thus when 
God sends his servants to preach the Gospel, 
they must take care to preach it in fiiith, and 
persevere in the work. They are to cry aloud, 
and spare not; to lift up their voice like a 
trumpet, and show the people their sin.* They 
must also take care that this be done in love; 
not in a warm zeal of their own, or a fire of 
their own kindling. This kind of fire will not 
consume the stubble ; it must be the fire of love, 
kindled in the heart by the Holy and Blessed 
Spirit of God. My prayer night and day is, 
that he would help you to cast the net on the 
right side, that thousands and tens of thousands 
of precious souls may be gathered into the fold 
of Jesus, and be eternally saved. A good man 
observes, * In order that you may see this, you 
must pray hard, believe hard, ana wrestle hard, 
and never be discouraged.* 

" Though you do not for a while make that 
havoc in the devil's kingdom which you could 
wish, you must keep up your courage, and con- 
tinue to fire at it. See that you level all your 
artillery well, and load your guns with the 
heaviest shot, aiming at its very foundation. O 
for more of that faith which did such wonders 
of old! We want Abraham's faith. Job's 
patience, Moses' meekness, John's love, Paul's 
zeal; and, I am sure, we want the wisdom of 
Solomon, for we have all kinds of people to 
deal with. I was pleased with the remark, 
%t\ nf: you 866 more clearly than ever that you 
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can do nothing except God be with you. Now 
for God to be alvrays with us, we must be al- 
ways with him. Enoch walked with God 
three hundred years, and had this testimony, 
that he pleased God : Now this walking with 
Gk)d is a secret reliance or dependence upon 
him for all we want. * Without me/ says 
Christ, *ye can do nothing ;' but &ith gives us 
to sec that every thing we want is in Christ, 
by whom we Have access by fisiith into this 
grace wherein we stand. 

* A fountain of life and of grace, 
In Christ our Redeemer we see.* " 



CHAPTER IV. 
January 15th, 1822.— 

"What now is my object and aim; 
What now is my hope and desire 1" 

I bless God, I can say, It is to follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth, and to aspire after the 
perfection of his image upon my heart From 
the ground of my heart I can say, Christ was 
never so near, so dear, so sweet, so precious to 
my soul as he has been of late, and is to the 
present moment. My soul is in its element 
when I am thinking and; talking about Jesus. 
I can say, indeed, with one of my dear friends^ 
|:oni whom I havel just received a letter, •* I am 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAM CARTOSSa 139. 

at the bottom of all, but I do feel iucre?using der*. 
Ughtin serving my Father and my God." 

** Caird the full power of faith to prove, 
Let all my hallow'd heart be love, 
And all my spotless life be praise." 

18tL — Last night, while meditating upon 
Christ's death and passion, and his intercession 
dt God's right hand, I had a more affecting 
sight of Christ crucified than I ever before had 
in my life. " All his wounds and bruises appear- 
ed to my soul in such a manner as affected every 
nerve in my body, I thought on that verse of 
Mr. Wesley, 

** Five bleeding wounds he bears," dec. ; 

and never saw so much in it before; while a 
voice seems to say, "I suffered tais fer thee." 

21st — I have found this day, what I have 
not unfirequently found before, that the violent 
storm is often near the calm. It seemed this 
morning as if all the powers of darkness were 
let loose, and determined to devour me. I kept 
continually calling upon God, and looking up 
to him, and casting my soul upon his precious 
atonement ; being determined to hold fast my 
confidence, and not give way to unbelief 1 
found I had nothing of my own to fly to, or de- 
pend upon : Nothing but faith: No promise 
appeared all this time ; nor had I any sensible 
OTjoyment : Nothing but a sight of my weak- 
, imperfections, shortKsommgs, and fidliflgt. 
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Not that I felt condemnation for any particular 
act This was a conflict of a peculiar kind ; 
for thousands of times before, when I have been 
violently attacked by the enemy, I have looked 
up to Jesus, and foimd him to be a strong tower. 
Now, naked fiiith was my only defence ; the 
only weapon with which I could maintain thft 
fight I looked round for help, and at last f 
thought on our Lord being led up of the Spirit 
into 3ie wilderness, to be tempted of the devil 
On this the adversary began to yield : and, in a 
moment, Jesus appeared to my believing eyes, 
and spoke to me in his well-known voice : ^ To 
him tlMit overcometh, will I grant to sit with 
me on my throne^ even as I overcame, and am 
set down with my Father on his throne." In 
an instant my enemies were all gone» and O, 
how did the transcendent glories of my precious 
Redeemer beam forth upon my soul ! and his 
name was sweeter than honey or the honey- 
comb 1 This conflict for the trial of my hlih 
was but of short continuance, but quite long 
enough ; for it was smart work on ooth sides 
while it continued. Could satan have wrested 
my shield from me, he would have made an 
easv conquest This I was well aware of; 
ima therefore took the more care to hold it fast, 
and exercise it with all the strength I had : look- 
ing eagerly and constantly to my Advocate. 
O what a necessity there is to keep close to 
I6SU8» and to be ever on my guard, watching 
■^Dtayer I 

' «-^I was never more afiected in hearing 
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the Gospel than I have been of late ; Every 
sermon I hear seems better than the former. I 
feel an increasing love to the ministers of God, 
and am ready to say, *' How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings," &c. O, I lonff more and more for the 
salvation of souls, and willingly would spend 
and be spent in helping the chilaren of God on 
their way to glory. I think I never did feel 
my heart so much delighted in the work of 
meeting classes, as of late. My soul rejoiced 
last night to see a poor backslider return to 
the class, for whose restoration I prayed much, 
and with whom I had often conversed on the 
subject of her return to Jesus. The Lord 
softened her heart while she was making a 
humble confession of her revolting from iCm, 
and expressing her determination to arise and 
once more seek his fiice. 

Feb. "2nd. — The more I converse with sin^ 
ners, the more I discover the darkness of their 
&llen state. Yesterday I was talking to a man 
fifty years of age, and found he could not give 
xne an answer to that simple question, ** What 
did Jesus Christ come into the world for?" He 
was confessedly speechless, though living at a 
very small distance from a place where the 
Gospel is preached. O what a necessity there 
is to preach from house to house ! 

6th. — In the course of the week past, I have 
met six difterent classes, with much pleasure 
and profit; for, " where the Spirit of the Lord 
is^ there is lU)erty." But I mourn to think there 
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are so very few who enjoy the full liberty of the 
Gospel. V ast numbers of professors look at 
purity of heart as a thing so high as to be quite 
beyond their reach ; and hence are indifferent 
about it. Some of them think, if they g^t it they 
shall never hold it fast Unbelief has so far 
crushed the energies of their souls, that they do 
not "hunger and thirst after righteousness;" 
and the necessity of the thing they seldom at- 
tempt to urge upon themselves by reflecting on 
such a portion of God's word as this : " Without 
holiness, no man shall see the Lord." In meet- 
ing classes, and in private conversation, during^ 
the fifty years of my pilgrimage, and more par- 
ticularly within the last eight years, I nave 
gained considerable knowledge of professors, 
and must express my grief that the number of 
the half-hearted is so lar^e. Alas ! what mul- 
titudes are at ease in Zion, settled upon their 
lees, neither hot nor cold ! But, blessed be GK)d, 
the prospect is briffhtening ; for the number of 
burning and shinmg lights, among preachers 
and people, is on the increase. Lord, muhiply 
the happy number more and more abundantly ! 
Amen. Were " the mystery of faith" better 
known, the improvement among God's profess- 
ing people would be much more rapid. Many 
are not defective in their sincerity, but in their 
fiiith. It is simple because of unbelief that they 
do not enter into that glorious rest which is be- 
fore them, and nigh unto them. They do not 
see it is their privilege to venture now on Christ 
for the blessing they want, tvh^er just^cation« 
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or aanctification, withcrat hesitation or delay, be- 
cause he hath said, '' All things are now ready I 
now is the accepted time, now is the day of sal- 
vation ; by grace are ye saved through faitL" 
An impenitent sinner, one who lives in the wilful 
breach of a known law, has no object of fiiith 
but the threatenii^s, which declare that he shall 
have his "portion in the lake which bumeth with 
fire and brmistone;" but every true penitent has 
Christ set before him, and is invited and urc^ed, 
and commanded to lay hold pf hiyn for pardon, 
holiness, and heaven. O that the blessed 
Spirit would help the infirmities of the children 
of the kingdom, and give them to see their 
privileges, and the way to possess them ! 

28th. — I attended a Missionary-Meeting at 
Penryn last evening, and felt more than I can 
express for the poor souls that are still in heathen 
darkness. But I thank God, for the prospect, 
that the glorious Grospel will soon be sent among 
a greater number of them. On this subject 
there is a blessed spirit of unity among preachers 
and people. My heart says, — 

" O Testis, ride on, till all are subdued, 
' Thy mercy make known, and sprinkle thy blood ; 
Display thy salvation, and teach the new song, 
To every nation, and people, and tongue." 

Lord, what an easy matter it is for thee to 
say to the north, " Give up ;" and to the south, 
•♦ Keep not back ;" to bring thy sons from far, 
and thy daughters from the enis of the earth ! 
If thou speSc the word only. Lord, a nation 
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shall be born in a day. Thou hast said, ** The 
earth shall be foil of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea." Then " the wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid ; and the calf, and the 
young lion, and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. And the cow and the 
bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down 
together." O my Father, my God, what a 
happy world would this be ! How desirable 
to see it 1 Thou hast said it shall come. O 
hasten it, for Christ's sake ! Amen and Amen. 

March 6. — In meeting the class last night 
at Grarrick, my soul felt much of the inward 
heaven. O wnat a blessed light shined into my 
mind, while I was giving out this beautifal verse 
ofthe 393rd hymn:— 

" Open my faith's interior eye, 
Display thy glory from above, 
And all I am shall sink and die. 
Lost in astonishment and love." 

April 25th. — I paid my Camborne friends 
another visit, and lodged at friend Bennett's, 
Camborne Vean. It being his appointment to 
preach at Kehelland on the Sunday, he pressed 
me hard to go with him. I feared the walk 
was to long for me to undertake, but went with 
him, and found freedom in speaking to the 
people. On our way from the chapel we over- 
took two young women, and overheard one of 
them talkmg to the other on the subject of be- 
lieving in Jesus Christ I stepped forward, and 
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asked her if she knew any thing of that impor- 
tant subject. She said she did once. I ear- 
nestly entreated her again to give her heart to 
God, and unite with his people once more. 
The following week they both came to Captain 
Lean's class; and, after a hard struggle in 
prayer for about two hours, the Lord set them 
both at liberty. The next Sunday several of 
the Camborne friends made an appointment to 
go to Kehelland, to hold a prayer-meeting. 
The news of our coming excited some curiosity 
among the people, so that the house was 
crowded within and without. The power of 
God descended, and many sinners were pricked 
in the heart; This was a drop before the 
shower. The Lord began a gracious work 
among them, and some of the most wicked and 
notorious sinners in the neighbourhood were 
awakened. Trejuthan, a snot which had re- 
mained barren and unfruitful for a number of 
years, now became as the garden of the Lord. 
For some days the cloud of mercy hung over 
it ; and so plentifully poured its precious con- 
tents on the dry ground, that the deep concern 
for the salvation of thdr souls seemed to draw 
off the people's attention from every other object. 
I went into a house one day, which I had not 
before entered, to inquire after a servant girl 
in whose spiritual welfiire I felt some concern. 
Her mistress, I found, was unawakened. I 
wam^ her of her danger, entreated her to give 
her heart to God, and, before she slept that night, 
to commence a life of prayer. I commende'^ 
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them to God in prayer, and called again in a 
few days. I now found Mrs. E. a penitent, 
and used my earnest endeavours to lead her to 
Jesus for pardon and salvation. After awhile 
we united in prayer ; the Lord quickly aniswered 
for himself, and filled her heart with triumphant 
joy. It was a pleasing sight to behold the change 
in this femily. Here were the husband and 
wife, and their servant, just brought out of dark- 
ness and sin, now all rejoicing in the Lord to- 
gether. I took tea one evening at brother 
Smith's ; just before we were going to unite in 
prayer, one entered the room who was a stranger 
to me ; I had no sooner opened my mouth in 
prayer, than he was deeply awakened, And 
roared from the disquietude of his souL I 
think I never saw a man in my life whose an- 
guish of spirit was greater. He was a backslider ; 
and saw and felt hi^faith and ingratitude. After 
a severe struggle he obtained mercy, and joy- 
fully testified that God had pardoned all his sins. 
Returning one night from Troon, I saw one 
coming behind me, and felt my mind impressed 
. to speak to her about her soul. I staid till she 
came up with me, and had not spoken many 
words to her before she burst into tears and loud 
cries. Her bodily strength was so afiected by 
the distress of her mind, it was with much dif- 
ficulty we could get her to Captain Lean's. 
Seveml friends prayed with her ; but she con- 
tinued to groan under the weight of her guilty 
load. The cries and wailings of her broken 
heart were deeply affecting. At length the 
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Comforter appeared, and she cried out, "The 
Lord hath shaken body and soul over hell, but, 
blessed be his name, he hath not let me fall in !" 
Some time after I met her in class, and she bore 
a lively testimony that the Lord had pardoned 
and adopted her into his family. Brother W. 
J. requested me to visit his father-in-law. He 
coon began to weep and exclaim against him- 
self as a vile sinner. It appeared, that when he 
was a youth of seventeen he knew something 
of religion, but had now long* lived without 
God in the world. He wbs sensible of his state 
and scarcely dared to look up for pardon. I 
was affectea to see a man sixty-three years of 
age in such a distressed state of mind. The 
tears which streamed over his aged cheeks told 
the contrition of his heart. I encouraged him 
to expect mercy from the God against whom 
he had sinned. I told him there was no need to 
despair, because Jesus Christ was an Advocate 
for such sinners as he was. "And now," said I, 
" if Jesus Christ has groaned and died to redeem 
you, and risen again for your justification ; and 
IS ever at the right hand of God making inter- 
cession for you ; do you not think you ought to 
love him ?" He at once saw his obligation to 
the blessed Saviour, and cried out, " O yes, I do, 
I do love Him !" At that moment the Lord re- 
vealed his pardoning mercy to his soul, and he 
rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory; 
and with full hearts we knelt down to give tne 
praise to whom it is due. I might relate many 
other instances of a similar nature. I believe the 
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Lord never condeac^ided to own my feeble en 
deavours more than he has in my. visit to Cam- 
borne this time. Great good was done in the 
class-meetings, especially in CJaptain L.'s, in 
which it was not micommon for two or three to 
find peace in an evening. Into this class the 
people so crowded for some weeks, that it could 
not be regularly met at all. As many probably 
as five hundred have been at one prayer-meeting. 
I continued with them four weeks ; I was then 
obliged to le^ve them, because the exertion was 
too great for my bodily; strength. Never did I 
wonder more at the universal love and affection 
of the people toward me. To Jesus alone be 
all the praise I 

July 26th. — O my Saviour, what shall I do 
to love and praise thee more ! I grieve that 
my faith is not more active, and that my love 
and gratitude do not more abound. I wonder 
at the goodness of God toward me, and sink 
with shame before him. How is it, that the 
soul being of such a value, — God so great and 
good, — and eternity so near at hand, I am so 
little moved? Lord, stir me up to be more in 
earnest about things ahove ! 

Aug. 7th. — I feel determined more than ever 
that GU)d shall have my whole heart I want 
to be practically conformed to the good, and ac- 
ceptable, and perfect will of God, and to feel 
the well of living water continually springing* 
up within my soul. " I see faith and hope 
must replenish and support my joys :-;^ithout 
th«r aid, my joy must quickly droopy ^raid die. 
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But by the aid of these irapai^fent graces, the 
soul is ever filled with heavenly fragrance; and 
a fire is brought from above which devours all 
the stubble of inbred sin; and every plant, root 
and branch, which my Father has not planted. 
Hereby my soul shall be purified, in all its 
powers and fiiculties, even as gold is purified 
m the furnace. Many waters cannot quench it ; 
many floods of temptations and trials only serve 
to make it bum still brighter and brighter. O 
how precious is this love! It is the bond 
of union with my heavenly Bridegroom, the 
pledge of my immortal crown, the foretaste of 
my glorious heaven above, the source of bliss 
through the ages of etemily. I have found, in 
all my experience, that in every temptation the 
victory much depends on resisting the first on- 
set. To reason for a moment is dangerous. Is 
the object, or gratification, forbidden ? That is 
enough, if we truly love the Lord our God. 
But when we deliberate, we throw ourselves 
into the arms of satan. Neither ought conse- 
quences to be considered : God will see to these ; 
better suffer any thinsf than his frown." O 
may I ever walk by this rule, and live to please 
my God alone ! 

8th. — O what am I? abject nothingness. 
Yet Jehovah is mindful of me ; and after pluck- 
ing me as a bi^and from the burning: afler 
cleansing my unholy soul by the power of his 
Spirit, accepting the conquered rebel; yea, 
udopting into his feimily and fevour the poor 
fugitive, he doth now reward my poor services 
10 
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with his approving smile and continual pre- 
sence ; teacmng me in ignorance, strengthening 
me in weakness, supporting me in trizus, bless- 
ing my feeble endeavours and labours, fight- 
ing for me against every enemy, and making 
all things work together for my good. O my 
soul, what mercies ! what boundless love ! 

10th. — I see more and more clearly that fiiith 
is the root from which all the brandies of holi- 
ness grow. Christ is the vine, and we are the 
branches, grafted into him by feith before we 
can bring forth fruit. As a branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, so we cannot bring the fruit of 
"love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness," &c., till by feith, we are united to 
Christ. We are not to rank faith among the 
other graces, but to account it the foundation of 
them all. Works do not go before feith, but 
we must believe to work aright. Faith is the 
gift of God in a sense highly superior to that in 
which our natural powers may be called his 
gifts. Grod imparts the power or grace ; but he 
requires us to use it. He commands us to 
believe. My mind was never before so deeply 
aflfected with the reasonableness and importance 
1 of these views of faith. And O what a dam- 
*^ nation does not the sinner deserve who refuses 
to accept 

" Pardon and holiness, and heaven." 
on terms so easy. 

** Only believe and yours is heaven." 
1 3th. — I awoke this morning very early, and 
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found my mind solemnly engaged with GM. 
Not a cloud appeared, and my soul longed to 
take her flight to he for ever with the Lord. 
My mind has recently heen pained to meet with 
so many who have Jong been professors of re- 
ligion, and still know nothing of their interest 
in Christ Of justification by feith, and the wit- 
ness of the Spirit, they seem just as ignorant as 
if they had never heard a Gospel sermon in 
their fives. 

16th. — It has been matter of great joy to my 
soul to hear of the general revival in the Me- 
thodist Connexion duripg the past year; and 
that not less than twelve thousand members 
have been added to the church. O Lord do 
thou grant that these souls may find their way 
to heaven 1 

" Break forth into singing, ye trees of the wood, 
For Jesus is bringing lost sinners to God I" 

18th. — This day I unexpectedly met with a 
Christian friend from a neighbouring society. 
I felt our conversation on the things of God 
was particularly profitable. It turned on the 
necessity of our retaining a clear witness of per- 
fect love ; not only on account of our own hap- 
piness, but of our usefulness also. My mind 
has latterly been greatly pained to see the little 
effec^the Gospel has on the minds of the people ; 
how few there are who seemed to hear for eter- 
nity ! Lord, save them from becoming Gospel- 
hardened ! 

21 St. — I have just been thinking upon my 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



148 MSMOIE OF 

dear son, who isnow in New Sooth Wales. To 
what an amazing distance has the kind hand of 
providence removed us from each other 1 But 
a moment's reflection tells me it matters little 
whether we spend our few days on earth in each 
other's company, or at the distance we now are. 
The evil to be dreaded is a separation that shall 
never end ; and this is the separation which, it is to 
be feared, must take place between the branches 
of many families. How awiul the thought, that 
husbands and wives, parentsand children, should 
be parted for ever 1 I bless the Lord, it is trans- 
porting^ to me to look forward to that day, when 
I shaU meet my dear wife and all my dear 
children in heav^i, to be separated from tnem no 
more to the countless ages of a blessed eternity. 

23rd. — I have been meditating on GWs 
tender mercies towards me, as manifested in 
Christ Jesus; and really feel astonished that I 
should sbena so small a portion of my time in 
praising him for such amazing benefits. O how 
am I not more thankful i Lord, save me from 
the sin of ingratitude I 

28th. — In the many waking moments of the 
past night, my soul has had sweet fellowship 
with the Father and with the Son Christ Jesus, 
Grlory be to Grod, I frequently find many pre- 
cious promises applied to my mind when I am 
lying on my bed ! But this morning it was sug- 
gested to my mind, — Suppose these promises 
should not come from the Spirit of Grodl 
For a moment I felt a shrinking back, through 
the temptation, to unbelief; but suddenly these 
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words were applied to my mind: "Reach 
luther thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side ;" and " be not feithless, but believing." In 
a moment the temptation was gone, and I was 
constrained to c cy'out, with Thomas, " My Lord 
and my God." It was a blessed season, and the 
witness of perfect love was again renewed to 
my soul. This blessed witness of the Spirit, 
both in justification and sanctification, is what 
I see the necessity of more then ever. For my 
own part I do not see what progress professors 
of religion can make without this. Did I say 
religion ? Can they be deemed the possessors 
of true religion at all till they so believe as to 
have witness in themselves? Till they have 
this Gospel foith they can only be denominated 
** seekers of salvation." It is extremely painful 
for me to reflect on the multitudes who are stop* 
►ing short of their inestimable privilege. But^ 
lessed be God, I do hope the happy number of 
those who enjoy it is on the increase. Thott 
knowest, O Lord, how I long to see it O send 
forth thy Spirit among the people, for thy name's 
sake I Amen. 

I 29th. — This is a morning without a cloud ; 
^ all is calm, and joy, and peace ; nothing of rap- 
ture, but solid unutterable bliss ! I cannot ex- 
press what I feel; it is "joy unspeakable and 
mil of glorj' ; " a sinking into nothing at the 
feet of Christ ; a feeling that he is " all in all." 

"My soul on his fullness delighted I cast." 
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30tL — This day I went orer to see my much- 
respected friends at Treworlasi On my way I 
called to see the old blind man, to whom the 
Lord graciously revealed his pardoning love 
three years ago, while I was conversing with 
him. He was ihen in the eighty^rd year of 
his age. I now found him sitting outside the 
door ; and no sooner did he hear the soimd of 
my voice than he knew me, though I had not 
spol^en to him for about two years. He still 
retains his confidence in his atoning Saviour ; 
and our interview was crowned by the refresh- 
ing presence of the Lord. I spent five days 
with Mr. W. and his excellent daughter, who 
still bears every mark of the plain, humble 
Christian, though living in the prospect of 
speedily possessing so much wealth. What a . 
mercy is this, having so large a share of the 
world, and not borne down by the torrent ! O 
Lord, do thou keep her henceforth and for ever- 
more I I foimd it delightfully profitable to con- 
verse with several of my ola friends in that 
neigbourhood. One day I fell in with a poor 
backslider, and earnestly entreated him to return 
again to the Lord. He accordingly came to 
the class-meeting while I was there: and I 
have since reason to hope that he has returned 
to the Shepherd and Bishop of his soul. Before 
I went, it was my earnest petition that Grod 
would give me one soul ; Glory be to his name, 
I trust he has granted my heart's desira 

Sept. 18tL — This day, while conversing 
with a poor dark sinner, about righteousness. 
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temperance, and a judfifment to come, she wept 
bitterly. O Lord, seal the truth of the Gtospel 
upon her heart: and may these impressions 
not be as the early cloud and morning dew I 
'^ 1 9th. — This day, returning from Ponsanooth, 
I fell in with a Christian friend, and we talked 
freely together of the deep things of Qod. She 
longed to be saved from all the carnal mind, 
but had not clear views of the nature and method 
of full salvation. If saved from all sin, she 
thought it must be impossible to feel such and 
such temptations. CM this account her mind 
was oflen perplexed, and she knew not how to 
proceed to the Canaan of God's perfect love: 
But it pleased the Lord, while I was conversing 
with her on this matter, to shine into her heart 
by his blessed Spirit, and enable her to go on 
her way rejoicing. Just as I parted from her, 
I met with a man who had been overtaken in a 
fault, and had for some short time withdrawn 
from the people of God. Of his un&ithfulness 
I had no suspicion till I saw he sought to shun 
me. I talked to him &ithfully and afiectionately ; 
he acknowledged his error, and promised to re- 
mm again unto the Lord. He has since walked 
tteadily in the path of duty. 

22nd. — The Lord keeps my soul like a 
watered garden, as a spring shut up to aU but 
himself How sweet the moments which I 
have enjoyed with my God this night ! His love 
has been m my soul as a well of living water. 

" My hope is full (O glorious hope !) 
Of iznmortality." 
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While pleading for the salyation of a poof 
sinner, with whom I conversed some days ago 
and whose heart then appeared somewmit con- 
trite, the answer was, '* Thy prayer is heard, if 
shall be so." Language fails to describe whal 
I felt. 

30th. — I rode to Cury, to see Mr. W. Hendy. 
With this man of Grod, and his pious feimily, I 
was much delighted ; himseH his dear wife and 
three servants, all happy in Gtod; apparently of 
one heart and one mind. Joining in prayer, at 
a friend's house, before we parted, the power of 
God came down in an extraordinary manner j 
one young man received the blessing of a clean 
heart, and a young female was awakened, and 
wept bitterly on account of her sins. We found 
it difficult to part. 

** And if our fellowship below 
In Jesus be so sweet, 
What heights of rapture stall we know 
When round his throne we meet V 

Oct. 17th. — ^While I lay awake last night, 
my mind was suddenly impressed, as if a voice 
had spoken to me, that it was my privilege to 
converse with God. I cried out, ** What, such 
a worm,-^— an unworthy worm as I am,— con- 
verse with God!" The thought caused my 
heart to leap for joy ; while new scenes of glory 
riione around me. It appeared as if I was on 
the suburbs of heaven. In this happy frame of 
mind I fell asleep, and dreamed I was in a boat, 
^ the water ; while hoisting ike sail; a gust of 
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wind took k, and the man at the hebu cried 
out, " We shall all be drowned.*' As the scene 
appeared as vivid as if it had been real, I ex- 
pected evCTy moment to be swallowed up in the 
watery deep. But I felt no fear, my mmd was 
sweet^ tranquil, expecting instant heaven. 
Just then I awoke, and my heart was deeply 
affected with gratitude towards God, because he 
had kept me from fear in the immediate pros- 
pect of death. This vision of the night has done 
my soul much good. 

19th« — I see it is fiiith that must bring me to 
the very entrance into glory. Where the one 
ends the other begins. It is observed of the 
most renowned ancient believers, "These all 
died in the £uth ; " their faith did not die be 
fbre them. Faith must bring their dying com- 
forts ; and, O how full, and how near a treasure 
has it to go to ! To die to this world is to be 
bom into another. Faith is an act of reason, 
and believing is a kind of knowing ; even a 
knowing by the testimony of Him whom we 
believe. It will, therefore, not a little strengthen 
oui faith, if we contemplate the perfections of 
Qod, and the nature of our souls. If feith be 
not much exercised in its victorious acts, we 
shall neither know its strength, nor find it strong 
when we want to use it The life of sense is 
the exkemj £uth has to conquer. These are 
lessons of great importance ; and happy are 
those who, by experience, are best acquainted 
with tlkem, 

21a(.-^I tee. Ik greater necemty than ever of 
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living near to God, and of keeping the heart 
with all diligence continually, in order to redeem 
the time ; without this there can be little or no 
progress in the Divine life. Without watching 
tinto prayer, O how soon would this heavenly 
fire abate in my soul ! What a necessity do I 
see for leaders and people to struggle liard to 
keep the life of Grod in their souls ! O what a 
danger there is of becoming withered branchesi 
Lord, save thy people from a dead, or dry, 
formal way of worship; pour out thy Spint, 
and let there be a shaking among the dry 
bones 1 

27th. — This morning I have felt an increased 
vigour of spirit, and a fresh resolution to devote 
myself more fuLy unto the Lord, and to urge 
on others the great necessity of their receiving 
and retaining the witness of the Spirit What 
I mean by the witness of the Spirit, Mr. Wes- 
ley very clearly explains in his excellent ser- 
mon on this subject. " The testimony of the 
Spirit," sa)rs he, " is an inward impression on 
the soul, whereby the Spirit of God directly 
witnesses to my spirit that I am a child of God; 
that Jesus Christ hath loved me, and given him- 
self for me; that all my sins are blotted out, 
and that I, even I, am a child of God. But let 
none ever presume to rest in any supposed testi- 
mony of the Spirit, which is separate from the 
fruits of it." 

Nov. 1st — I now feel the infirmities of age 
&st fi^^owing upon me; My memory fidls me 
greatly, especially in writing: I have restless 
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nights, and often a violent pain and much heat 
in my feet ; but, while I lie awake, I bless God 
I do not suffer from the lashes of a guilty con- 
science. No, glory be to God, I can say, — 

'* Jesus, my all in all thou art, 

My rest in toil, my ease in pain ; 
The med'cine of my broken heart, 

In war my peace, in loss my gain : 
My smile beneath the tyrant's frown, 
In shame my glory and my crown." 

13th. — I bless the Lord he is still deepenmg 
and widening his good work in my souL In 
all my pilgrimage I never saw so much includ- 
ed in the word ** believing*' as I do now. I 
clearly perceive that were I for a moment to 
cease believing, I should at once be swallowed 
up by the enemy of my soul. Were I to suffer 
unbelief to slip in, to true peace of mind I must 
say, " Farewell." But, I bless God, whenever 
the adversary attacks me, I do feel a power to 
look to Jesus ; and I find his name a strong 
tower and a city of refuge. I find no way to 
conquer but through faith in his blood. 

15th. — ^A few days ago, I felt such a longing 
desire to save souls, that I said in my heart, to 
the Lord, that if he would condescend to use me 
as an instrument in his hand, to bring one soul 
more to himself, I would for ever praise him for 
it When at Ponsanooth, I was informed of a 
young woman who was so ill of a consumption, 
that her medical attendant had given her up. 
The moment i heard of her case, I felt an ardent 
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desire td see her. As she was known to have 
a strong dislike to religion and religious 
, the friends told me it would be use- 
But what they said no ways discouraged 
I resolved I would try to gain access to 
her, and, if I could, hare some conversation 
with her about her soul. I accordingly went 
to the house, and informed her mother what 
was my business. Her mother said, she was 
not yet come down stairs, but she would tell her 
of it. The answer was, that she did not wish to 
see me. This did not dishearten me, nor quench 
my desire for her salvation; but it instantly 
struck me, that if I would see her at all I must 
come upon her unawares. Two hours after- 
wards I again called at the house, and found 
her sitting by the fire, exceedingly pale and 
deathly in her appearance. I was well assur- 
ed in my mind, that if I would have access 
to her heart, I must attempt it in the gentlest 
manner, by the tenderest love and afiection, and 
by indirect approaches ; so I asked her several 
questions concerning her complaint, and found 
it such as was likely soon to bring her to the 
grava I then asked her if she believed there 
was a God ; she answered, " Yes," in a rather 
high and forbidding tone of voice. "And do 
you believe," said I, " that he knows the secret 
thoughts of your heart ?" " Yes." •* But do 
you think you have ever sinned against this 
God V* " O yes," said she. My heart rejoiced 
to hear from her such admissions as these, 
"• And now," said I, •• are you willing to die in 
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your present state of mind?" She candidly 
confessed she was not. I then told her Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners, that 
he had died to purchase salvation for her ; but 
that he had said in his word, except we repent 
of our sins we should eternally perish ; and that, 
after she had repented, in order to be saved, 
she must believe that Jesus bore the punish- 
ment due to her sins ** in his own body on the 
tree." Her heart now began to soften; and 
she burst into tears, while I endeavoured more 
at large to show her from the Scriptures, and 
from our expressive Hynms, the willin^ess 
there was in Christ to save her. At myjeav- 
ing, I proposed prayer, to which, she readily 
assented. The next day I visited her again ; 
and no sooner did I enter the room where she 
was, than I perceived her to be a very different 
creature from what she was when I approach- 
ed her the proceeding day. She now opened 
her mind, and freely entered into the import- 
ant subject : and while I conversed and prayed 
with her, tne Lord wrought powerfully upon 
her heart, and she wept much. Four days 
after this, it pleased God to set her captive soul 
at liberty, by the manifestation of his pardoning 
love ; and soon after she died happy in the 
Lord. 

16th. — To-day I had a conversation with one 
of the members of our society, on the subject of 
the witness of the Spirit. like too many others, 
he was resting short of this privilege. Finding 
he had not read Mr. Wesley's sermons on thw 
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subject, I earnestly requested him to procure 
and read them as soon as possible. What a 
thousand pities it is, that the excellent sermons 
of Mr. Wesley are so little known or read 
among too many of the Methodists ! 

18th. — Last night in the midst of much pain 
and affliction of body, the Lord wonderfully 
supported me by his presence. O how sweet 
was that union which I had with the Father, 
Son, and Spirit ; and how harmoniously do they 
unite together in the great scheme of my re- 
demption! I bless God, all my desires are 
satisfied in Him ! He is my reconciled God 
in Christ Jesus ; I feel his presence with me in 
sickness and in health, at home and abroad, in 
reading and in writing. O may my every 
breath be praise ! 

Dec 24th. — This day I left home on a visit 
to Mr. W. Hendy. With him and his happy 
family, I staid several days. On the Suncky, 
Mr. W. Thomas came to Cury to preach ; and 
very earnestly pressed me to go to Mullion. I 
was reluctant, on account of the distance, and 
thought to plead myself off; but he would take 
no denial. Accordingly, the next day he came 
himself for me. Religion had been rather at a 
low ebb in Mullion for some years ; and there 
seemed, at this time particularly, a dark cloud 
of unbelief to pervade the minds of God's peopla 
I feh as if I was brought into an atmosphere 
in which my soul could not live. Oppressed 
with griet on account of the state of things 
around me, I began to cry mightily unto the 
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Lord for help. The third night, while in hed, 
it pleased God to reveal himself to me in a 
wonderful manner. From this gracious visita- 
tion, my faith and hope revived; a EHvine 
power descended into my soul, and I felt like 
one made all anew. I knew the change was 
of God, because of the power which was now 
given me to spe^-k to the people about their 
souls. At Mr. T.'s I unexpectedly met with 
one of Breage, in whose salvation I had taken 
much interest ; but, hitherto, she had stoutly re- 
sisted the striving of the Spirit of God. I now 
earnestly interceded with the Lord on her be- 
half and conversed much with her, in the most 
afiectionate and faithful manner, on the neces-. 
sity to meet her God. I urged her to begin to 
pray, and at once to give the Lord her heart. 
It pleased God to bless my efforts, and seal 
truth upon her conscience. When I saw this, 
I invited her to the class-meeting. The second 
time she came, while I was meeting the class 
in Mullion chapel, the Lord graciously mani- 
fested to her soul a sense of his pardoning love. 
The change wrought in her was so manifest, 
that two young men in the feimily of Mr. T. 
were thereby powerfully awakened to a sight 
and sense of their lost estate as sinners, and 
were both soon converted to God. This quick- 
ly spread abroad, the fire began to kindle, and 
there was a blessed stirring up among pro- 
fessors, many of whom were enabled to beheve 
unto fUll salvation. Mr. F. insisted on my 
coming to spend a Sunday with him at Newtoa 
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Before I went, I earnestly besought Gbd to 
make my visit to the &mily a blessing to the 
souls that composed the household. The eldest 
daughter was a sensible young woman, about 
nineteen years of age. As soon as I saw her, 
my soul was drawn out with ardent desire for 
her salvation; and compassionate love con- 
strained me to invite her to come to Jesus, and 
give herself up to the service of Him who had 
redeemed her. At first, she stood aloof from 
every overture, and seemed to make lipfht of it; 
but one evening I pressed her to go with me to 
the chapel to a prayer-meeting • that night, the 
Lord touched her heart; and she was soon 
brought to enjoy a very clear sense of God's 
pardoning mercy. I conversed much with her, 
and rejoiced to find her mind so well informed; 
her views of the plan of salvation so correct ; 
ind her heart so fully set on things abova 
The Lord grant that she may be &ithful unto 
death. I went with a friend to the Lizard, and 
felt much of the Divine presence while I was 
speaking to the people. Many hearts seemed 
deeply affected : may the good seed take root I 
From this place I went to Ruan, where the 
Lord began a good work among the people. I 
gave an exhortation on the nature, frmts, and 
necessity of faith ; and published for a meeting 
the following evening ; when I urged on all 
who were living in sin, to prepare for a dying 
hour and a judgment-day. Many present were 
deeply wrought on; I told them we should 
have a class-meeting the next night, and should 
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be glad to see as many present as were willhigr 
to forsake their sins, aiA flee from the wrath to 
come. In compliance with the invitation, eight 
new members came, and seemed greatly in 
earnest to save their souls. I lodged at Mr. 
and Mrs. B.'s at Cadgewith, where I was most 
kindly entertained. In conversation with Mrs. 
H., I was grieved to find her mind so much 
weio^bed down by the sad effects of unbelief. 
I told her it was her privilege to be freed from 
all the deadly evils of unbeBef and its fruits ; 
that God had commanded her to reckon herself 
dead indeed unto sin ; and that it was her privi- 
lege at that moment thus to reckon with God, 
because Christ had paid all her debt, having 
purchased for her both pardon and holiness ; 
and therefore it was at once her duty and her 

Erivilege to believe and enter it I God enabled 
er to take the advice ; she did believe ; and, 
having plunged into the fountain which is 
opened for uncleanness, she rose every whit 
whole. Jesus granted her all her desire, and in 
the fulness of her grateful heart she cried out : — 

" I'll praise Him for all that, is past, 
And I'll tniSt Him for all that 's to come." 

Nor was it a transient feeling, for I found by 
subsequent intercourse, that she was built on the 
Rock of Ages. I cannot close this account of 
my visit to Mullion and its neighbourhood, with- 
out mentioning the wonderful change that was 
produced in my dear brother, J. T. : I often 
lodged at his hotise, and took frequent opjiortu- 
II 
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nities €f( conyersmg with him on the subject of 

5 effect lore. Though a man of piety, and steady 
eportment, yet his mind was often so weighed 
down and dejected through unbelief; that he wa5 
not unfrequently shut up in Doubting Castle. 
I laboured hard to point out to him the way . 
of simple fait^ in the Son of Grod ; and soon he 
unm enabled to lay hold on the great salvation. 
From the moment hfe was brought to enjoy full 
liberty, be became like a flame of fire. Instant 
in season and out of season, abroad and at home, 
he was preaching Christ; and the Lord used him 
as the happy instrument of much good, especially 
in deepening the good work in the minds of Grotfs 
children Many of his friends thought, a more 
manifest change was seldom wrought in any man. 
In consecjuence of a promise to return at an 
appointed time to Mr. Hendy's, I left MuUion 
sooner than I otherwise should have done. 
When I was last at Cury, a respectable young 
female was deeply convinced of sm. Her mim 
continuing in a state of bondage through unbe- 
lief; she imbibed a notion, that if she had ano- 
ther interview with me, her soul would be set 
at liberty ; and through the expected medium, it 
pleased the Lord to reveal himself unto her in 
nis pardoning mercy. Like many others who 
have the means of gratifying the taste of the 
carnal mind, she had previously indulged in 
the vanity of dress and fashion ; out now, Grod 
haying clothed her with humility, she made a 
striking sacrifice of all conformity to the world. 
And, what is more remarkable, she had the 
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courage to tell the young man to whom ^ 
had given her company, that he must not cal- 
culate on enjoyinff her company any more un- 
less he became decidedly religious in his cha- 
racter. This firm and exemplary conduct on 
her part had the desired effect on him It may 
seem hard for some to credit this ; but I was an 
eye-witness, and can vouQh for the truth of it. 
Some others got good while I was there : May 
the Lord make them steadfast and unmovable ! 
The great kindness of Mr. and Mrs. H., and the 
rest of the dear friends, under whose roof I have 
been entertained and lodged, can never be 
erased from my mind. I believe I may say in 
truth, that, since the first day I knew the Lord, 
I never spent eight weeks more happily or use- 
fully. But, my God, my soul knoweth right 
weU, that all the good that is done upon earth, 
thou thyself doest it ; and cheerfully do I ascribe 
to thee all the praise: Yes, my Lord and 
Saviour, thou shalt have the glory in time, and 
to all eternity. 

March 14, 1823. — Since I last wrote in my 
journal, O how greatly has my mind been 
weighed down, to see the indifference, coldness, 
and deadness of the people at Mylor Bridge I I 
can scarcely see one young person in the place 
who has a serious concern for his soul. O that 
Grod would speedily put a stop to this torrent of 
ungodliness ! 

25th. — Yesterday the Lord visited my soul 
m an extraordinary manner : I was constrained 
to shout aloud for joy and gratitude, to think that 
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He should make such a worm as I am the in- 
strument of bringing sinners to repentance. By 
a letter from Miss F., of Muliion, I have Just 
received a pleasing account of the happy effects 
of the revival in her father's femily, and among 
her neighbours. "Wherever I go," she says, 
" I find religion is the chief topic of conversa- 
tion. My two brothers, a sister, and two ser- 
vants, have all joined the society, and are the 
subjects of a gracious change " I have received 
another excellent letter from one of the younff 
converts. When she was made happy in Grod, 
I advised her to seek out her former companions, 
and do what she could to bring them to partake 
of "like precious faith." It appears she has 
followed up the advice with much zeal and 

gerseverance ; and with some she has been 
appily successful, 
[tjnder the above date, my father writes to a 
local preacher, to whom be had been useful : 
The following is an extract from the letter : — ] 

••My dear brother, 

"I HOPE you feel the same pleasure in 
preachinfif a full salvation as when I saw you. 
And while you offer the blessing to others, do 
not fail to live in the daily, hourly, and mo- 
mentary possession of it yourself; else you will 
lose the sweetness and Divine satisfaction you 
once enjoyed in this blessed work. You know 
we have need to take care of being discouraged 
in our own minds when we meet with diflicnl- 
ties, and do not succeed in that way and manner 
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we wish and expect We must not reason 
about it for a moment, but believe and go for- 
ward, leavinor every thing quietly in the hands 
of God ; still acting with a single eye to his 
glory, in all we think, or speak, or do. While 
we thus Jive, we shall continue under the Di- 
vine influence, and be enabled to rejoice in the 
kingdom fixed within. Are we "soldiers 
fighting for our God?" let us take care that 
our spirits never flag, but that we keep our fiiith 
and courage up. I would say to you, my bro- 
ther, as Paul said to Timothy, * Fight the good 
fight of faith, whereunto thou art called, and 
hast made a good profession before many wit- 
nesses.' And remember, if we wish to be more 
useful to our fellow-mortals, we must still strive 
to be more holy ; to get more of the image of 
God stamped upon our souls. O for more of 
that &ith which casts out sin, purifies the heart, 
and conquers and puts to flight all our ene- 
mies 1" 

April 12th. — ^For several days past, the 
enemy of my soul has made repeated and fierce 
attackis upon me ; it seems as if he had rallied 
up all his forces to try what he could do to 
shake my confidence in Grod ; but, blessed be 
his name, 

" Still, in spite of sin, I rise, 
Still to call thee mine I dare. 

Without much of this holy violence, I find I 
cannot conquer, or drive back the armies of the 
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aliens. But, glory fee to God, neither their 
magnitude nor their number discourages me ; 
for it is not in my own strength I go against 
them : No, because I feel I have none ; but — 

" Who in the strength of Jesus truhts, 
Is more than conqueror." 

Gladly do I join with one of old, and cry out 
with my whole heart, " Thanks be to God, who 
giveth me the victory, through our Lord Jesua 
Christ!" 

May 1st.— This morning, in meditating on 
the word of God, I felt it was precious to my 
soul. I could exclaim, the Lord is my por- 
tion, saith my soul, therefore will I hope in 
him;" and when I remembered it is said, 
" The Lord's portion is his people," I thought 
within myself, " If the Lord has taken me fot 
his * portion,' and I have taken Him for mine, 
then truly I have the best of the bargain." O 
yes, I have greatly the advantage ; " Nothing 
out sin I call mv own ;" but he has given me 
the riches of his grace here, and reserved for 
mc the riches of his glory hereafter. O how 
delightsome the thought ! He has indeed given 
me not only his gifts, but himself also. While 
I indulged in this train of meditation, my heart 
was sensibly affected with the Divine goodness. 

3rd. — To-day, while on the road returning 
firom Penryn, I was reflecting on the gain a 
Christian derives frgm trading with " the hea- 
ly country." In a moment, as if a voice 
fipokeu to me, it was inquired^ what interest 
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I had there. My heart instantly replied,"* I am 
a sou of the King of that country, and a joint 
heir with Jesus Christ" My conscience did 
not give me the lie, hut all within seemed to 
rejoice in the truth of it 

7th. — Through the tender mercy of my Gted, 
and the kind intercession of my dear Redeemer, 
I am spared on earth, to see the return of an- 
other of my spiritual hiith-days. I see sufficient 
cause to he humbled as in the dust beibre Qod, 
on account of my short-comings, imperfections, 
and little improvement of my precious time. Q, 
It is well for me that I have an Advocate 1 
But, on the other hand, what abundant cause 
have I for gratitude and thanksgiving ! Yes, 
^ory to thc^ my God, I see I have 1 I bless 
thy name, I have beheld thy mighty power dis- 
played this year in the conviction and conver- 
aon of sinners; paiticidarly of Gunwalla, 
Mullion, and Ruan. It is now fifty-two years 
since the Lord spoke peace to my troubled 
mind. Then I could say, "* Behold, God is my 
salvation, my strength and ray song ;" and, after 
the long lapse of so many intervening years, O 
what a heavenly sweetness do I still feel springs 
ing up in my souil Yes, glory be to God, I 
stS feel I am built on the rock of etenial agesi 

8th. — This morning, early at the dawn of 
day, when I seemed ottering on a new year, I 
renewed my covenant with God, and solemnly 
engaged to be his fer ever ; and, giorv to his 
adorable namel ray Gk>d and my Fatner con- 
descended to renew his covenant with me. in 
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a very remarkable manner this promise was 
applied to my mind, " I will put my laws into 
their mind, and in their hearts will I write them ; 
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be 
to me a people." Three times God spake with 
power to my soul ; in such a wonderful man- 
ner did he speak the third tim^e, that had he not 
veiled his gtoiy in a moment, I could not have 
lived under it. I cried out, " Lord, it is enough!" 
I was then enabled to believe from my heart, 
that my Maker had again renewed hismarriage> 
covenant with me. O! what an increase of 
confidence in him did I feel aflor this ; and what 
fresh vigour of soul to pursue my way to the 
vealms of bliss and glory ! Never, I think 
shall I forget this morning's covenant with my 
God. 

July 3rd.— I am just now returned from a 
tour of six or sev^oi weeks, in visiting the diP 
ferent societies at Breage, Mullion, Gunwalla, 
•Ruan, and Helston; and trust my humble 
^R>rts to convince the sinner, and to estal^h 
and build up believers, have not been in vainia 
the Lord. During this time of travelling and 
exertion, I have often been led to adore the 
goodness of. God, in so wonderfully strengthen- * 
ing my body : I have scarce felt an hour's pain 
since 1 have been absent O my Saviour, may I 
never forget to praise thee I I rejoice much to 
meet so many of those to whom Grod had made 
me the instrummit of good, still standing fast in 
the &ith. One oi ^em, who fetched me to 
Ruan with a horse, informed me, as we journeyed 
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aa togeth^, that before he saw me, he was 
for seven years in an awful state of backsliding 
from Grod, and could not see by what means he 
was to escape from his unhappy bondage. I 
well remember the conversation that passed 
between us. I would not let him go till I hod 
his promise that he would again give himself to 
God, and commence a life of prayer, before he 
lay down that night. He now told me that he 
kept his promise. At present he seems to 
have a good work of grace upon his mind : 
May he be found &ithful unto death I I also 
met with the young man with whom I had the 
conversation about his soul, while he was smo- 
king. For some time I laboured hard tp awaken 
his conscience, but nothing affected him. I 
then requested him to lay aside tbe pipe ; and 
no sooner had he done it, than the truth of God 
touched his heart, and he became a penitent at 
the feet of Jesus. Greatly did we rejoice again 
to meet each other in the flesh ; and I trust we 
shall also meet above. I spent three days with 
the friends at Hellston, going from house to 
house, conversing of Jesus and the things of 
eternity. In three of the houses which I visit- 
ed, the awakening SpirilNippeared to seal the 
truth on the consciences of sinners. Some of 
them wept bitterly : May these gracious im- 
pressions never be effaced. 

Aug. nth. — I have recently returned from 
a visit to my much-respected friends, at Saltash. 
They nobly hold &st the blessing of full salva- 
tion, and axe more and more established in it. — 
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They still meet in a select band ; and, instead 
of four enjoying perfect love, there are now 
more than twice that number. I had the great 
pleasure of meeting in band with them, and 
also of seeing another brought into full liberty. 
In this little place, there are several of the ex- 
cellent of the earth. I should have staid longer 
with these truly respectable friends, but was 
obliged to hasten home, from an attack of my 
old complaint, an inflammation in the leg. 

Sept. 17th.— Since I last wrote, I have been 
confined to bed four weeks, by a malignant 
fever, and have been brought nigh to the gates 
of death. But I have great cause to be thank- 
ful for the wonderful support which the Al- 
mighty afforded me in the time of triaL He 
applied many great and precious promises as 
cordials to my fainting mind. I felt that his 
eternal power was my refuge, and that under- 
neath were the everlasting arms. The third 
morning afler I was laid by, while looking up 
for Divine aid, Jesus appeared to the eye of my 
fiiith, and said, in his well-known voice, " Thou 
art all feir, my love ; there is no spot in thee." 
My heart bounded with transport, my eyes flowed 
with tears, and all ^pvMun me shouted aloud for 
joy. This blessed visitation afforded me lasting 
strength and comfort, and will, 1 trust, never be 
forgotten. I praise God, he has now so £ur 
restored me, that I am able to walk about a 
'^-Uttle, and attend the means of grace, to tho 
"eat profit of my soul. 

Nov. 30th. — ^A few days ago, I was Requested 
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to visit a person who was dangerously ill ; 
there being no hope of her recovery. 1 was 
well acquainted with her, and had often warned 
her of her danger as a sinner, and invited her 
to give her heart to God ; but she did not close 
in with the offers of mercy. After a close con- 
versation with her, she seemed to obtain some 
knowledge of her lost estate, and showed marks 
of repentance. I was sensibly affected by her 
cries and tears, and gave her all the encourage- 
ment I could. The next morning, I called 
again to see her : She wept much, but I told 
her it was a nice point to say whether her re- 
pentance was genuine or not. I, however, felt 
much love and pity for her; and; while endea- 
vouring to prove and illustrate, from the word 
of God, the willingness of Jesus to save sinners, 
and earnestly interceding with God in her be- 
half, it pleased the Lord to answer for himself 
by bursting her bands of guilt and sin asunder, 
and sheddmg abroad his love in her heart. 
She cried out, " Jesus is here, Jesus is here !" 
She now felt clearly assured that God had par- 
doned all her sins, by the Spirit which was 
given unto her. -The following day, I found 
her standing fest in the liberty wherewith 
, Christ had made her free ; and, in a short time, 
ishe entered the world of a^irits, witnessing the 
power of Jesus to save unto the uttermost. Is 
not this a brand plucked out of the burning ? A 
short time before this occurred, I had been 
breathing my ardent wishes to God, that hd 
would again permit me to see his holy arm dis- 
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played in the salvation of another sinner. He 
has now granted me the desire of my heart ; 

flory, glory, be to his holy name ! No one 
nows the happiness this affords, but those who 
taste it by experience. 

Dec. 6th. — I "received a message from my 
brother, at Mousehole, informing me that if I 
would see him once more in the body, I must 
hasten to him without delay. I set on with all 
speed, and found him very low, but very happy 
in God: — 

" Strong in the Lord of hosts, 
And in his mighty power." 

I was with him fivo days before he took his 
flight to paradise. Such was his assurance of 
salvation, and such the heavenly manifestations 
on the occasion, that I sat by him with sweet 
composure and Divine satisfaction of mind, and 
beheld him fell asleep in Jesus. Thus, after 
fighting the good fight of faith for more than 
fifty-two years, he finished his course with joy ; 
leavmg behind him a name that will long be 
precious to those who knew him. From the 
time he joined the society, to the day he entered 
mto the joy of his Lord, he was one of the most 
unblamable of men : I never knew or heard c^ 
a stain on his character. The cause of Giod 
lay near his heart, and to the utmost of his 
power he struggled to promote it. For many 
long years, he was one of the principal pillars 
of the excellent society at Mousehole. Many 
of the preachers, who in succession have riaited 
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this farourite place, held him in high esteem, 
an4 remember his name with pleasure. The 
regularity with which he attended the prayer- 
meetings, and every other means of grace, was 
proverbial. Few men more revered the Sabbath 
: than he did. In common with other fishermen, 
^he was often tempted to profane the Lord's 
? day, by pursuing his ordinary calling; but, in 
this respect, he was an example of selfdenial 
and pious trust in God. So generally was he 
beloved and revered for his piety, that all parties, 
in the neighbourhood, seemed to regard him as 
the most fit person to instruct, comfort, and pray 
for them in a dying hour. He filled the oflice 
of class-leader for more than forty years, and 
greatly was he beloved and respected by his 
members ; and, as a man of uprightness and 
general integrity, his name was known far be- 
yond the immediate circle in which he moved. 
Truly it may be said of him, " He feared God 
above many;" but now he rests from his la- 
bours, and his works do follow him.* 

♦ Among his excellencies unmentioned above, 
was his strong attachment to his Bible. As fax 
back as I can recollect, while he was on a visit to 
my father, I remember he said, " When I have been 
detained at sea two or three days, and have not had 
an opportunity of reading the word of God, on en- 
tering my house, after I have come ashore, at the 
very sight of the Bible my heart has leaped for joy 
within me." Of my father's piety he thought very 
highly. I was present at a prayer-meeting, whea 
my father gave a short exhortation in his usual strain. 
My uncle was there also, and afterwards stood up 
to speak a few words to the people. In the course 
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On my way home I visited Breage, Mullion, 
and Constantine ; and^ rejoiced to find so many 
of those who had but recently entered on*the 
\york of God steadfast in the paths of duty. 
While I was at Constantine a gracious revival 
commenced, and I had the happiness of seeing 
many sinners awakened and brought to the 
knowledge of the truth. Hearing that Grod 
had very wonderfully visited Ponsanooth, I 
hastened thither, and found some of the dis- 
tressed souls in the chapel, who had been there 
several days and nights struggling in prayer and 
crying for mercy. At Mr. Love/s factory the 
Spirit of conviction was operating so powerfully, 
that many who had been triflers were falling 
down on their kness to pray in the midst of their 
work. Indeed, for many days, little else was 
done but attending to those who were deeply 
agonizing with God for their soul's salvation. 
Multitudes were the subjects of a gracious 
change ; the exact number I cannot say, but 
upwardsof a hundred gave their names to meet 
in class. But not only at Ponsanooth has this 
glorious work broken out : It has gone forth 
mto all the societies and congregations round 
about to a great extent. Thousands of sinners 
are said to be awakened. How many, in conse- 

of what he said, when referring to my father's re- 
marks, he was much affected, and with a full heart 
and streaming eves, he observed, I have now known 
my brother William, as a Christian, nearly forty 
years, aad have always been constrained to regard 
him as one of the best mtn living."— Edit. 
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quence of this general shakmg among the dry 
bones, will find their way to heaven, O Lorcf 
thou knowesti These are feir blossoms; and 
in due season it shall appear who will bring 
forth fruit unto perfection. May God deal gently 
with them, and show them mercy unto eternal 
Hfe ( Amen and Amen. 

[I doubt not but it will be both pleasing and 
profitable to the reader to append to this chapter 
a brief account of that eminently pious and ta- 
lented man, the late Stephen Drew, Esq., Bar- 
rister at Law, of Jamaica, from whom my father 
this year received an excellent letter, in answer 
to one which he had written to him. The cir- 
cumstances of this gentleman's conversion are 
rather striking, and for difierent reasons deserve 
to be recorded; particularly as they are not 
known to the public. For many years he lived 
in Jamaica an entire stranger to God, far apart 
from religious people, without the means of 
grace, and surrounded by sensuality and sin. 
In 1814 his sister, Mrs. C, of Saltash, was sa- 
vingly brought to God, joined the Methodist so- 
ciety, and soon became eminent for her faith, and 
zeal in her Master's cause. The following year, 
being stationed in the Liskeard Circuit, my 
feither and I became acquainted with this accom- 
plished and devoted woman. The case of her 
unconverted brother, dwelling in the darkness 
and dissipation of Jamaica, lay near her heart, 
and was not unfrequently the topic of her con- 
versation. She longed for his salvation, and 
studied by what means she. should attempt to 
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effect it. Religious books she thought a likeiy 
instrument, and among these, Mr. Wesle^s 
Sermons stood first in her esteem. Such was 
her conviction of the point and force contained 
in these volumes, that she expressed her belief 
if she could only get them safely conveyed into 
her brother's hands, Grod would bless the pe 
Tusal of them to his soul's salvation. At hei 
request I undertook to assist her in forwarding 
them. The books being committed to my care, 
with some considerable difficulty, I at length 
succeeded, by the assistance of my brother, in 
getting them delivered into Mr. Drew's own 
hands. After I left the circuit, I received a lettei 
from Mrs. C, enclosing the amount of the ex- 
penses, and convejring the highly gratifying in- 
telligence that her brother was awakened by read- 
ing the Sermons : " I have heard from my bro- 
ther," she says, " and have no doubt but the Lord 
has already made them a blessing to his soul. 
In his letter to me, he says, * Now I have read 
Wesley's Sermons, I seem to see with new eyes. 
In these Sermons every thing is as distinctly 
marked as if the writer possessed a powerftil 
optic glass, to bring things, the most distant, 
home, as it were, to our very selves, so as to 
affect us as we were never before affected. I do 
believe he has the key to unlock the very mys- 
teries of Scripture doctrine.' In the same strain 
he has Written a long letter ; speaking also of 
his helplessness as a sinner, and his conviction 
-M>f the necessity of an entire change in heart and 
^■^ May GJod, in his mercy, make me thank- 
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fill for this blessing!"* Another letter, soon 
after conveyed to her an account of his conversion, 
and of his having received the witness of the 
Spirit. He now saw the privilege and duty of 
seeking purity of heart, and not long was it be- 
fore he was enabled by simple faith to lay hold 
on the blessing. From this time his life and 
conduct discovered the happy effects of the pure 
flame of love that filled and actuated his soul. 
He (juickly began to preach, and the Lord 
made his testimony an abundant blessing. Many 
were converted through his instrumentality, and 
a church was formed in his own house. But 
in his Christian life he had many trials to en- 
counter, especially in his profession, of perfect 
love ; and his affectionate sister, wishful to mak^ 
him, as far as possible, a sharer in every good 
that she enjoyed, requested my father to write 
him an encouraging letter. He did so, and 
Mr. D., in a letter to his sister, acknowledges 
it in the manner noticed in the pre&ce. Some 
time after this he wrote an answer to my father. 
From this interesting and deeply spiritual letter 
the following is an extract : — ] 

♦ Since the above extract was transcribed I have 
received another letter from Mrs. C. ; and I cannot 
refrain from adding a part of it in this note. She 
says, her brother wrote to her as follows: "Aug. 
14th., 1816.— I hope I shall to the latest hour Mive 
be more and more thankful for Wesley's Sermons. 
I know, not how to speak the utmost I think of them; 
for they are, on the whole, calculated, in their form 
and manner, to be more eflective in reforming the 
corruptness of our nature, than any I ever met with. 
12 
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" Bellemontj St, Ann% Jamaica, Feb. 5, 1833. 
" Mt tert dear sir, and father in Israel, 

" Thb letter which you were so kind as to 
write me was a source of comfort and edifica- 
tion beyond any that I have ever received. I 
read it at our quarterly-meeting, and it confirm- 
ed the faith of many. It is a great encourage- 
ment to be so kindly noticed by one who can 
say, *I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course ; henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness.* When the chariot 

Tliey speak with astonishing authority as to doc- 
trine and practice." In a letter written a few months 
after, he states. " The Bible seems altogether a new 
book to me ; betore I read the Sermons of Mr. Wesley, 
I thought erroneously, like others, that it belonged 
almost exclusively to the Jews ; whereas he shows 
that it more truly belongs to us. The necessity of 
regeneration appears to me as clear as demonstra- 
tion could make it : I mean in the spiritual sense of 
being actuallv made a new creature by the opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God." I give these extracts 
here as a valuable additional testimony in favour of 
Mr. Wesley's Sermons, and also further to make 
known their excellent writer. I now rejoice greatly 
at having it in my power to announce, that Mrs. 
Carpenter has it in contemplation to prepare for 
publication a volume, containing the Christian me- 
moirs of her late brother, Mr. S. Drew. A man of 
such fervent, distinguished, and enlightened pietr 
ought to be extensively known to the church of Goi 
Most heartily do I wish that Mrs. C. may meet with 
every encouragement and stimulus to prosecute and 
accomplish her pious undertaking.— Edit. 
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of Israel and the horsemen thereof come for the 
Lord's aged servant, to him may an abundant 
and glorious entrance be administered ! and on 
some favoured witness may his mantle fall, and 
a double portion of his spirit on many ! Your 
own experience of the work of full salvation 
on your soul has assisted me to gain a correct 
view of that invaluable blessing. I, for a little 
time, entertained an erroneous notion, that, 
when it is once attained, the soul has acquired 
the utmost fulness of holiness and perfection that 
it can attain in this world. This I see was a 
snare, and satan turned it against me ; for after 
the Lord's Spirit witnessed this blessing to me, 
and enabled me to witness the good confession 
before many, I was assailed with such a storm 
of temptations of various kinds as I never had 
before experienced; and satan suggested my 
then weakness as an argument that I had de- 
ceived myself But I was graciously supported, 
and foimd it impossible to disbelieve. This I 
now continually experience ; so that I can no 
more doubt my spiritual life than my natural : 
And occasionally the intrinsic knowledge and 
assurance of this is very strong. However, I 
found from this, that I was but a babe in sancti- 
fication : I learned that I was infirm ; yet, as I 
loved the Lord with all my heart, and served Him 
with aL my powers, that infirmity no longer 
alarmed me, there being no particle of sin mix- 
ed up with it. I am thankful in being enabled 
to say, that, my faith being increased, the work 
of faith has proceeded, and the fruits of feith 
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become more apparent. I feel more unre- 
servedly devoted to the Lord; more love to God, 
and to every child of man ; more deadness to 
the world, and more power over whatever is 
evil, or from the evil one. I feel that I am 
growing in stature; and I have an abiding and 
an assured faith that the Lord will preserve me 
until I attain the fuhiess of the stature of a 
man in Christ. But I feel that I need all your 
prayers, and I know I shall have them, for we 
are one. My temporal and spiritual trials arc 
very great; but the Lord's deliverances are 
wonderful. I will mention one, because it is right 
with the mouth to make confession to the Lord's 
glory. I was this week called to make pay- 
ment of one hundred pounds without delay. 
The evil of procrastination would have been 
very great in some important chancery suits, in 
which I am a suitor. To raise the money in- 
stantly, I proposed to a neighbour to sell some 
things at a great loss : He was the son of my 
opponent, and a wimess against me, and a great 
enemy to my attempts to spread the knowledge 
of redeeming love. My application was unsuc- 
cessful ; the time arrived for my answering the 
demand ; I was on my knees making it a mat- 
ter of prayer. I felt assurance ; and, while at 
prayer, a servant arrived bringing the money 
from the same person, who, in the kindest man- 
ner, desired I would on no account, in these 
distressed times, think of selling at a loss, as I 
was welcome to keep the money as long as I 
pleased. Does not the Lord turn the hearts ol 
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our en^nies, and make them to be at peace, if 
we humbly strive to serve him ? In the matter 
of building a chapel here, I am wonderfully 
supported. I have so far been enabled to bear 
the whole expensa The roof is erecting; and 
I feel an indefccribable, awful joy at seeing the 
heavy timbers lift their heads. The building, 
including the minister's apartments, is seventy- 
two feet long by forty-four wide; and my wife 
and I mean to give it to the society on the Con- 
ference-plan, with about three hundred and 
eighty feet square of ^e land surrounding it. 
I trust it will be sufficiently finished to admit of 
preaching in it by May or June. By the 
Lord's mercy there has never been an omission 
of worship in this house any Sunday for these 
last five 0^ six years ; the Lord, having em- 
powered and directed my labours, has owned 
and blessed them to the salvation of many ; and 
the work is greatly spreading. Seventy-one 
meet in class under this roof every Sunday ; 
the whole of whom I led myself till within a 
few months back, when my wife was made 
class-leader, and took the femaleis. In address- 
, ing those who attend me, I scarcely ever omit, 
j more or less, to show the necessity of full salva- 
: tion — entire heart-holiness — as alone qualifying 
j us to enter into that place where only righteous- 
ness shall dwell. Nothing but a free, full, and 
present s^vation is the doctrine of the Grospel of 
Christ, and where it is preached, there will the 
blessing of Grod be manifest. At the time I 
heard from you, I was labouring under very 
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dangerous illness; during which I was support- 
ed by the most merciful manifestations of the 
love of Christ, filling me with joy unspeakable. 
He was my Friend and my Physician. My 
health is now graciously restored and confirm- 
ed, and I am enabled to rise at four o'clock in 
the morning and begin my studies. I drink 
nothing now but milk or water, and twice a 
week abstain from animal food; being desirous 
of setting an example of self-denial, in a coun- 
try remarkable for self-indulgence of every kind, 
even among many of those who profess religion. 
Having attained the limits of fifty years, and 
seeing nothing I have ever done but what I 
should pray the Lord would blot from the book 
of his remembrance, I now, after I have been 
so long borne with, though so ipiprofitable, 
would strive with increase of years to increase 
in every self-denial, and live closer and close* 
to God. I have, by the blessing of the Lord, 
been brought through the writing of a book to 
demonstrate the truth of Christianity against 
the cavils of Infidels. I have given it to the 
society for the benefit of our Missions, and hope 
it may be productive of good I am occupied 
in writing a Scriptural Illustration of Faith, 
with a view of inciting Christians to the practice 
and exercise of it; as the condition on which 
we attain an assurance of present pardon, and as 
a means whereby we receive grace, and work 
out a^ee, a full, and an everlasting salvation. 
This, therefore, should I ever be brought 
.j^ough it, will be a practical work; and I 
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have presented it to the Lord, and pray for his 
guidance, instruction, and blessing. Ic ou see I 
mention all my little concerns with the confi- 
dence of one who is addressing his father and 
friend; but my remarks are incoherent and ill- 
digested, as I am labouring^ under much anxiety, 
having three of my chilar^i dangerously ill. 
I cannot refrain from telling you, the Mission 
cause is greatly prospering here. Friends are 
raised up to the cause in many a quarter among 
men of the first respectability, and the number 
of white members bemis to increase consider- 
ably. The reverse has hitherto been sadly 
true. In these parts I have walked singular 
and alone; having had none of my own colour 
and condition to converse with. But the Lord 
has been with me, and he is Father, Brother, 
Friend. 

•* Believe me, my dear Sir, 

•* Faithfully yours in Christ, 

"Stephen Drew." 

[Little more than three years after the date 
of this letter, this eminent man was called to 
his reward above. To that holy cause, on the 
promotion of which his benevolent mind was so 
intently set, God permitted him to fall a sacri- 
fice. A riotous assault being made on the house 
of Mr. Radcliffe, our Missionary stationed in 
St Ann's, Mr. Drew being a magistrate 
promptly interposed to quell the rioters, and de« 
fend the Minister of Christ 3y the exposure 
of his person, in this act of piety and beiMM«»- 
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lence, he got a severe wetting, which threw him 
into a violent fever, that terminated his valuable 
life in four davs. During the illness his mind 
was abundantly supported by the cotisolations 
of feith and love. When near his death, he 
directed his pious negroes to be brought into 
his room, when he addressed them in the most 
solemn and afiectionate manner. And then 
gave out and sung with astonishing energy,— 

" Our souls are in his mighty hand, 
And he shall keep them still j 
And you and I shall surely stand 
With him on Zion»s hilL 

O what a joyful meeting there I 

In robes of white array'd, 
Palms in our hands we all shall bear, 

And crowns upon our head." 

To Mrs. D., whomi he was leaving behind with 
nine children, he said, " Lavinia, have faith in 
God." Lying at the feet of Jesus, confessing 
toaseW" the chief of sinners, full of faith and the 
Holy Ghost, and exhorting and blessing those 
around him, he awaited the final summons: 
when his purified and happy spirit rose in 
teiumph to the skies. The poor negroes were 
deeply afiected at their loss. One of them, who 
afterwards came to England, observed, that, 
had they each had nine lives, they would have 
given them all to have saved his. The regula- 
tionsofour Missionary Society not permitting the 
U^mittee to accept the work of Mr. D.. abore 
wfcwed to, that, together with the treatise on 
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iiith, has smce been published in England by 
subscription, in two Volumes octavo, under the 
general title of, "Principles of Self Know* 
ledge."] 



CHAPTER V. 

MaAgh 11th, 1824. — I HAVE now finished 
the seventy-fourth year of my age. Taking a 
retrospect of my past life, I am constrained to 
say " Gk)odness and mercy have followed me 
all my days." And, glory be to God, my last 
days are my best ! I often think >vith gratitude, 
what a mercy it is, that in my old years I am 
enabled to five free from all the distracting 
cares of this world. Herein I clearly see the 
kind hand that has led me, as well as fed me, 
from my infancy, and in those days when I 
knew him not. My soul is humbled in the 
dust, to think of the goodness of God. I can 
truly say, I have proved him a Father to the 
fiuherless. 

" O how shall I thy goodness tell, 
Father, which thou to me hast showed '" 

My prospect is unclouded, and, I believe, I 
never before felt such an establishment in grace, 
such an mward recollection of thought, and 
such a heavenly frame of mind. Truly, my 
Divine Shepherd makes my soul to lie down 
in green pastures. 

Sf AT 7thi — This is a day which 1 have been 



d by Google 



186 MEMOIR OF 

anticipating with pleasure and sacred delight 
Glory be to thee, my God; that I am permitted 
to see another annual return of the memorable 
day in which my soul was brought out of dark- 
ness into marvellous light ! Never, I trust, shall 
I forget to praise thee for what thou didst for 
me, a poor sinner, this day fifty-three years ago. 
Unworthy worm as I am, surely I may ask, 
"What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits towards me ? " 

15th. — Being at Ponsanooth, I was requested 
to visit a sick woman ; who had for several days 
been distressed about her souL When I entered 
the room and sat down by her, she clasped her 
hands, and looked earnestly at me, crying out, 
"What shall I do? what shall I do?" I in- 
quired if she feh herself a sinner. " O yes," she 
replied, " a guilty sinner." I no sooner offered 
her Christ as an able and willing Saviour, a 
Saviour ready at that moment to receive her, 
than she exclaimed, " He died for me." This 
was an exercise of faith that brought the power 
of God at once into her soul, when she cried 
out, " Glory, glory be to God, my load is gone, 
my sins are pardoned ! " The cnange was so 
evident, that happiness sparkled in her eyes, and 
all her bones seemed to rejoice within her. 
Several friends were present, and we all joined 
to give praise and glory to her Great Deliverer. 
I called on her again some days afterwards, 
and found her still in the same blessed state of 
mind. 

July 5th. — I believe I never had greater 
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pleasure in meeting classes; in labouring to 
prop the feeble knees, strengthen the hands that 
nang down, and press on believers to all the 
depths of humble love. Blessed are those who 
live in the possession of all this glorious sal- 
vation. O my God, I bless and praise thee 
that ever thou didst bring me acquainted with 
that feith which is of the operation of the Holy- 
Spirit; that faith which works by love, and 
purifies the heart I I have lately had the joy of 
seeing three old backsliders return to God, and 
their backslidings healed. O that others of this 
class would also return to the Lord before re- 
pentance be hid from their eyes I In the death 
of one of these poor unhappy wanderers, I have 
lately had many sorrowful reflections. For some 
years she was a member of my class; but her 
heart departed from God, and then she left his 
people. I followed her closely in her wander- 
mgs from the " fountain of living waters," and 
frequently warned her, invited her, and en- 
treated her to return ; but at length she gave 
me a flat denial, saying, " I will never join the 

society at ." The Lord still strove with 

her ; One night she had a most terrific dream, 
and, by her horrid screams in sleep, she alarmed 
the house in which she lived. When pressed 
the following morning to tell what it was that 
induced her to utter such cries in the night, she 
was at first not willing it should be known ; 
but, after a while, she said, " I dreamed I was 
dying unprepared, and that I saw satan standing 
by the bedside, waiting to carry away my depart^ 
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ing souL" When I heard of this, I told her, it 
was certainly an awful warning from God, and 
that she ought not any longer to quench the 
Spirit But all was in vain ; her heart con- 
tinued obdurate. When she got married, feeling 
I could not yet entirely give her up, I went to 
her house for the purpose of once more trying 
to persuade her to return to that Saviour whom 
she had forsaken ; but my efforts were apparent- 
ly fruitless. Judge what were my feelings when, 
a short time after, I heard she was dead ! She 
was ill only from the Friday till the Tuesday 
following. The doctors who attended her saw 
the disease was mortal, and told her husband 
of it She had no apprehension of danger 
herself and her husband had not the courage to 
communicate the Doctor^s opinion till just be- 
fore she expired 1 I would not limit the mercies 
of God, or set mj^elf up as a judge of those who 
are gone hence; but surely this is an end which 
ought to be a warning to the un&ithful. 
Another case of the kind, more awful than this, 
came under my notice some years ago. A man 
with whom I was well acquainted, being a pro- 
fessor of religion for a long series of years, de- 
parted wickedly from God by the sin of drunk- 
enness. In his backsliding state I had many 
opportunities of conversing with him; and 
often did I earnestly entreat him to return unto 
the Lord. But he waxed worse and worse. 
One Saturday, attending market at a neigh 
bouring town, he staid at a public house, with 
two sons of Belial, till near midnight On his 
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way home, he fell down, and died in a moment I 
His wife told me he was brought home, in a 
state of intoxication, about ten days before, by 
one of his companions. " Shall I not visit for 
these things, saith the Lord ?" 

AuotJST 22nd. — This morning I have proved 
the Lord to be my rock and my strong tower 
against the face of my enemy. I have often, of 
late, been attacked by vain thoughts : It is no 
little thing, at all times, to conquer self O for 
a power continually 

" To catch the wand'ring of my will, 
And quench the kindling fire." 

These are "the little foxes that spoil the vmes ; 
for our-vines have tender grapes." More than 
ever I see the value of the atoning blood, which 
speaks and pleads for me every moment. 

Sept. 3ra. — My soul has of late been much 
pained to see the indifference of the people in 
attending the means of grace. May the Lord 
shake away from us this deadly slumber, and 
stir us all up to set out afresh for the kingdom. 

19th. — In the silent watches of the past night, 
the Lord wonderfully revived and cheered my 
soul by his presence. He makes my heart his 
home : I am become a temple of the indwelling 
God. At present I feel " the speechless awe, — 
the silent heaven of love." What is all creation 
compared to this ? It is lighter than vanity ; 
yea, it is dung and dross. " Praise the Lord, 
O my soul l" Well might the Prophet Isaiah 
say, " Cry out and shout, O inhabitant of Zion, 
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for great.is the Holy One of Israel inthemidit 
of thee." 

" This, this is the God I adore, 

My faithful, unchangeable Friend." 

Nov. 15th. — ^After a tour of seven weeks 
among various societies, I have returned in 
health and peace ; having scarcely felt an hour's 
pain or indisposition since I 1^ home. 
what cause have I for gratitude to my heavenly 
Father 1 In meeting classes, visiting from 
house to house, singing and praying, and talk- 
ing freely of the great things of God's king- 
dom in the heart, I have had many blessed op- 
portunities, melting times, and precious sea- 
sons with the people of God. Several who had 
lost the witness of the Spirit, or let slip the bles- 
sing of full salvation, were encouraged affain to 
lay hold on Christ for a supply of all their 
wants. At MuUion, a much-respected friend, 
who had for some time lived in the enjoyment 
of perfect love, had cast away her confidence, 
and follen into a state of fear and unbelief Bat 
one day, while conversing with her on the un- 
happy effect which unbelief has on the mind 
that yields to it, she was enabled, by a simple 
act of faith, again to lay hold of the blessing ; 
and afterwards made a good profession of it be- 
fore many witnesses. Here I had the pleasure 
of meeting several of my spiritual children, 
whom the Lord ffave me about two years ago. 
As they still hold on their way well, I pwy 
thee, O liord, keep them unto the end I No 
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one knows the love that is felt for such, but 
those who have begotten them in the Gospel. 
St Paul knew it, when he said to his Thessalo- 
nian converts, " For what is our hope, or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye, m 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming? • For ye are our glory and joy." 
One rather remarkable circumstance occurred, 
while I was at MulJion. A frjend who had 
been confined to her house for a long time, by 
a sore leg, sent a message by her son, request- 
ing me to come and see her. She began her 
mournful story, by relating to me how greatly 
she had suffered from the wound in her leg, 
and that now it had spread downwards to her 
foot, and assumed the character of a perma- 
nent and settled affliction. I inquired how her 
mind was affected under the cheistening rod: 
She told me her soul was in a very uncomfor- 
table state. It appeared, on further conversa- 
tion with her, that for many years she had 
known the love of God, but haaafler wards cast 
away her confidence ; and now, like the foolish 
Galatians, she was seeking to be made perfect 
by works. She said it was suggested to her, 
that she should never regain her peace of mind 
till she had gone through such and such distress- 
ing exercises, and had submitted to the perform- 
ance of various painful duties. She according- 
ly did voluntarily exercise herself in many 
way« grievous to one in her state of body. 
•• Before I could lay down to rest at night, I have 
been on my knees," says she, ** by the bed-side. 
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till three o'clock in tke morning." I tpM het 
God was not such a hard master as to require 
impossibilities of her ; and, indeed, that all she 
did was nothing in his sight I asked her if 
she found herself any thing the better for all 
that she had thus performed: She confessed 
she did not. Indeed, it appeared to me there 
was Dot a grain of faith in all her performances ; 
and her case clearly illustrated to me the 
truth of that stripture, " Without faith it is im- 

?ossible to please God ; for he that cometh unto 
lim, must believe that He is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him." After I had 
explained to her more perfectly the way of 
faith, we went to prayer ; and the Lord gra- 
ciously answered for himself set her free from 
her distressed bondage, and filled her soul with 
peace and joy in believing. In a few days 
after this happy change in her mind, the afflic- 
tion by which she had been so long before con- 
fined to her house, was so far removed, that she 
walked to the chapel, though the distance was 
full half-a-mile; and she continued to do so 
while I remained there. When I mentioned 
my surprise at seeing her out, she said to me, 
" In healing my soul, the Lord has healed my 
body too." 

whilst at this place, I met with Lady Max- 
well's Life, and read some parts of it with much 
pleasure and profit; especially the following re- 
^,marks ; — " From day to day, I am made to taste 
"^^Ci^jat perfect love which casts out fear ; and 
"■Jt experience a plenitude of Diviae pre 
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fliencd; Bbt I most sensibly find it k only by & 
mdmentary Mih in the blood of Jesus, that i am' 
b^t firom sin ; and that my sool is more or less 
tigarons as I live by fidth. I have neyef 
feiown so much of the nature of simple faith, 
lind of its unspeakable value, as since I ha'm 
tasted of the pure love of God; — by it how has 
my soul been upheld in the midst of temptation I 
The Lord has taught me that it is by&uth, aAd 
not joy, that I must live. He has, in a mea- 
aure^ often enabled me strongly to act fedth on 
Tesus for sanctification, even in the absence of 
all comfert : This has difiused a heaven of 
sweetness through my soul, and brought with it 
the powerful witness of purity. I would saj 
to every penitent, * Believe, and justification is 
yours f and to every one who is justified, and 
sees his vmnt of sanctification, * Believe, and 
that blessing is yours also.' I seem to derive 
the greatest advantage from a lively &iith m 
constant exercise ; this secures what I now al- 
ready possess, and increases my little stock. At 
Umes, iny evidence for sanctification is as strong^ 
IS a cable fixed to an immovable rock, and as 
tlear as flie sun sthining at noon-day." I hare 
recorded these remarks, because they so perfect- 
ly agree with my own views and experience. 

Dec. 3rd. — This morning while meditating 
on the riches of Di\dne grace, how was my 
soul filled with the fuhiess of God, and lost in' 
wonder, love, and praise 1 Heaven appeared^ 
80 attracting, I was constrained to check the 
4psire of departing to be with Christ, lest there 
13 
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should be too much of my^ own wiU in it I 
bless God, " to me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain." Never had one, every way so un- 
deserving, so much reason to praise the God of 
love. Day by day ; nay, every hour that I 
breath. He loadeth me with his multiplied 
mercies. If I did not love him with all my 
redeemed and consecrated powers, I should of 
all mortals be the most inexcusable. O, his 
love to me is boundless 1 I prove it an ocean 
without bottom or shore. O, that all the world 
Imew the riches of Divine love ; especially the 
rest from all sin, — that rest of perfect love which 
is received by simple fiuth alone. 

5th. — By the urgent request of the friends at 
Stithians, I attended a love-feast there. The 
preacher having disappointed the congregation, 
I was pressed by many to give a word of ex- 
hortation. In doing it, I found great liberty, 
while fidthfully addressing those who were 
.'iving without God in the world. At the love- 
felust, I was delighted to hear the people speak 
so freely, scripturally, and experimentally, and 
80 much to the point. The chapel, at times, 
seemed filled with the glory of God. I lodged 
at brother J. Hearle*s. He has three daughters, 
all Indding &ir for the kingdom ; and I think I 
never saw three sisters more united in love. 
The youngest, who had been brought to God 
in the last revival, was longing to love the Lord 
with all her heart. This I told her was her 
privilege, and that God*s time was the present 
moment ; but I found she could not venture on 
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the atonement The next day, conyersing with 
her again, I asked her, "Can you now 
believe V She replied, " No : I still feel a bar 
that prevents my laying hold." I saw what 
she wanted, and requested her to fetch me Mrs. 
Rogers's Memoirs. I opened to the part ap- 
plicable to her experience, and bid her read for 
herself; where Mr. Fletcher invites all who 
felt their need of full salvation, to believe now 
for it. He observed, " As when you reckon 
with your creditor, or with your host ; and, as 
when you have paid all, you reckon yourself 
free : So now reckon with God. Jesus hath 
paid all ; and hath paid all for thee ! Hath 
purchased thy pardon and holiness. Therefore, 
it is now God's command ; reckon thyself dead 
indeed unto sin ; and thou art alive unto God 
from this hour! O begin — ^begin to reckon 
now ! Fear not ! Believe, believe, believe ! 
And continue to believe every moment ; so shalt 
thou continue free." This had the blessed effect 
which I longed to see. The words, " Fear not," 
&c., touched her heart ; and she wept, believed, 
and entered in. And so powerful was the 
change wrought in her soul, that her whole 
frame was thereby greatly affected. 

22nd. — At the kind and pressing request of 
Mr. Carter, I went to Breage, and remained 
with him a fortnight. Accompanied by Mr. 
C, I visited every house belonging to several 
of the villages round about, endeavouring in 
every fiimily to scatter the seeds of eternal lifa 
What may be the result, will be known in the 
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great day of account The people reeemd t» 
kindly, and several of them have since attended 
class-meeting. I then went to Mr. Glasson's, 
and adopted the same plan in his neighbour- 
hood. One day, while conversing with a poor 
backslider, who was just beginning to turn 
again to the Lord, a young woman, who was 
living without God, came into the house, and 
listened very attentively to the conversation. I 
felt my mind impressed to say something to 
her before I left. I had talked to her but a 
very short time, b^ore the word reached her 
heart ; and the silent tear stole over her cheeks. 
While praying with her she wept bitterly. 
The next night she came to the prayer-meeting, 
and the Lord set her soul at liberty. Another, 
an old man, was deeply convinced that night, 
and soon after found pardon. Four that week 
were brought to enjoy the peace of God. In 
going from house to house, I met with one 
woman who appeared to know nothing of 
prayer. I earnestly desired her to try to pray 
m her heart that God would bless her at that 
mom^it. I was some time before I could pre- 
vail upon her to do it ; but no sooner did she 
lift up the desire of her heart unto the Lord, 
than I perceived that he answered. Her hard 
heart was quickly melted, and the waters of 
contrition gushed out She now promised she 
would give herself to God. On the Sunday 
following, with her soul deeply burdened with 
the ffuilt of sin, she came to the class-meeting; 
my heart rejoiced to meet her there, and soon 
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the Lord turned her sorrow into joy. Another 
mourner, who came with her, was also made a 
partaker of the joys of salvation. 

Feb. 3rd, 1825. — In the past week I have 
visited Ponsanooth : I rejoiced to find so many 
of the 3roung converts steadfast in feith and 
practice. I met the Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday's classes; and we had most 
blessed seasons together. The following Sun- 
day I was at their mpnthly meeting, and surely 
the power of God was with us. Three en- 
tered into the enjoyment of entire sanctification, 
and bore a lively testimony to the power c^ 
Christ to save to the uttermost In meeting the 
class the following evening, another young man 
Altered into the rest of perfect love ; and " with 
a loud voice gave glory to God." These were 
seasons never to be forgotten. 

March 2nd. — In the Methodist Magazine 
£dr last month, I this day read the memoir of 
Mr. Robert Spence, of York. I know not 
when I have met with any man's experienco 
to come ^ near to mine as his does. A con- 
versation with Mrs. Mather was made an un- 
.• speakable blessing to his soul. It was by her 
I he learned his privilege to claim the promise 
I of full salvation, cmd expect the evidence in 
\ believing. Afraid of mistake, he artlessly in- 
' terrpgated, " Is this Methodism ?" It was re- 
plied, »* It is old Methodism — ^proved Method' 
ism." Yes, and I bless God, that I have the 
pleasure of putting my hand to the truth of 
this: I can say, ** It is old and proved Method* 
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ism ;" for, on the thirteenth day of this month, 
it will he fifty-three years since I ohtained the 
evidence in believing, that " the blood of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of cSd, cleanseth from all sin." 

4th. — The following observations aredelight- 
fiiJ, and deserving of particular notice : — " A 
calm and recollected mind generally produces 
a heartfelt union with a Holy God. God is 
love ! sweet truth ; and love is the Christian's 
idl I Love in us is the Divine nature impart- 
ed; it is the fulfilling of the law, the perfect 
law of liberty. Whosoever loveth his brother 
hath fulfilled the law to his neighbour; and he 
that loveth the Lord his God with all his heart, 
and soul, and mind, and strength, hath fulfilled 
the law to Him also. To such His command- 
ments are not grevious ; not a task, or a burden, 
but a delight ; they are ways of pleasantness, 
they are paths of peace. His wisdom to gui^e 
and teach; his power to protect, help and 
strengthen; and his faithfulness, his truth, bis 
mercy, &c., are all sealed over, and secured to 
us by covenant privilege, and covenant blood." 
This is strong language, but, glory be to God, 
it is all true. 

6tb. — Yesterday, while I was in my closet 
pouring out my soul in prayer, the Lord the 
Spirit applied these words to my mind, with 
great power and energy : " I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love." At this* time my 
soul is encompassed with mercy, and full of the 
liope of immortality. To the praise and ho- 
nour of his grace, who is the glorious Giver of 
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all good, I caa say with good Lady Blaxwell, 
** My evidence for sancdficatioa is as strong at a 
cable fixed to an immovable rock, and as bright 
as the son at nooiniay." 

1 " To know thoQ tak'stme for thine own, 
I O, what a happiness is this!" 

f 7th. — The more I meditate on Divine things 
the more my soul is lost in the immensity of re- 
deeming love. This has an influence so woq- 
derfally attractive, that it draws all the powers 
of my heart and mind into it Well might the 
poet say, — 

" Who that loves, can love enoa^ 1" 
" Jehovah himself doth invite 

To drink of his pleasures unknown; 
The streams of immortal delight, 
That flow from his heavenly throne." 

Methinks I hear him saying, " Ho, every ona 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yoB, 
come, buy wine and milk, without money and 
without price." what a glorious invitation is 
herel Might not rebel man cry out with aa- 
tonishment, and ask, " Can it be possible that 
this is the voice of God to me ?" Yes, poor 
sinner, it is God*s voice to thee ; if thou art 
athirst for salvation, salvation by grace. " Sing, 
O heavens, for the Lord hath done it : shout, ye 
lower parts of the earth: break forth into sing- 
ing, ye mountains, O forest, and every greea 
tree therein; for the Lord hath redeemed Ja> 
cob, and glorified himself in Israel" 
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{d6th.— ^Since I wrote last, I iiave bad Co 
momn over my forthcomings and imperfec- 
tions. I IcHig for every thought and desire to 
be continually swallowed up in God. O what 
depths of humble love, ana lengths of Gospel 
truth, do I sometimes see ! I want to sink into 
the former, and rise into the latter. I see I 
must cast myself upon Christ from monaent to 
moment, in order to make any progress in the 
' Divine life. One act of faith ;will help me to 
a lift; but one act of faith will not do ; ^th 
must be my life, — I mean, in connexion with ite 
grand object. The Lord has lately very sensi- 
bly taught me this lesson, that, as I cannot live 
by one inspiration or breath, but must breathe 
on, and draw the electric, vital fire into my 
lungs, together with the air ; so I must believe 
on, and thereby draw into my soul the Divine 
power and the fire of Jesus's love, together with 
the truth of the Gospel, which is the blessed 
element in which believers live. . 
' April 1 4th. — I have lately been reading Mr. 
Fletcher^s Letters, and they have been made a 
great blessing to my soul. He exhorts believ- 
ers to hold fast their confidence, but not to tru4 
or rest in it'; but to trust in Christ, and rememr 
ber that he says, " I am the way," not for you 
to stop, but to run on in him. This is a wise 
and important observation, \5rhich has much in^ 
eluded in it. Happy would it be for believers 
did they all comprenend and practically obsep^ 

20th. — ^A few days ago I was cajled to visit 
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H.nck man. I had been widi him ))elbTe, anil 
found him very dark and ignorai^. I asked 
him if he prayed; he told me he did. I in- 
quired what he prayed for. That Gkni would 
take him to hearen, he said. And what would 
you do, said I, in heaven in your sins % Heaven 
18 no place for an unregenerate soul God's 
word is gone forth, " Without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord ;" and, therefore, I said, ex- 
cept you repent you must perish. I now found 
him much distressed in mind ; he said he had 
not rested since my conversation with him.-— 
When I beheld him in this state on the brink 
of eternity, it is impossible to describe the love 
axxd pity I felt ibr him. He knew but little, 
having never been able to read the word of 
God. I gave him all the help' I could; and 
though a kind of despairing gloom pervaded 
his mind, yet a ray of hope would occasionally 
animate ms feelings. In speaking to him of 
the consolations of Divine mercy, I was won- 
derfully assisted ; but in the course of a few 
hours he died. The strong compassion I fek 
fi)r him, connected with those marks of peni- 
tence which he manifested, forbid me to enter- 
tain the thought that he is eternally lost ; but 
this matter must be left to the decision of the 
great day. 

24th — ^This morning I read that blessed por^ 
tioi^ of the word of God contained in the first 
three chapters of the Epistle to the Ephesiahs. 
O what aid I discover in the great truths con- 
tipne^^i^erfii^t I can truly aa^f I feel tbem^ 
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be a reviving coidial to my mind I Bat With 
all his spiritual possessions — ^his wisdom, pietv, 
and usefulness---St. Paul considered himself 
•• less than the least of all saints." How deeply- 
humbling were his views of himself! Me- 
thinks I hear something within me, saying, 

" For ever here my soul would be, ' 

In such a frame as this." 

26th. — My heart, I feel, would soon stand 
still in the ways of God, did I not receive those 
regular supphes from above, by which I am 
enabled, daily, to make a fresh start for the 
kingdom. I often compare^ my heart to a 
watch or a clock, which must be regularly 
wound up, or it will be found quite useless. 

" Still stir me up to strive 

With thee, in strength Divine ; 
And eveTY moment, Lord, revive 
This fainting soul of mine." 

29th. — In all my life I never felt a greater 
need of praying to my heavenly Father, that he 
would continually cleanse the thoughts of my 
heart I see I must take great care, or vain 
thoughts will lodge within me. I must con- 
fess that I have sustained a loss from this quar- 
ter. If not repelled in a moment, they are of 
such a pernicious nature that a sting will be left 
behind; and, were it not for a fresh application 
of the " blood that speaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel," it would prove fatal. But, 
O what a mercy it is, the Chnstian has a shield 
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which, when well exercised, repels every fiery- 
dart of the adversary ; but i^ for a moment, the 
shield should slip, and a wound be received, 
there is no room for a moment's despair, for, 

* He has an Advocate above, ' 

A Friend before the throne of love." 

O how great my privilege ! even above that of 
Adam ; for now it is written, " If any man sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous." And of his advocacy I 
never saw so much the need as I do at present 
Not that I am now more unfaithful than for- 
merly, but I now more clearly isee that I de- 
pend on the intercession of Christ for every 
thing*. 

Mat 7th. — It is fifty-four years, this day, 
since God, in his rich mercj^ first visited my 
soul with his pardoning love ; and blotted out 
my sins as a cloud, and mine iniquities as a 
thick cloud, for his own name's sake. Yes, 
glory be to God, it was that night that my 
chains fell off; and I partook of the freedom of 
a follower of Jesus Christ. Nor am I yet weary 
in well-doing, or cut down as a cumberer of the 
ground. O the boundless mercies of my God 
to me! 

i "I would praise thee — I would praise thee ; — 
Where shall I thy praise begin V* 

26th. — I have lately been greatly h\esaed 
under the ministry of the word ; and in reading 
the hlessed book of God. O what beauty do I 
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discdver ia it ! It is sweeter to my taste than 1 
ever before felt it 

" I love thv name, I love thy word, 

Join all my powers to praise the Lord." 

I have just received a letter from a dear child 
in the Gospel, M. B. It affords me much 
gratitude and joy to think, that the Lord has now 
kept her six years in the slippery paths of 
youth. O, my heavenly Father, keep her unto 
the end I 

30th. — " Ccmviction is not condemnation ; na 
children of Grod, we may be convinced, yet not 
condemned ; convinced of useless thoughts and 
words, and yet not condemned for them. We 
are condemned for nothing while we love God, 
and give him all our heart I" These remarks 
are, I think, just and important; for the want 
of heaveidy wisdom to discern between convic- 
tion and condemnation many sincere souls have 
been foiled by the grand adversary : They have 
yielded to unbelief entered into temptation, and 
east away their confidence. Again do I bless 
God for my present privileges; having so much 
time and opportunity to retire from the bustle 
of the concerns of this life ; to read, meditate, 
pray, and to write to so many of my much-re« 
spected friends on the deep things of God, 
What a heaven have I felt this day in reflect 
ing on these mercies! Christ was truly pre- 
cious, and I felt aholy longing to depart ana be 
with him for ever. 

Sept. 12th. — I have of late been much con- 
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fined at home by reason of lamenetn and tk« 
infirmities of age. Except a few times ta 
Ponsanoodi, I have only been abroad once for 
the last three months; and that was on a visit 
to Oonstantine, when the Lord condescended to 
use me as an humble instrmnent of pointing 
another poor sinner to the out-stietched arms of 
mercy. While meeting brother Harvey's class 
I saw a respectably dressed young man, a 
stlanger to me, sitting rather apart from those 
present, who did not belong to the class. I 
afterwards inquired who he was, and found it 
to be Mr. James Box, who was in an afflicted 
state of body, but did not enjoy religion. I 
then feh regret I had not spoken to him ; but the 
next day I received a message requesting me to 
visit him. On entering the room where he 
viras, I found him on a sofa, in a very feeble 
state of body, and his soul heavy laden, dark, 
and comfortless. He expressed strong desires, 
for salvation from guilt, and sin, and hell, but 
knew not the way to attain it Finding that, 
he was already of a broken and a contrite spirit, 
I immediately pointed him to the Lamb of God. 
Nor had I long been talking to him ai Jesus, 
before the blessed light of truth shone upon his 
mind : and while he was repeating with his lips, 
and endeavouring to apply to himself, that pre- 
cious passiige of Isaiah, " He was wounded for 
our transgressions, and with his stripes we are 
healed," he was enabled to believe to the saving 
of his soul. The overwhelming power of the 
Spirit so descended upon him, that his feeble 
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frame shook under it ; while, in the fubiess ci 
his heart, he cried out, " Now I can love Grod." 
After this I saw him several times, and found 
him still holding fast his confidence, and rejoic- 
ing in the God of his salvation. 

15th. — During several of the days last past, 
and I may add, of nights too, for I have slept 
hut little, my soul has been in the " land of 
Beulah," where the sun and moon shine to- 
gether, and never go down. This i^ a delight- 
some country. It is 

" A land of corn, and wine, and oil, 
Favoured with God's peculiar smile, 

With every blessing blest ; 
There dwells the Lord our righteousness, — 
And keeps his own in perfect peace. 

And everlasting rest.^' 

18th. — I never in my life so fully understood, 
and so felt the blessed effects of^ these words as 
I do at present : *' He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit" 
By abiding in Christ we get rooted, and 
grounded, and built up in our most holy fiiith 
O the inexpressible blessedness arising from a 
heart-felt union with a holy God I 

19th. — I have just received a letter from my 
dear son in New South Wales, in which he 
mentions the conversations which took place 
between him and me fourteen years back, that 
led to his conversion. As far as my recollec- 
tion goes, I think he is correct. He says, 
"You may be assured I have not forgotten the 
conversation about the salvation of my soul 
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which took place while we were staYidin^ to- 
gether near the entrance of the stable-door. 
But the remarks which you made to me, on 
the following Sunday, I think, while I was 
occupied in my old way, about your declining 
healtn, and the disquietude which it would give 
you in a dying hour to leave me behind in an 
unconverted state; enforced as they were by 
the eloquence of &lling tears, and the sighs of 
a full heartf produced on my obdurate mind a 
deeper impression than any previous effort of 
your faithfulness and love. But the mort effec- 
tual and best-remembered of all your paternally 
kind attempts to effect the great change in my 
soul, was the invitation to attend the class-meet- 
ing, which you gave me on the succeeding 
Tuesday evening. Though at this distance of 
time, and very much greater distance with re- 
gard to place, every thing that occurred that 
evening is fas vivid in my recollection as if it 
had taken place but yesterday, and in the house 
in which I now sit. I was then sitting in my 
usual position, with the books open before mo 
which had so long kept my heart from God. 
Half-past six o'clock was the time ; — I knew it 
was the meeting-night, and, from what had 
taken place between us on the Sunday, I antici* 
pated another attempt that evening. At length 
the festening of the door moved ; it produced a 
thrill within me ; you entered, prepared for the 
meeting, and I was aflfectionately urged to go 
with you, and cast in my lot with the people of 
Ood. I could hold out no longer j the conquest 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



20S MSMOiB Of. 

was won ; and I yielded to the reaaonaUeTecmest 
to accompany you to the hallowed and haflow- 
iftg assembly of those that feared God. In so 
doing I found my soul stimulated to seek that 
^race by whict I was enabled to turn my feet 
to the testimonies oi the Lord; and, having 
obtained help of God, I continued to this day.| 
To Jesus, my Saviour, be ascribed all the ho- 
nour and the praise !" 

I have often thought, if paieaats w^re to plead 
more imporumately with God in behalf of their 
own offspring, He would surely hear their cry; 
and we should not see so many professors* 
childi^en living in a state of ungodliness and sin. 
I remember my wife told me, that, after she had 
once been fervently pouring out her soul to God 
in behalf of our children, on rising from her 
knees, — ^the Bible being on the table before 
her,— she opened it on these words, which she 
regarded at the time as given her in answer to 
prayer : " One shall say, I am the Lord's ; and 
another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; 
and another shall subscribe with his hand unto 
the Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel." The Lord granted her the desire of 
her heart, for she Eved to see her three 
children converted to God. Now I consider, 
that, as God has promised to pour out his Spirit 
on our seed, and his blessing on our offspnng. 
He has graciously bound himself to hear 
prayer ; and we have an unquestionable right 
to pray for the fulfilment of the covenant; nayi 
He himself has gone so ftir in encouraging as 
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fo ask the fulfilment of his promises, that He 
has condescended to say, ** Put me in remem- 
hrance ;" as if he had said, " When you pray, 
be sure to bring the promises with you." 
Hence I conclude, if I have faith to give full 
credit to God's word, that promise which I lay 
hold of is mine, and all it contains, so &r as my 
wants are concerned. On the other hand, if I 
entertain a doubt, or stagger at the truth of God, 
I consider I have no claim, and my prayers 
will not find access. Such is the dreadful 
efifect of unbelief, that, speaking after the man- 
ner of men, it binds the hands of God. It is 
said of Jesus on one occasion. " He could do 
no mighty work, because of the people's un- 
belief" I see a great deal included in that 
verse of our Hymn, which says, " Faith looks 
at the promise," and sees that alone, and cries, 
in spite of all impossibilities, " It shall be done." 
But we must not forget, that, however great 
may be our faith, it may be tried to the utter- 
most. This is very evident from the cases of 
Abraham, and the woman who came to our 
Lord for her daughter. Both these had mighty 
faith, yet were they severely tried before either 
of them obtained their suit. The great object is 
to persevere in the prayer of faith. While all 
things are possible to him that believeth, we 
mast endeavour so to believe as never to fiiint 
in cryinff to God. This is the conduct that 
honours him: and the Lord saith, " Them that 
honour me, I will honour." 

25th. — The word-of God never af^ared so 
14 
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Taluable in my eyes, as at the present moment 
Truly it is a lamp to my path, and a light to 
my feet. All language foils to express the re- 
gard which I feel for it " How sweet are thy 
words unto my taste ; yea, sweeter than honey 
to my mouth : Thy testimonies have I taken as , 
an heritage for ever ; for they are the rejoicing 
of my heart." Blessed be God, this is not only 
David's experience, but throuffh grace it is 
mine also. I feel an ardent desire and holy 
longinff within me to outvie, if I could, all the 
heavenly host in loving and praising the God 
of my salvation : — 

" V3ring with the heavenly choir, 
Who chant thy praise above ; 
We on angels wings aspire, 
The wings of faith and love." 

28th. — Yesterday Mr. J. Box, of Constantine, 
sent for me, I found him confined to his bed, 
still holding fast his confidence in God. O 
how did we rejoice to see each other ! He 
has had severe conflicts with the adversary of 
his soul, particularly on this point, — that Grod 
will at some future period leave him ; (a com ;. 
mon temptation ;) but against which, God has 
provided an express remedy by saying, " I wili 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee ;" and again, 
" They shall never perish, neither shall any 
pluck them out of my hand." Precious pro- 
mises I and happy is that man who is blessed 
with precious faith to claim them for his own 
The following remarks, which I have just met 
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with in a favourite author, contain spiritual 
directions which appear to me particularly 
worthy of observation : — "Fly from the cooling 
influences of unbelief, and get under the rays, 
the melting rays, of the Sun of righteousness. 
If any idol has got possession of our hearts, 
there is no other way of casting it out, but by 
getting them filled A^dth a nobler object, even 
Jesus ; and then all the charms of our idols 
will sink into nothing ; and we shall hate the 
intruders which so long possessed the place of 
Christ." 

Oct. 10th. — Mr. J. Box again sent to fetch 
me, requesting that I would come and remain 
with him some days. I found him full of faith 
and love. He rejoiced greatlj'- to see me, and 
said, " You are Iny spiritual Father : I never 
knew what faith was, till I saw you." I told 
him he must give -all the glory to God. At 
this time no one expected death was near ; but 
the next day he was taken violently ill. In 
this conflict, which was the struggle of death, 
he suffered greatly for fourteen hours; but 
throughout he held fast an unshaken confidence 
in his Redeemer ; and at last came off more 
than conqueror. As he drew nearer and nearer 
the closing scene, his faith and hope grew 
stronger and stronger. At last he cried out, 
" The angels are coming!" and soon «fler, with a 
heavenly smile on his countenance, he breathed 
his last. One thing is rather remarkable, and 
seems to show as if angels themselves arfe not 
suffi«ient to help in a dying hourj when ho 
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exclaimed, "The angels are coming!" he 
turned to me as I sat by his dying pillow, and 
asked, " Will Jesus come too 1" I replied, 
•* Jesus is already here." Thus died this excel- 
lent young man in the 25th year of his age. 
He died in the house of his elder brother, Mr. 
M. B., a man of much respectability in the 
world. For some time his kindness would 
not suffer me to quit the family ; and, being 
thus detained, I took every opportunity of con- 
versing with him on the subject of preparing to 
meet his Grod. The circumstances were fevour- 
able to such conversations, and I soon found 
his heart was open to conviction. The day 
after his brother's interment, while reasoning 
with him on the great truths of religion, and 
the importance of enjoying God, the Spirit of 
God rested upon us, his heart became deeply 
contrite, and he expressed 'his readiness to cov- 
enant immediately to be the Lord's. When I 
saw this I felt no hesitation in preaching to 
him Jesus and the atonement. I urged him at 
once to rest his guilty soul on the merits of 
that blood which Christ had freely shed for the 
remission of his sins. From the* testimony of 
the word of God, I assured him that his ransom 
was already paid, and that the duty which re 
mained for him was to believe with all his 
heart Soon he was enabled to believe with 
his heart unto righteousness, and with his 
mouth he made confession unto salvation. He 
received the inward witness, and testified that 
God, for Christ's sake, had pardoned all hia 
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sins ; and we rejoiced together with "joy un- 
speakable and full of glory." Knowing the 
difficulties and dangers he would have to en- 
counter, in holding &st his faith in Christ, I re- 
commended him to take the first opportunity of 
uniting with the people of God ; to this he 
readily assented, saying, " And you must re- 
main with us till next Sunday, when I will go 
to the class-meeting with you." Being then 
about to leave home on some public business 
in which he was engaged, he requested that I 
would intercede with God in his behalf before 
he went. " Pray," said he, " that my faith fail 
not." So we kneeled down together before 
God, and, under a blessed sense of his presence 
we rendered to him the praise and glory due to 
his name; and entreated him henceforth to 
afford help to his servant in " time of need." 
According to his promise the following Sabbath 
he accompanied me to the class-meeting; and 
great was the rejoicing which he occasioned, 
while, with melting simplicity, he declared 
what God had done for his soul. O Lord, do 
thou grant that he may prove faithful to the 
grace given ; and may I meet him, as well as 
his happy brother, with the sheep at thy right 
hand) Amen, and amen. 

Dec. 19th. — About two months back my soul 
was drawn out to pray for a certain person. I 
entered into a solemn covenant with God, that, 
if he would bring her to the knowledge of the 
truth, I would eternally praise him for it 
From that time to the present, I have pleaded 
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hard, and *♦ travailed in birth," for her. Several 
times while at a throne of grace interceding for 
her, I felt a degree of assurance that the Lxjrd 
would answer my prayers: but something like 
a doubt or fear following tne impression, I still 
pleaded on for a clearer and stronger evidence 
of it. Last night, while praying for her, I felt 
more than usual on her behalf; and, not willing 
to give up, after praying nearly two hours, I 
said, "Lord, methinks I could stay all night 
praying for her, could I gain my suit." In a 
moment these words were applied, as if spoken, 
to my mind : — " Thy prayer is heard, it shall 
be so." At the same moment, the circumstance 
of Cornelius was brought before me, that his 
prayers had come up as a memorial before God. 
Assured hereby that God would grant me the 
desire of my heart, I was constrained to shout, 
"Glory! glory!" and for two hours I was 
drawn out in such a heavenly strain, that I 
could say nothing else but, "Glory, glory, 
glory !" Now Isaac was not bom imme&teiy 
on God*s making the promise, nor on Abraham's 
believing it ; yet, according to his faith, it was 
at length done unto him. Lord, may not I stag- 
ger through unbelief! Speak the word only, 
and it shall be done : for thou art the same yester- 
day, to-day, and forever ! I remember, a similar 
circumstance occurred in my experience about 
thirty years back, which is now as vivid and 
fresh in my mind as it was when it took place. 
My wife's sister lived with us. She had a cancer 
in her breast It was cut out; but, being left 
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too long before the operation took place, it pro- 
ved fatal. She was a moral young woman, but 
had ail her days lived a stranger to the new 
birth. I frequently conversed with her about 
the necessity of her experiencing this Divine 
change, without any visible effect. One day, 
while reflecting on the awful consequences of 
her dying in an unconverted state, I thought 
with myself, " How shall I ever be able to bear 
the idea of a soul being lost out of my house ! " 
The reflection was too painful for me to aidure ! 
In the bam where I was, I bowed down before 
the Most High God ; and, I believe if ever I 
prayed in my life, I prayed then. Before I rose 
from my knees, God gave me a Divine assurance 
that he would save her. I said nothing to her 
of this, but still exhorted her to be in earnest 
with God for the salvation of her soul Soon 
after this occurrence, being on a distant part of 
my form, I received a message desiring me to 
come to her immediately. I hastaied with all 
speed, and found the Spirit of God had gra- 
ciously awakened her conscience, and that she 
was now distressed with the burden of gutit 
and sin. Before I left; her bed-side it pleased 
God to reveal his mercy to her broken heart ; 
and she could feelingly say, with the poet, 

** See there my Lord upon the tree ! 
I hear, I feel he died for me." 

Methinks I now see her, with her lifled hands, 
and streaming eyes, steadfastly looking up like 
dying Stephen. Shortly afler this happy change, 
it pleased the Lord to take her to himself. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Feb. 17th, 1826. — I see I» have need to be 
truly humbled before God on account of my 
not always keeping faith in lively exercise. 
Th,ough cleansed from sin this moment, through 
the efficacy of the all-purifying blood, this purity 
cannot be retained but by a momentary depend- 
ence on Christ. 

" Every moment, Lord, I want 
The merit of thy death." 

Of the necessity of dependence on a Saviour's 
blood, none are so deeply conscious as those 
who feel its utmost efficacy. 
I March 3rd. — My lamaiess and the infir- 
mities of old age have generally confined me at 
home of late. In this state I have often thought 
of the words of Kempis : " Leave desire, ^od 
thou shalt find rest." I bless the Lord I feel no 
murmuring or complaining, but I have a 
longing desire to have my heart more enlarged 
and filled with Grod. 

10th. — [Under this date he writes to his old 
correspondent, the local preacher, as follows : — ^1 
" I wish to know how your fiiith stands, and 
how you are getting on in the ministry; whether 
in fisning for souls you have of late been as 
successful as in former days. I trust the Lord 
is still with you, and does not leave you to go 
a war&re at your own charge. How docs 
your little class thrive ? Are all the memben 
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alire to Qod ? all healthy and strong ? all fruit- 
ful branches in the heavenly vine ? I am afraid 
that both preachers and leaders too often lose 
sight of the importance of full salvation. It 
clearly appears to me, did I lose sight of this, 
my &dth would soon lose its edge. I hope you 
have not lost your zeal or your love for pre- 
cious souls ; whenever this occurs, our usdul- 
ness is all over Never, I trust, will it be the 
case with my dear brother T. I can assure you, 
that, since my first acquaintance with you, I 
have not ceased day and night to remember 
you at a throne of grace. May a double porticm 
of Elijah's spirit rest upon you !" 

May 7th. — Thank God, I am preserved to 
see another return of the day on which I was 
bom from above. Fifty-five years have now 
expired since I was plucked as a brand from 
* the burning, and brought to taste the riches of 
my SaviouPs grace. Giving glory to him, I find 
he is still precious to my soul. Upon serious re- 
flection, I think I do love him more than ever. 
O what a blessed day has this been to me 1 In 
meeting the class this morning, I could say, 

«* My hope is full (O glorious hope !) 
Of immortality !" 

Not being able of late to visit my friends at a 
distance, my time has chiefly been taken up in 
writing to many inquiring souls on the deep 
things of God; and, blessed be his holy name, 
not altogether in vain. I have heard of five 
wbo have entered into the glorious liberty of 
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the children of God. O my heavenly Father, 
I pray thee that thou woulcist keep them steadr 
fast, till we all meet at the marriage-feast of the 
Lamh! 

13th. — [The following is an extract from a 
letter imder this date, addressed to the corres- 
pondent mentioned in the preceding page : — ] 
" Should it please my Heavenly Father to re- 
move my pain, and enahle me to walk, I should 
rejoice once more to visit you ; but I find my 
happiness consists in living in the will of Goi. 
I am thankful, if I cannot visit my friends, that 
I can write to them ; and in this way the Lord 
has been pleased to make me successful in my 
attempts to do good. Never, I believe, did I 
feel a greater pleasure in the work of the Lord. 
Not that I have any thing to boast of; I am a 
poor hell-deserving sinner ; but Christ is my 
Saviour, and he is my all in alL In reading 
over one of Mr. W. P. Burgesses sermons, I 
lately met with some remarks on a present and 
full salvation, which are much to the poii^. I 
think they set the subject in the clearest-hght I 
ever saw it ; and because I know you are fond 
of * strong meat,' I will give these to you : — 
He says, * The great salvation of the Gospel is 
communicated moment by moment from above, 
and is apprehended by simple fidth. It is oar 
duty every moment to expect, and our duty 
every moment to receive, a full salvation. The 
act of faith must be repeated, to be ripened into 
a habit : and when fidth in Christ is become the 
habitual and uniform disposition of the heart, 
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it will secure a constant participation in all the 
blessings of the covenant. Our privilege is to 
enter now into the enjoyment of the salvation 
we need ; and, having once apprehended, never 
to lose it, but hold it fast unto the end.' O that 
every preacher, and leader, and private member, 
were hving in the happy possession of this feith 
and this sdvation ! How would it rejoice my 
heart! Thank God, the heavenly flame is 
spreading ; but luke-warm and half-hearted pro- 
fessors are the greatest enemies God has in 
stopping the progress of this glorious work. 
Satan knows it is vain for him to put the un- 
godly and the wicked to do this ; for they would 
rather add oil to the flame, and make it spread 
the fester ; but they are those within the pale of 
the church, whom the grand adversary employs 
to arrest the progress of the work of hobness. 
It appears, St. Paul had to do with some such 
characters in his day : * And I, brethren, could 
not speak imto you as unto spiritual, but as 
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I 
have fed you with milk, and not with meat ; 
for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither 
, are ye now able.' I hope you are still the 
same humble, loving, and zealous follower of 
the bleeding Lamb, that you were in days and 
months that are past ; and no ways discouraged 
in your work, if you do not immediately see all 
the fruit you expected. We must always act 
from a consciousness of duty, and then leave 
the event to God." 

15th. — I think it is the duty of those who 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



220 MEMOIR OF 

take the lead at the public means of grace, to 
have their eye on such as appear to be under 
the particular strivings of the Spirit ; but in this 
respect our people are not always on the look- 
out as I could vdsh. I was at a prayer-meeting 
a short time ago, when there was ^ young 
man, in the back part of the chapel, who ap- 
peared somewhat affected When the meeting 
was over he went out, but our people did not seem 
to regard it. I asked who he was, and where he 
lived ; and found him to be a young man with 
whom I had some time before a conversation 
about his soul. Two of the friends accompanied 
me to his house ; and I had not spoken many 
words to him before he began to weep. When 
I saw he was wounded, I told him there was a 
Physician at hand, waiting to heal his souL 
We then knelt down; and while I was at prayer 
with him, the Lord filled his soul with peace 
and joy in believing. The next morning I re- 
joiced to find him at the class-meeting; and now 
he bids fair for the kingdom. 

28tL — I am just now returned from visiting 
my dear friends at Ponsanooth, and many are 
the blessed seasons which I have had with them. 
Here I had the pleasure of meeting with one 
who happened to be there on a visit, with 
whom I once had some profitable' intercourse. 
She had now been a Methodist for some years, 
but was still complaining of an evil heart of 
unbelief From the carnal mind, which is enmi- 
ty against God, she manifested great anxiety to 
be delivered, but was unacquainted with the way 
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of simple feith. While conversing with her on 
the subject, God was pleased to enable her to 
trust her all in his blessed hands, and he filled 
her soul with unspeakable joy. ** Never," said 
she, " did I feel the like before." I advised her 
to commit it to writing, which she {Promised 
' me she would do ; for want of this, many, I be- 
l lieve, let slip and lose the blessings of Gtod. 
May God have this handmaid in his holy keep- 
ing! 

Sept. 6th. — [To his old correspondent he 
wrote as follows: — ["I rejoice that you are still 
so successful in seeking the good oi souls. This 
is the most important work in thef world, as the 
day that is swiftly approaching will fully make 
manifest. * They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars, for ever 
and ever. It is not said that this great work 
must be effected by any one particular means ; 
whether by preaching, exhorting, conversing, 
or praying : No ; but if they are God's in- 
struments, they shall surely have their reward, 
— ^if they * turn many to righteousness.' Ma^ 
the God of heaven make you, my dear son, one 
of the happy number! And the hope of being 
' by your side in that day causes the silent tear 
to flow down my cheeks while I write. God 
has opened my faith's interior eye, and at this 
moment so displays his Divine glory, that I 
am overwhelmed, and lost in astonishment and 
love. And shall we, from the rivers of his 
grace, drink in endless pleasure? Glory, glory, 
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glory be to God, for such joys and prospects! 
At this time I may say, with Mr. Fletcher, 
• God has kid an embargo on my body.* But 1 
now leave desire; and find His will sweet 
Great part of my time is taken up in writing to 
various friends, on the subject of inward holi- 
ness ; and I cannot express a thousandth part of 
the pleasure I feel in being thus employed for 
God. I bless the Lord, I hear, many have lately 
found their way into that Fountain whicn 
cleanseth from all sin." 

26th — Not able for some months past to 
go abroad, as usual, to visit the friends of 
different societies, many, who reside at a 
distance, have visited me for the purpose of 
conversing on the subject of full salvation ; and 
I trust some of them have been profited. I have 
a letter from one of them now before me ; the 
writer says, " I believe I shall have cause to 
bless God eternally for directing me to you. 
Before that time I was like a ship without a 
rudder, beaten about by the pitiless storms of 
pride, self-will, and other temptations; but now, 
I feel I am redeemed from sin through the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Glory be to God for this 
free, this full salvation ! I no longer contend with 
temptation: but, on the appearance of the tempter 
I instantly fly to the foot of the cross : where 
I immediately find redress, and obtain fresh 
strength for combat. I have had the pleasure of 
seeing several others enter into this happy H" 
berty, while conversing with them on the sub- 
ject " 
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Feb. 8, 1827. — I am now returned, after aa 
absence of sixteen weeks: which I have spent 
chiefly among the societies in the St Austell 
circuit The first three weeks I spent at Sticker; 
where J saw the power of God displayed in 
cleansing many siniiil lepers. I lodged at the 
house of Mr. and Mrs. Carthew: whose kind- 
ness, while I remained with them, I shall never 
forget. Many came to converse with me on 
the subject of perfect love : among other, W. B., 
who was a class-leader. After some con- 
versation with him, he said, " I have long been 
convinced of my want of purity of heart, and 
have long sought the blessing in vain." I said 
to him, " My brother, the cause of this is in 
jrourself : vou have most probably been seeking 
It by works and not by faith. By this you 
will know whether you have been seeking it 
by works or by faith : If by works, you Imve 
always something to do; if by faith, why not 
now i" He saw at once where his error lay : 
and in a short time was enabled to believe with 
all his heart, and was so filled and overwhelmed 
by the Spirit of God, that he could scarcely 
support his body under it His strength was 
BO affected by the joy of the Lord within him, 
that he could not walk home without the assist- 
ance of a friend. From this place I went to 
St. Austell, and met with a very kind reception 
firom Mr. Lawry, at whose kind and urgent 
request I had come to visit the friends in the Cir- 
cuit Here I remained ten days, and beheld the 
work of the Lord wonderfully prospering. My 
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next place was Charlestown, where I was glad 
ly received by Mr. Banks and femily. One 
night, while meeting Mr. B. 's class, I was hold- 
ing out the privileges of God's people ; when 
one young man present felt the refining fire go 
through his heart, and bore a clear testimony 
that God had cleansed him from all sin. Two 
others, while I was there, were also made par- 
takers of the great salvation, I have often ob- 
served that where God revives his blessed work 
there is a power in operation which cleanses 
believers, as well as convinces and converts sin- 
ners. This I have more particularly remarked 
in the revivals which I have witnessed of late. 

After I had remained at Charlestown eight 
or ten days, a conveyance being kindly sent to 
fetch me, I proceeded to Mevagissey, where I 
was afiectionately welcomed, and lodged, at the 
house of Mr. James Dunn. For about a week 
I went from house to house in my usual way, 
but nothing particular transpired in the way of 
movement among the people ; at last I heard 
that a young woman was convinced of sin, and 
wished to see me. While I was convei^g 
with her she wept much : and, at the prayer- 
meeting in the chapel that night, she cried aloud 
for mercy. This was the beginning of the 
revival at Mevagissey. Afterwards we had 
prayer-meetmgs every night for seven weeks : 
and I witnessed some of the most remarkable 
conversions I ever saw in my life, especiijly 
among a number of old people. Ctoe day 
while musing on the wonderful works of the 
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Lord, these words came with much light and 
power, "Whoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord, shall be saved." They had such 
an efiect upon my mind, that for a moment I 
cannot tell how I feltf but something widiin 
suggested, " This day is come. " In the course 
of that day, I had seen the truth of it exemplified 
in three different houses which I had been re- 
quested to visit. Nwie of them who were the 
subjects of the change had been at the chapeL 
I asked one of them, " In what way did the 
Lord work 6n your mind?'* She replied, ** I 
was reading aHymn; and when I came to these 
words. 

' I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me j' 

I turned over these words in my mind again and 
again, * Jesus died for me I Jesus died for me I' 
I then felt a desire to pray: but, while on my 
knees, my husband came in, and I was ashamed : 
when he went out I fell on my knees again, and 
told the Lord, I never would rise more till my 
soul was set at liberty." Soon the Lord gave 
her the desire of her heart 

** No matter how dull the scholar whom He 

Takes into his school and gives him to see ; 

A wonderful fashion of leaching he hath, 

And wise to salvation he makes us through faith." 

There were several converted who had he&a, 
in the habit of attending the Calvinist chapel: 
this made no small stir amoiig them. One of 
16 
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thfise sent for me to come and converse with her. 
I knew not what place of worship she at- 
tended, and therefore at once came to the point 
with her, and asked what she wanted : she im- 
mediately began to exclaim, " What a sinner I 
have been !" Seeing she was wounded by the 
Spirit, I endeavoured to lead her to the Phy- 
sician without delay ; and as soon as I had ex- 
plained the way of feith to her, the Lord set her 
soul at liberty. Tears of joy streamed from 
her eyes, and gratitude overflowed her heart, 
' We then knelt down together, and gave God 
the glory. This was soon spread through the 
town : and the Calvinist minister, having heard 
that I had robbed his church, came to the 
woman to inquire what I had said to her. She 
replied, " Sir, I am not a member of your church 
nor ever was : so that you have not suffered any 
great loss : and as to the man you allude to, he 
never inquired what place of worship I attended, 
but showed the way to come to Christ, in order 
to be happv, and now I know I am a new crea- 
ture." This surprised him : and he wondered 
how the work could be done so soon. The 
woman replied, " I was made happy in five 
minutes after he explained to me the plan of 
salvation by faith. Though I sat under your 
ministry for some time, you have never shown 
me the way to happiness by believing in Christ." 
I was sent for by another ; when I came, she 
was in a despairing state, writing bitter things 
against herself, and fearing she was one of the 
reprobates. I said, " Is there no balm in Gilead, 
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no Physician there, no Saviour now to sav© 
sinners?" I then exhorted her to look to 
Jesus, who had verily shed his blood for her, 
and exercise faith in the atonement In a few 
minutes her load of guilt was removed, and she 
was filled with peace and joy in believing. 
Soon after this she gave up her seat in the Cal- 
vinist chapel, and regularly attended ours; as 
did several others. 

One day I called to see an aged woman who 
had met in class for thirty years : and while I 
was telling her of the danger of resting satisfied 
without the evidence of her acceptance in the 
Beloved, and the impossibility of getting to 
heaven without being bom again, she was pricked 
to the hearty and fell on her knees, and began 
to cry for mercy. Her praver was, " Lord, save 
me from dropping into hell!" In her loud and 
vehement cries for mercy, my voice was soon 
lost It was affecting to see and hear her 
daughter : who, though not possessed of religion 
herself said, " O my dear mother, hold out, 
hold out! " The Lord dealt very graciously 
with her, and soon granted her the " knowledge 
of salvation by the remission of her sins" Her 
face shone as it had been the face of an angel, 
and she went round the room, clapping her 
hands, and shouting the praises of God ; ap- 
parently with all the activity of a girl of fifteen, 
although she was then fourscore. 

The blessed influence so generally rested 
upon the minds of the people, that cries for 
mercy were frequentlv heard in the houses as w« 
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walked the streets. It was thouglit by the 
elders, that such a revival had never before been 
witnessed at Mevagissey. Upwards of one 
hundred and fifty were brought to the Lord, be- 
sides a great number of children. While I waa 
there, I was often led to think whether the Lord 
did ever more strikingly bless my feeble en- 
deavours. The eight weeks I was with them, 
I could seldom get to bed before one in the 
morning ; and sometimes I was called again be- 
fore breakfast to visit persons in distress. But 
the Lord gave me strength according to my day. 
Among the aged who were converted, there 
were two brothers, who were brought in about 
the same time; one was sixty-three, and'the 
other in his sixty-seventh year. The wife of 
the elder brother had long been a pious mem- 
ber of nhe society ; he was her persecutor, and 
seldom or never attended the house of Gk)d. 
The Lord found him out in his dwelling; and, 
hearing that he had begun to pray, I was re- 
quested to visit him. I had not long conversed 
with him, before he was more deeply awakened, 
and began to cry aloud for mercy. After pray- 
ing with him I left him. In the evening I 
called on him again ; and while I was pointing 
him to the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
an of the world, God revealed his mercy to his 
soul, and he cried out, " My burden is gone, 
the Lord has pardoned all my sins : Glory, glory, 
be to his name !'* I saw him several times after- 
wards, and found his confidence unshaken; and 
wW is rather remarkable, he told me he could 
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B^yer sing before, but now be was singing, and 
praising God all day long. 

May 7th. — Another year of my spiritual life 
is rolled away. Blessed be God, my face is still 
Zionward, and I am happv in a Saviour's love ! 
O what return shall I make to my God for all 
his benefits towards me ? I would lor ever 

** Pall at his feet, and the story repeat, 
And the Lover (^ sinners adore." 

lOtL — I would not undervalue the grace 
which I have already received, because nothing 
is more likely to hinder the soul's progress in 
holiness ; but O, how clearly do I see I could 
not stand acquitted before God, one moment, 
without the atonement ! After fifty-six years 
spent in the service of God, I find I have noth- 
ing to keep my soul in motion, but hith in the 
blood of ChrisL Without this, I should at once 
be as a ship becalmed. Glory be to God for 
precious blood, and precious faith! I am 
much delighted with Mr. W. P. Burgess's 
views of the atonement. In one of his excel- 
lent sermons, he observes : " The merit and atone- 
ment of the Saviour are the price by which all 
the blessings of the new covenant may be pur- 
chased, — they constitute a full equivalent ; for 
their value is inestimable and infinite. Who- 
' ^er, therefore, approaches the footstool of Je- 
hovah, trusting solely in the merit and atone- 
ment of Christ, pays down the full price for 
every blessing that he claims, and may expect 
it on the ground of justice, jf, in our dealing 
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with our fellow-creatures, we bnng a jfdllequi* 
valent in our hands, and pay down a fair price 
for any commodity which we need, it would be 
injustice to withhold it : Even so when we ask 
in the name of Jesus, for full redemption and 
entire purity, justice requires that our prayers 
should be heard, and our petitions granted. 
So that if God be just, he will not only pardon 
our sin, but cleanse us from all unnghteoos- 
ness. Thus, then, we see the justice of God, 
in furnishing us with strong encouragement, 
and emboldening us to ask and receive every 
olessing purchased for us by the adorable Sa- 
viour." There is much included in these re- 
marks, and they deserve to be well pondered 
in the heart of every believer. On the ne- 
cessity of having constant recourse to the blood 
of sprinkling, he remarks, (in perfect accord- 
ance with my views and experience,) " Even 
when we are cleansed from all the pollution of 
sin, we shall be sensible of numberless frailties 
and deficiencies, which will render it necessa- 
ry for us continually to have recourse to the 
atoning blood of Jesus ; and our best services 
are so imperfect and unworthy, that, were they 
not offered in the name of Christ, and on the 
spround of his all-availing sacrifice, they could 
by no means be acceptable to God. But, while 
we live in the constant exercise of feith, em- 
bracing the whole record that God has given 
concerning his Son, we shall have constant ex- 

Bmence of the efficacy of the Redeemer*! 
ood, and shall from moment to moment enjoy 
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a complete salvation from sin. Nothing short 
of this comes up to the standard of apostolical 
experience ; and nothing short of this should 
ever satisfy us." May these glorious truths 
be more and more known and felt, among all 
the members of Christ*s church ! 
1 14th. — Much of my time has of late been 
taken up in answering letters : Smce my first 
attempt at writing, I was never so busily em- 
ployed in this way. In three weeks, I have 
written twenty-five letters. My visit to the St 
Austell circuit, especially to Mevagissey, has 
greatly added to the list of my correspondents. 
I feel the employment delightful ; it is rendered 
a very great blessing to my own soul. 

June IGth. — For many years, the church of 
God in this parish had remained m a barren 
and winter state ; but, blessed be the Lord, he 
has lately been pouring out his Holy Spirit 
upon us, both at Flushing and at Mylor Bridge! 
Many have been awakened and converted from 
the error of their ways ; and what adds to the 
joy is, that some of the branches of my own 
&mily are among the happy number. Mf 
daughter's son, William Rundle, is one of them: 
For many long years had I prayed for him : 
He is truly converted, and nas a zeal about 
him, which promises to make him useful. May 
God preserve him, and keep him steads unto 
the end I 

July 25th. — Since I wrote in my journal, 
imder the above date, a solemn and most unex- 
pected change has taken place in the fiunily. 
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My dear grandson, William Bundle, so recently 
brought to God, and so hopeful in the church, 
has been snatched awaj^ from us by the hand of 
death. He was ill only a very short time ; but, 
glory be to God, he died in sure and certain 
hope of a glorious resurrection to eternal life ! 
How loer^l are the dii^nsations of Grod ! 
His conversion took place about six weeks 
before his removal from hence. He did not 
long groan under the burden of guik, and Lis 
eviaence of pardon and adoption was very clear. 
At a prayer-meeting, two or three weeks before 
his death, he received an overwhelming mani* 
festation of the Spirit, in which every doubt and 
fear were utterly put to flight He attended his 
class, a few days before his death, and seemed 
to be filled with unspeakable joy : " My soul," 
says he, *' is like a ship in full sail on the bound 
less ocean of redeeming love." His death was 
occasioned by the rupture of a blood vessel. In 
all the conflict, he was perfectly tranquil and 
serene; fear was not permitted to come near 
him. This was the more striking, because, in 
every little indisposition before, he was much 
alarmed and distressed at the thought of death. 
But now he seemed at once ready-winged for 
the flight. To his father, who had fondly hoped 
that he would be the help and com&rt of his 
advancing years, he said, " Father, you qan do 
very well without me ; and I would rather die 
than live." The Lord, whom he had so heaitily 
chojsen for his portion in the vigour of heakh, 
yi^2» pow his abundant support in the struggi^ 
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of pain and death. Just before be expired, be 
said to me, ** I used to be struck with terror at 
the thought of dying, but now I can meet death 
with a smile." He died in his nineteenth year. 
Wh^i at a neighbouring place of worship the 
Sunday precedmg his death, it was remarked by 
some who knew him, what a fine, healthy, 
blooming youth he appeared. What a lesson 
is tins to all who seek their happiness in this 
world I Mr. Hayman, this evening, applied the 
solemn event, by preaching to a crowded con- 
gregation, from 1 Samuel xx. 3, " There is but 
a step between me and death." 

Nov. 27th. — I have just received an affection- 
ate letter from Mr. Lawry, in which he urges 
me to pay another visit to the friends in the St 
Anstell circuit. He says my warm friends at 
Mevaffissey propose to man a large boat, and 
send It to Flushing for me, that my lameness 
may be no obstacle to my visiting them. In 
the dealings of the Lord with me, with respect 
to my bodily health, there is something remark- 
able. Last year, about this time, I was at 
Sticker, St Austell, &c., in the midst of various 
revivals, and felt but very little fatigue, or pain, 
or feebleness, from all the labours I engaged 
in. For ten months after this, I was chiefly 
confined at home, by weakness, lameness, and 
the various accumulating infirmities of age : I 
could not walk without much pain and diffi 
culty; but now, within the last three or four 
weeks, the Lord has in a great measure re- 
moved all my bodily ailments. Bless the Lord, 
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O my soul, and forget not all his b^iefitsf 
Last night, I had a wonderful display of the 
Divine goodness and mercy; such a plunge, 
indeed, in the ocean of God's love, as I thought 
exceeded all I ever before experienced. It was 
such a weight of glory — such an overwhelm- 
ing sense of the Divine presence, that I seemed 
lost in wonder, love, and praise ! Mjr happy spirit 
appeared to mingle with the glorified throng, 
around the throne of God. It seemed to me 
there was but a very thin partition between me 
and the world of glorified spirits. I thought I 
could Sweetly join with them in singing, "Unto 
Him who hath loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and made us kings 
and priests, — ^to Him be glory for ever and 
ever ! Amen." 

Jan. 11th, 1828. — I am just now returned, 
after a tour of eight weeks among the different 
societies at Sticker, St Austell, Charlestown, 
.Mevagissey, &c. I rejoiced to find that the 
numerous young converts stand exceedingly 
well. At the quarterly-meeting, held at St 
Austell, we had one of the best love-feasts I 
ever attended. The testimonies borne to the 
reality and blessedness of the doctrine and ex- 
perience of purity of heart, exceeded every 
thing of the kind I had before witnessea 
While at Mevagissey, a younff woman came to 
me at Gapt Dunn's, and said her mother wish- 
ed to speak with me. I went to the house, and 
found she had been a regular hearer at the In- 
dependent chapeL On my inquiring what had 
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induced her to send for me, she said, "Her 
mind was so greatly oppressed by the burden of 
grief and sin, that she knew not what to do." 
I requested that a Bible might be given to me ; 
and while I was pointing her to those portions 
"which were suitaMe to her state, and explain 
ing to her the privilege which the Gospel holds 
out to penitents, God was pleased to reveal him- 
self to her, and she found liberty through the 
blood of the Lamb. With tears of joy running 
down her cheeks, she cried out, " I will now 
go to a class^neeting." Before I left the place, 
I had the pleasure of meeting her there twice ; 
May I also meet her in ** the general assembly 
and church of the first-bom !" Mrs. R., of St 
Austell, mentioned to me a person who was 
then lying very ill, and in a despairing state of 
mind. I said I should wish to see her. When 
I was conducted to her bedside, I inquired the 
state of her mind : She said, " I am afraid I 
shall be a lost soul." I reproved her for enter- 
taining such hard thoughts of Grod ; and told her 
she ought not to do it. " God," said I, " is a 
God of love, and Jesus hath died to save you." 
I then showed her how she was to receive 
Christ, by believing the precious promises God 
had madfe to penitents; and, while I was in 
structing and encouraging her to trust in the 
atoning Saviour, Grod revealed his mercy to her 
sorrowful mind, and set her soul at liberty from 
the grievous bondage under which she groaned. 
FeeUng the blessed deliverance the Lord had 
wrought out for her, she lifted up her eyes and 
hands to heaven, and joyfully exclaimed, — 
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" Now I can tell to all around, 
What a dear Savioijr I have fonnd." * 

The load of guilt being removed, filial confi' 
dence filled her heart; and therefore, in the true 
spirit of Christian resignation, she said, " I can 
now give up my children and ail into the iiands 
of the Lord." After diis 1 visited her several 
times, and always found her in the same com- 
fortable state of mind. 

Oct. 11th. — Through the great goodness 
and mercy of God I am now retumed from a 
tour of nearly six months. The first three 
weeks after I left home, I spent with my vari- 
ous friends at Camborne. Thence I went 
once more to see my old friends at Mousehole ; 
whom I had not visited for nearly five years. 
When I arrived, the life and power of religion 
seemed to be, comparatively, at rather a low 
ebb among them: And what increased the 
gloomy appearance was, some little unpleasant 
mings had just before occurred in the church, 
which contributed to estrange some of their 
hearts one from another. I used my humble 
endeavours to remove stumbling-blocks, and 
unite them all together in Christian love, and 
to stir them up to pray for a revival of God^s 
blessed work. During the first week we 
saw no particular displays of the quickening 
power of the Spirit in any of the means of grace. 
On the following Tuesday we changed the 
house at which the usual prayer-meeting was 
held : We had it at a friends Wallis's, instead of 
friaid Jeffry's j and here we first felt the en- 
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c<mragring tokens that God was akmt to afford 
gracious answers to our prayers. It was pub- 
lished, that the following night the meeting 
would be held in the chapel. There was an 
increased attendance, and I exhorted the friends 
to plead hard with God, and expect an outpour- 
ing of the Spirit. After this meeting, a general 
concern took place in. the minds of the people. 
The prayer-meetings were crowded by hun- 
dreds of attendants, and all the inquiry was, 
•* What must I do to be saved ?" Some of the 
most hardened sinners were cut to the heart, 
and cried aloud for mercy ; and the work of 
God went forward with mighty power. This 
extraordinary visitation from above continued 
four months ; and the ** revival at Mousehole," 
resounded far and near. Vast numbers, moved 
by diflferent motives, came from a distance of 
many miles, to see the wonderful works of God; 
and not a few of the strangers who came from 
curiosity, were converted in the chapel at 
Mousehole ; and, like the eunuch, were found 
on their road home going on their way rejoic 
ing. Thus the heavenly fire was carried to 
different villages and societies in the Circuit ; 
and the thanksgiving of many redounded to the 
glory of God. This revival was carried on in 
the best order I ever saw one in my life. From 
the best information I could get, I think about 
two hundred have joined the society; and I 
have good reason to hope, that by far the great- 
er part of them have not only been awakened, 
but have been also brought to experience a cleat 
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sense of God^s pardoning mercy. Some of 
them, probably, will prove unstable ; but that I 
shall meet many of them in the great day, with 
the sheep at God's right hand, I have no doubt. 
Mousehole now appears like a new town ; in- 
stead of scores of men of difierent ages standing- 
in groups on the cliff, talking about worldly- 
things, and idling away ,the Sabbath, as they 
used to do; there are now scarcely any but 
such as seem to " remember the Lord's day to 
keep it holy." It has been a custom at this 
place, from time immemorial, for men, women, 
and children, to go out to the island on Mid- 
summer-day ; but this year a subject of greater 
importance so occupied their attention, that not 
a single individual was seen there on the occa- 
sion. Even the children were also so impressed 
with seriousness, that not one of them would 
kindle a bonfire on Midsummer-eve. These 
little facts serve to show what a universal seri- 
ousness pervaded all ages and classes. When 
the revival took place, and for some time after- 
wards, there was very little fish taken, and conse- 
quently much poverty prevailing ; but I heard 
no complaining among them. The wonders of 
the Lord, daily displayed in the conviction and 
conversion of sinners, seemed to engross nearly 
the whole conversation of the place. During 
the four months that I was with them, there 
were very few houses in Mousehole but I visit- 
ed them from religious motives ; and very few 
men, women, or children but I conversed 
with them on the necessity of preparing to 
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meet God The effect of this on their minds 
will be known only in that day, when Qod 
shall assemble all nations, and **the jud^ 
ment shall be set, and the books shall be 
opened." So happily did my time pass away 
vrhile actively employed in this good work, 
that four months app^ured only as four da3f8. 
It was astonishing to all the friends, as well as 
to myselii how the Lord supported my strength. 
Day and night I was employed in visitmg, in- 
structing, and e^orting ; and in praying with 
the distressed, both in their own houses and in 
the chapel. Truly i found verified, in my ex- 
perience, the truth of that promise, "As thy 
days thy strength shall be." That I should, at 
the advanced age of seventy-nine, be enabled to 
endure such a continuance of extraordinary toil 
and labour, is surely by the Lord^s special 
help and goodness. I believe God never more 
visibly owned my poor efforts than he has in 
this blessed revival in my native place and 
society. O the boundless mercy of my heaven- 
ly Father to unworthy me ! He has saved m6 
and kept me in his ways these fifty-seven years; 
he has given me fiivour in thfe eyes of the peo- 
ple in every place ; and he has also given me 
spiritual children, some of whom are landed 
safe on the eternal shore, and others are on their 
way to glory. " Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits!" O my Saviour, 
cheerftilly do I ascribe to thy name ail the ho- 
nour and the praise I 

20th. — Yesterday two persons came firoai 
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Falmouth to converse on the subject of Ml sahrar- 
tion. A few days before God had very gra- 
ciously visited them, and revealed to their 
souls much heavejily light on the subject, but 
they said they wanted to be more established 
m the truth. They appeared full of simpli- 
city and holy resolution, longing to be Chris- 
tians according to the measure of Gk>d*s word. 
Our interview was profitable : They declared 
that all their scruples were removed j and they 
returned home rejoicing, giving glory to Him 
to whom alone it is due. ** When Jesus is our 
peace, strength, righteousness, food, salvation, 
and our all, we are penetrated with the con- 
sciousness of it; Without this feeling we should 
never rest ; nor ever think we have it strong 
toough: This it is to *keep the fidth.' " 

27th.— Of late I have felt the truth of the 
following remarks : — " Pain and sickness fol- 
low ease and health in quick successicm. But 
amidst all the possible changes of this life, 
Christ is a rock. To see him by feith, to lay 
hold of him, to rely upon him, to live upon 
him, — ^this is a refuge from the storm, a shadow 
from the heat. Jesus Christ ! What a gift ; 
a gift of free grace! And for whom? For 
me, a sinner ; and, as such, I believe in h» 
name." I always feel my heart refreshed when 
talking, or writing, or thinking of Jesus. To 
meditate on the glories that compose his ador- 
able name, is food to my souL O Jesos^ 
teach me to know more of thy infinite and an^ 
searchable riches, thou incarnate Deity, that I 
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may love di^ wHk a AereT-eeasinff l6y% aid 
aerye thee wilh increamng seal till Uiott bringw 

est me tQ thy glory i Amen. 

30th, — I have juat now receive a long alid 
well-written letter from one of my children in 
the Gospel; The dealings of the Lord, towards 
his creatures are o^tea very singular. We 
have an instance of this, exemplified in the case 
of the writer of this l^ter. I have diitedy 
mentioned my visiting from house to hotite, 
during the revival at Mousehole ; In my calling 
on difierent families, I happened to eater a 
friend's house where she wa& Desirous of 
shunning an interview with me, she iSed by the 
back-door. On seeing this, I expressed my re- 
gret, and my inclinati(»i to follow her. I was 
told it would be useless, as I could not ofsr- 
take her *, but, on stepping to the front-dodr I 
saw her running into a neighbour's house. 
Unwilling that satan should triumph iti obtain- 
ing a victory that way, I went to the house 
after her. When she saw me approaclMQg,s]ie 
ran up stairs. I did not think it proper to pur- 
sue her any further; but knowing she iiras 
within the hearing of my voice, though I C^uld 
not see her, I delivered to her nty messagls 
from below stairs. And having aone so, 1 
closed my remarks, by saying, " Bemember, 
God says, * Except you repent, you must peri^/ 
I have now faithfully warned you of your dan 
ger, and you must meet me at the bar of GJo^, 
to give account of the use you make of it,^ 
As she did not make her appearance, J[ wilb* 
IS 
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drew, and left her to her own reflections. Be- 
fore the close of the day, it was reported that £. 
T. was under the awakening influence of the 
Spirit of God. -The next morning, I went to her 
own house to inquire after her. No longer 
now disposed to shun me, she came down stairs 
bitterly weeping, because she had so long and 
grievously sinned against God. " Every word," 
said she, " that you addressed to me yesterday 
went to my heart, though I could not see you ; 
and such an impression was thereby made up(m 
my mind, as I could iK)t shake off" Finding 
that she was now of a broken and a contrite 
spirit, I offered her Christ as a present Saviour; 
and she was soon enabled to believe with her heart 
imto righteousness, and rejoice in the Grod oi 
Her salvation. She now says in her letter, — 
" I feel I am a sinner saved by grace ; and my 
prayer is, that I may be kept feithful, till my 
heavenly Father shall gather me home. While 
memory lasts, I hope never to forget the first 
interview I had with you. O how sweet the 
recollection of that happy morning when I first 
felt the Saviour's pardoning blood applied !" 

Nov. 14th. — For several weeks past, I have 
be^i confined at home by rheumatism, and have 
))een chiefly employed in writing letters. 
Though labouring under much pain and weak- 
ness, I have lately written eleven ^«:5ters tc iMf 
ferent friends, and have foimd it a sweet occu- 

rition of my time ifrom d / to day. At times 
am so feeble, that I seem ready to sink into 
the dustj but just now while I was thinking on 
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the poor condition of my shattered frame, sud- 
denly the thought occurred, " Yet Jesus deigns 
to dwell in it." I ^as struck with wonder and 
amazement at such infinite condescension, to 
think that the God of heaven should dwell in 
such a mean house of clay. While I was thus 
indulging a moment's reflection, these words 
were applied : " Ye are the temples of the liv- 
ing God." O what a lift did this give my 
fiiith ; and what a heavenly intercourse did it 
open between God and my soul ! 

24th. — I have just sent off* a packet of letters 
to Mousehole : May. the blessing of God ac- 
company them, and render them useful ! One 
day while I was contemplating the riches of 
Divine grace, and the greatness of that salvation 
which Christ has purchased for sinners, this 
passage was brought to my mind with uncom- 
mon life and power : " Wherefore he is able to 
save unto the uttermost them that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them." I cannot describe what I 
felt when I attempted to fathom the meaning of 
the word •• uttermost." Surely, thought I, it 
must at least include salvation from all sin. 
And when I thought on these words, **ever 
liveth to make intercession for them," I saw- 
enough in them to make my very heart leap for 
joy. O how did this endear the priesthood of 
Christ to my soul ! Nor did I ever feel I need- 
ed the intercession of Christ more than at the 
present moment. Such is the sight and sense 
which I have of my manifold weaknesses and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



244 HfiMOiR OF 

little returns of gratitude to the Author of all 
my mercies, that I feel I have no footing but in 
the cross of Christ. But this is the mystery of 
feith, that while I have on one hand a painful 
consciousness of my deserts as a sinner, I have 
on the other, at the same moment, " boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus." 
" Blessed is the man to whom the Lord im- 
puteth not sin." I thank God through Jesus 
Christ. He is "the way, the truth, and the 
life :" We must ever bear in mind, that we can 
only be saved unto the uttermost while we 
** come unto God by him." 

Dec. 10th. — [Under this date he wrote to a 
class-leader at Mousehole : The following is an 
extract of the letter: — ] "When I removed 
from you and my other dear friends at happy, 
happy Mousehole, I was like one brought into 
a different atmosphere. I then heard but little 
of Jesus Christ, and his wondrous doings for 
poor sinners. O that our people felt more of 
the power of religion, and were better acquaint- 
ed with the nature of living Gospel faith I Many 
of those who are most sincere do not under- 
stand the appropriating act of feith. There 
are some remarks in Mr. Fletcher's letter to 
Mr. Vaughan, which have been rendered a 
great blessing to me and to many others. He 
says, — * Fight the good fight of faith • break 
through all temptations, dejections, wanderings, 
worldly thoughts, through all unprofitable com 
pahions, and the backwardness of an unbeliev- 
ing heart and carnal mind : Struggle, I say, till 
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you touch Jesus, and feel healing, comfoiting 
virtue proceeding from him; and when you 
know clearly the way to him, repeat the touch 
till you find he lives in you by the powerful 
operation of his loving Spirit. Then you will 
say with St Paul, * I live the life of God, yet 
not I, but Christ who liveth in me.' 1 rejoice 
that you inquire where Christ maketh his flock 
to rest at noon; the rest from the guilt and 
power of sin you will find only in inward holi- 
ness : And tlus I apprehend to consist in what 
St. Paul calls, * the kingdom of God :' Righte- 
ousness, which excludes all guilt ; peace, which 
banishes all fear that hath torment; and joy, 
which can no more subsist with doubts, anxiety, 
and unstableness of mind, than light can subsist 
with darkness. That there is a state, wherein 
this kingdom is set up, firmly set up in the heart, 
you may see from our Lord's sermon on the 
mount; by his priestly prayer in St. John; by 
the epistles of that apostle, and by various parts 
of the epistles of St. Paul and Si James. To 
aim ajright at this liberty of children of God, 
requires a continual acting of faith ; of a naked 
fedth, independent of all feelings, in a naked 
promise ; such as : * The Son of God was mani- 
fested to destroy the works of the devil ;' * The 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death :' * I can do 
all things through Christ, who strengthenethme,* 
By a naked faith in a naked promise, I do not mean 
a bare assent that Qod is feithful, and that such 
a promise in the book of God may be fulfilled to 
me; but a bold, hearty, steady yenjturing of my 
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soul, body, and spirit upon the truth of the pro- 
mise, with an appropriating act : • It is mine, 
because I am a sinner, and am determined to 
believe, come what will.' Here you must shut 
the eye of carnal reason, and stop the ear of the 
mind,* to the reasonings of the serpent; which, 
were you to listen to him, would be endless, 
and would soon draw you out of the simple 
way of faith, by which we are both justified 
and sanctified. You must also remember, that 
it is your privilege to go to Christ by such a 
faith now, and every succeeding moment; and 
that you are to bring nothing but a careless, dis- 
tracted, tossed, hardened heart ; just such a one 
as you have now. Here lies the grand mis- 
take of many poor, miserable, but precious, 
souls : * They are afhdd to believe, lest it should 
be presumption; because they have not yet com- 
fort, joy, love,* &c. ; not considering that this is 
to look for the fruit before the tree is planted 
Beware, then, of looking for any grace previous 
to believing. — Now, my brother, you have here 
my thoughts upon this subject ; this self-despe- 
rate, appropriating act of faith, which Mr. 
Fletcher and Mr. Wesley wrote so largely 
upon. For my part, I think I shall never suf- 
ficiently praise God for putting their Works 
into my hands. That Mr. Wesley's views 
were exactly the same as Mr. Fletcher's, is 
plain from tnis verse -of one of his hymns :— 

' In hope against all human hope, 

Self-desp'rate, I believe ; 
Thy quick'ning word shall raise me up, 

Thou Shalt the Spirit give.' 

uzed by Google 
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It most be acknowledged, this language is 
Atr(mg; and I know it has frightened many, per- 
haps, sincere penitents ; but it is no more than 
what is included in the word * believing; ' and 
is the direct and simple way to pardon and 
purity." 

2Shid. — [Under this date my father wrote, in I 
answer to a letter which he luul received from " 
a highly respected friend and brother at Mouse- 
hole; in which, after giving him a pleasing 
account of the frirther advancement of the work 
of Qod in the society, mention is made of the 
remarkable circumstance of a pious and aged 
member having very confidently asserted that 
one evening, while worshipping in the chapel, 
he heard supernatural music of the most me- 
lodious kind, proceeding, as he thought, from 
that part of the leaders' pew, whidi was so lon^ 
and so regularly occupied by those two extraordi- 
nary men of God, Benedict Carvosso and 
Richard Trewavas, sen. This was a feet which 
highly accorded with my fether's strong views 
of invisible realities ; as it will be perceived by 
the use he makes of it in the following extract 
from his letter : — ] •* I had a blessed time last 
night while pleading with the Lord for those 
who yet remain unconverted among you at 
Mousehole. I felt such love for them, that I could 
not give up till my heart dissolved with compas- 
sion, and my eyes overflowed with tears. Such a 
love to them I never feU before, nor can lan- 
guage describe it: but I thought of Jesus weep- 
ing over Jerusalem. I seemed to be carried 
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kmcf liii I waf found among yxiu, witii /^sni 
JtL thd ttodst of us. O wliat a glorioiis Tifltation 
hBM M&m^holo. lately had I i do not woader at 
Wl^ yovt mention about Mend R having l]^eaid 
keay^niy mugic ; lor oii^ Lord tells us, ' Ther^ 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God oyer 
oae i^netthat repast^.' Now I have thought, 
k there be joy anrong the angels on account ot 
one sinner's tiepentance, what must be their joy 
i^ver the two hubdred whose conversion you hiftve 
witnessed dumig ihe last few momhs. St Paul« 
speaking odl tl^ head, says, ' Are they not all 
ministering «pirks, sent forth to minister unto 
those who i^iall be hietrs of salvation V And, fit 
th^ birth of Christ, these heavenly mess^gers 
w^re employed : * And the angel said, Fear noC, 
hr be^id I oring you glad tidings of great jot, 
which i^U be unto all people. And suddenly 
dliere was with the angel a multitude <d tm 
heavenly host, praising God,' &c. In further 
confirmation of tarn doctrine, I may add whc^ is 
said of Ihe deaJAk of Lazarus : * And it came to 
^aiss that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels to Abraham's bosom.' I remember, 
idbout fifty years back, I heiurd something my- 
self of thesame nature as what friend B. mentions. 
I allude to JaneHosking, who died at Trongle. 
6he expired in my brother's arms, ^ying to hhn, 
as her last woitib, * They axe come, they ore 
come t' and died in a moment I wfas in the 
adjoining field at th^time, and just at that in* 
mm, I heard the most delighti&il singilig in tna 
a^ I evier heard in my iSa. O what a won* 
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derfol sig!*t does y<mr society now present ; uA 
what an overthrow has satan's kingdom had in 
the last eight or nine months I A great many 
of these precious souls, who have now joined 
God's people, spent last Christmas in * rioting 
and drunkeness, chambering and wantonness, 
strife and envying;* but now they can say, with 
the poet, from happy, heart-feh experience, — 

* Suffice that, for the season paet, 

^el^s horrid language fill'ci our tongues: 
We all thy words behind us cast. 

And lewdly sang the drunkards' songs. 

* But, O the power of grace divine I 

In hyinns we now our voices raise ; 
Loudly in strange hosannahs join, 

And blasphemies are turned to praise.' •? 



CHAPTER VII. 

Jan. 6th, 1829. — The following is an extcact 
from a letter just received from one of the yoting 
converts at Mousehole. He is a young man m 
whom there is pleasing promise of future use- 
fulness : " Shortly after I obtained mercy by 
fidth in Christ Jesus," be observes, " I discover 
ed the need of a still deeper work of gmce in 
my soul. I felt the carnal mind was not des- 
troyed: my heart seemed full of evil ; 'a cage 
of every unclean bird ;* and often it betrayed 
me into bondage. But, with David, I earnestly 
cried, < Create in me a clean heart, O Godi' I 
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longed to have all my inward aiemies de- 
stroyed, and to be fully renewed in the image of 
my Saviour. And, glory, glory be to Grod I on 
Sunday morning, the 7th of September last, 
while engaged with the Lord in secret, plead- 
ing the promises of sanctification, I feh fajxh 
suddenly sppng up in my heart; my soul was 
abundantly blessed, and I was enabled to believe 
the work was done ; yet was my faith not so 
strong as I could wish : — I want a more pow- 
erful witness. I rose from my knees, and went 
to my class-meeting folly resolved to tell what 
God had done for my soul ; and, glory be to 
His holy name, I was not long there before I 
was so completely overwhelmed by the Divine 
presence and joy, that, for a while, I was de- 
prived of the power of speech or motion. Truly 
It was the 

' Speechless awe that dares not move, 
And all the silent heaven of love.' 

Since that period, blessed be God, the enemy 
has not been able to prevjul, for one moment, to 
shake my confidence in that blood which 
cleanseth from all sin." 

March 21st. — ^After being confined at home 
by feebleness and pain for some months, I paid 
a visit to my dear friends at Ponsanooth ; and 
was happy to find the work of God in such a 
prosperous state amongst them. By Mr. 
Lawry*s kind and pressing request I went to 
Gwennap, where the good work is also advan- 
cing. I lodged at Mr. J. Milcheirs, and was 
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most kindly received by Mm and his excellent 
family ; amcmg whom, I trust, my humble 
efforts were not wholly in vain. Some appeared 
to receive the seed into good ground; may 
it be manifest in the last day that the good im- 
pressions were ripened unto perfection ! ^ 

22nd. — I have now entered my eightieth 
year. O the mercies of God still richly dis- 
played towards me : all flowing through the 
kind intercession of my Advocate at Qod!a 
right hand ! 

" My dying Saviour and my Gkxi I 
Fountain for guilt and sin I 
Sprinkle me ever with thy blood, 
And cleanse and keep me clean." 

I am conscious I can form no language of 
my own adequate to this, to express my views, 
and thoughts, and feelings respecting tne atone- 
ment. This is a favourite hymn of mine, and 
has often proved a blessing to my soul. I have 
many times thought, that did I possess the 
talents of Mr. Wesley, I should preach and 
write just as he did. My views ojf the salva- 
tion of the Gospel, and of the atonement, cor- 
respond exactly with his. May I live this year, 
which I have entered in so heavenly a frame 
of mind, more to the glory of God than any 
former year of my life I 

JuNe 28th. — I am now returned from a tour 
of eleven weeks, during which I have visited 
the societies at Mousehole, Penzance, Helston, 
Jtfullion, &c. It rejoiced my heart to &id the 
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ouHg eonyerts fltandhig^ so well at MoaseholSi 
[any had been added in my absence, and sever 
ral more souls were gathering in all the time I 
was with them. On the day I left, I had ths 
pleasure of seeing three converted to Qod. One 
of the conversions, which I witnessed while I 
was there, was such an instance of the mercy 
and power d" God, to save unto the uttermost, 
as I have scarcely ever met with. On the pre- 
ceding day, whicn was the Sabbath, he was m 
a state of continued intoxication. When his 
wife returned from the chapel in the evening, 
where she had received her quarterly ticket 
from the preacher, not finding nim in his own 
house, she sought him elsewhere, and found 
him drunk at a public-house. Seeing him ffl 
^udi a place, ana in such a state, on the Loid's 
day, she could not forbear talking feithfiiUy to 
him on the great impropriety and sinHdness of 
ius conduct However ill-timed this might 
apfjiear to some, it was a word in season to hun; 
fiw: it pleased God to fasten the reproof on ha 
conscience. And so powerfully dwi tie SpW 
of God arrest him, that, to the astonishment rf 
all who beheld him, the fumes of the intoxi- 
cating liquor, which he had drank so plentf- 
lully, left him entirely, in a few minutes. His 
mind was now awake to the evil of drunkenness, 
and he said to the person who kept the inn, that, 
fo lonff as he lived, he would taste no more 
Strong liquor. He returned bome in an agony 
of mind ; and his wife toW me he never skji* 
«nonieiM during thenight iParly in the oionung. 
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I reeeired a message, requesting me to visit 
him. I found him in deep anguish of soul, be* 
ipeailing his manifold and gre$it sins against his 
God. After conversing with him for some time^ 
I advised him to go into his chamber, and agam 
pour out his soul to the God of mercy in secret 
prayer. After a short time I went to his house 
again, and desired his wife to call him out of 
his room, as i wished to pray with him. The 
load of his guilt was overwhelming ; but I waa 
conscious, if I could only get him to look to the 
atonement, his sins would be no barrier to his 
justification. When I had directed him to look 
to that sufiering Saviour who had borne his sins 
in his own body on the tree, we fell on our 
knees ; and while I was engaged in fervent and 
mighty prayer in his behalf, the Lord turned 
his darkness into light, and his hell to heaven 
He now stretched out his hands heavenward, 
and cried out, 

" I '11 praise my Maker while I Ve breath !" 

He has since held on his way steadily and joy- 
fully, and is a wonder unto many. May God 
grant that I may at last meet him and his dear 
wife, — to whom the Lord was pleased also to 
make me useful, — safe lodged among the jewels 
of the kingpdom above I 

Another interealting and rather remarkable 
conversion occurred, in which, I think, the short- 
sightedness of Satan is very clear. One of the 
members of the society being forbidden by her 
husband, in a very peremptory manner, 5rom 
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attending' class-meeting that day ; she meekly 
submitted, and retired to her chamber to spend 
the time in prayer. Without being aware thirt 
her unkind and ungodly husband was within 
hearing, she was drawn to pour out her soul to 
Grod very earnestly in his behalf. This was 
more than even his hard heart could bear ; it 
touched a tender string, and the Lord fastened it 
as a nail in a sure place. He became thoroughly 
and deeply awakened to his lost estate ; and so 
overwhelmed was he with a sense of his misery, 
that his son came to me with great speed, re- 
questing that I would go with him, because — 
** Father was so distressed about his soul, he was 
not able to go to sea." I went to him, and 
talked to him, and prayed with him for about 
two hours, till my bodily strength was quite 
spent out ; and I was obliged to retire to a 
friend's house and lie down to take a little rest 
When I awoke from a short sleep, these words 
came with light and power ; " The blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin." Know- 
ing for what purpose they were given, I replied 
in a moment, " This will do ;" and instantly put- 
ting on the part of my dress which I had laid 
a^de, I hastened to the house of the penitent 
He was still on his knees. I told him I 
had a proper discharge for him from the King 
himself; and put him to read the words with his 
own eyes. God applied to his broken heart the 
healing balm contamed in this precious portion 
of his word; and the contrite sinner, believing 
whit all his heart, and lifting up his hands ai^ 
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eyes to heaven, cried out, " Glory be to God, 
Jesus hath died for me!" He afterwards said to 
me, " I have never entered the chapel doors 
these twelve years : and forty-four years have I 
lived in the world, and knew nothing of my God 
till this day." Now I think satan would not have 
diown much of the serpent, in hindering the 
woman from going to class-meeting, if* he could 
have foreseen that that circumstance would have 
occasioned the loss of one of his most &ithful 
servants. 

July 17th. — In the following remark, there 
is much that is worthy of observation by those 
who wish to walk with God : — " Without recol- 
lection God^s voice cannot be heard in the soul. 
It is the altar on which we must offer up our 
own will. It is instrumentally a ladder to ascend 
tmto God. By it the soul gets to its centre, out 
of which it cannot rest. Man's soul is the temple 
of God; recollection, the holy of holies. As the 
wicked, by recollection, find hell within their 
hearts, so &ithful souls find heaven. TVithout 
recollection all means of grace are useless, or 
make but a light and transient impression." 

Aug. 15th. — I bless God, all is calm again : 
I feel a heavenly sweetness — ^peace, joy, and 
love — springing up within my soul. But I have 
lately had some sharp conflicts with myself and 
with the adversary of my peace. O what a ne- 
cessity do I still find of using self-denial 1 More 
and more I see self must be mortified. But I 
have agfain proved by experience, that it is &ith, 
and fidth aume, which brings certain victory 
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oter edf and ma. What a blessed yanaa with 
Jesiw do I sometimes feel in the night-aeason, 
while all are sleeping around me! The ni^ht- 
watches are favourable to meditation^ no earmly 
dbject to draw away the attention. 

[The following is an extract from a letter 
\tritHout date, but was evidently written about 
this time. It was addressed to a respectable 
young female, tor whose salvation it is manifest 
he felt a deep solicitude : and shows the manner 
in which he was accustomed to follow up the 
impressions that he had made, when he had rea- 
son to fear they were too slight, or not duly at- 
tended to. I introduce it also in the hope that 
it will be read to profit, by some of the man j 
^ho felt the force of his thrilling appeals and 
reproofe in personal conversation, but are yet 
making no adequate preparation for the a^^Sul 
day which he, in this letter, brings before us so 
impressively.] 



•* My Dear Miss ^ 

" I CANNOT account for it, how I should feel 
such a concern for your immortal, never-dying 
soul, but so it is : and by it I am now constrained 
to write to you. I thank )rou for your very 
kind remembrance of me : it is a proof that you 
have not forgotten me : nor, I trust, the conversa- 
tion I had with you in the parlour the last time 
I saw you, wh&a. the Spirit of the Lord strove 
with you in a most powerful manner. I some- 

les think I hear your sobbings, and se^ your 
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lears; They will never be forgotten by me, nor 
by vou either, I hope : for I am sure they can- 
not be forgotten before God. You know that 
you then promised me you would give him 
vour heart : Whether you have done it or not, is 
best known to himsel]^ and to your own soul. 

I was just thinking, my dear Miss , what 

are all the pleasures, riches, and honours of this 
world, compared to the soul ? Or, as our Lord 
savs, 'What shall it profit a man, if he gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul?' If we had 
had no Bible, and had never heard the Gospel, 
we might make some excuse. But bom and 
brought up, as you have been, in the midst of 
Gospel-day, you can make none. Then, * how 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?' 
I wish you to bear in mind, that that same Jesus, 
who poured out his blood on the cross to make 
an atonement for your sins, will come again, * in 
flaming fire, to take vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with 
an everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord and from the glory of his power.' 
(2 Thess. i. 7-9,) O my dear Nanny, how awful, 
how striking; and yet how true ! This is the 
word of God, and not the word of man. And 
if you read your Bible, you will find that the 
prophets, as well as the apostles, speak of this 
awml day. Daniel speal^ of it in a very strik- 
ing manner : * I beheld till the thrones were 
cast down and the Ancient of Days did sit, 
whose garment was white as snow, and the 
_ 17 
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hair of his head like pure wool ; his thrope was 

Uke the fiery flame, and his wheels like burning 
fire : a fiery stream issued and came forth from 
before him; Thousands, thousands, ministered 
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him, the judgment was set, and the 
books were opened/ (Dan. ix. 9, 10.) Compare 
these portions of God's word with the twentieth 
chapter of Revelation, from the eleventh to the 
fifteenth verses. There you will see what are 
St. John's views also of this awful subject; I 
saw a great white throne, and him that sat on 
it : from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away, and there was no place found for 
them.' Mark what follows !^*And I saw the 
dead small and great stand before God ;' (and 
you and I must be there ;) *and the books were 
opened ; and another book was opened which 
was the book of life : And the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in the 
books according to their works.' This, you 
know, will be an awful scene ; but what ismore 
awful is yet to come: * And the sea gave up the 
dead which were in it ; and death and hell de- 
livered up the dead which were in them ; and 
whosoever was not found written in the hook of 
life was cast into the lake of fire." O my dear 
Miss — : — !, 1 wish to speak plainly to you, — this 
must be the portion of every soul that does not 
repent ; every one who lives and dies in his sins. 
God declares, • The wicked shall be turned into 
hell vi^ith all the nations that forget God' 
(Psalm ix. 17.) Read also the last chapter of 
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the second epistle of St. Peter. I hope you will 
not think I am wanting in respect to you be- 
cause I have laid before you these awful truths. 
If you know the love which I have to your 
soul, you could not entertain a thought of the 
kind. At any fate, you know you have been 
twice unexpectedly, but I have no doubt pro- 
videntially, thrown in my way ; and on both 
occasions, while I was talking with you, but 
especially the last, you were deeply affected, 
and promised me, in the presence of God, that 
you would be his : and now the love of Christ 
constrains me to write, to remind you of your 
vows and promises, otherwise I could not be 
clear in my own mind. It is my fervent prayer 
that God would make this letter a lasting bless- 
ing to your soul ; read it in your closet, and 
pray earnestly over it and then send me a few 
lines in answer. If you felt so much love for 
your own soul, as I do for it, you would at once 
cheerfully give up all for Christ, and quickly 
be happy in him. I now commend you to God, 
praying that the Holy Spirit may seal the truth 
upon your heart!" 

Oct. 17th. — ^For some time past I have been 
very busy in writing letters to friends in various 
places., I received a packet containing nine, 
from various persons at Mevagissey, every one 
requiring an answer. These various requests 1 
have fulfilled; and I have sent twelve more to 
Mousehole and other places. O that all the 
precious soiils whom I have addressed, may 
find thefr way to heaven I 
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28th. — [An extract from a letter addressed to 
a class-leader : — ] 

"My DEAR Brother, 

"I WISH to know how you and your 
little flock are getting on ; and whether any 
have strayed from the fold or not * in a dark 
cloudy day.* I trust none of them are lost by 
your fault or negligence. My prayer is, thai 
all your members may be more and more united 
in love to one another, and that they may grow 
up in Christ, their living Head, in all things. 

that the Lord would make them fruitful 
branches in the heavenly vinel In reading 
God's most holy word, I have been struck with 
the tender love and compassion St. Paul mani- 
fested towards those who had sustained a loss 
in their souls : * Brethren, if any of you be over 
taken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore 
such a one in the spirit of meekness, consider- 
ing thyself lest thou also be tempted.' Again, 
adaressing himself to those who had been un- 
feiithful, he says, * My little children, of whom 

1 travail in birth again, until Christ be formed 
in you.' To the same effect he elsewhere* says, 
• Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ' On another occasion, we 
read, that when he had called the elders of a 
certam church together, he gave them a par- 
ticular charge, saying, *Feed the church of 
God which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.* A dear rale this ! And I am certain 
we ought to take very great care of that which 
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is bought at so high a price. Before Jesus, the 
Chief Shepherd, left this lower world, he gave 
to Peter a strict charge respecting the flock, 
saying, • Feed my lambs.' You will observe 
my brother, he calls them, *my lambs;* his 
own blood-bought property. I have often ob- 
served, he first mentions the lambs, because he 
well knew they would require much care and 
nursing. But he gave him also a particular 
charge respecting the sheep, twice saying to 
him, * Feed my sheep.' May the Lord endue 
you, my respected friend, witn all that heavenly 
wisdom, grace, and understanding, necessary 
for you, to conduct your little flock in safety 
to the care of the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls above. In due time you shall 
reap, if you faint not. And now, my brother, I 
would ask. How does your feith stand ? Are you 
like Abraham, strongin faith, giving dory to 
God ? Without this you will do but little when sur- 
rounded by the powers of darkness. It is the 
shield of faith alone which shall quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. But we must re- 
member, too, to take the sword of the Spirit 
with us, which is the word of God ; otherwise 
our faith will soon fail us. It is the promise of 
God which whets the edge of our faith ; and all 
the promises are yea and amen to them that 
believe. * Fear thou not, for I am with thee : 
be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee : Yea, I 
wUl uphold thee by the right hand of my right- 
eousness.' Now, my dear brother, I would 
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Qsk you whether a few such promises as this 
will not set a good edge to your feith. 

* Faith, mi^hiy faith, the promise sees, 
* And looks to that alone.' " 

Nov. 9th. — For several days past my soul 
has been earnestly longing for a more clear 
inward testimony of the Spirit. I pleaded hard 
with the Lord for it; and, glory be to his holy 
name, he granted me the desire of my heart, by 
applying these words, " I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love." This was a word in 
season. 

Dec. 21st. — I am now again mercifully re- 
stored, after being confined to bed for several 
weeks by reason of a wound in my leg. Bless- 
ed be God ! this affliction has been sanctified to 
(he good of my soul: One day, reflecting upon 
my state as the prisoner of the Lord, it was sud- 
denly suggested, " Jesus is in the prison with 
thee." My heart leaped for joy, and my eyes 
overflowed with tears of gratitude, at the 
thought of such infinite condescension. I 
thought of the three Hebrew children : How 
the Son of God was with them in the midst of 
the flames, ar*d preserved them unhurt. "Who 
is a God like unto our God ?" " When thou 
paissest through the fire," says he, "thou shalt 
not be burned,, neither shall the flames kindle 
jipon thee." I have since had many plunges 
into the glorious fulness of Deity, which have * 
greatly encouraged and strengthened my faithf 
Just before this took place, every grace was 

uzed by Google 



MR. WILLIAM CARY0S8O. 263 

Iried from a particular quarter, on which the 
enemy had not been accustomed to attack me. 
But, blessed be the Holy One of Israel, I can 
now triumph in victory over all my enemies. 

Jan. ilth, 1830. — I have begun this year 
with a £xed determination to live for Grod alone: 
Nothing besides is worth a thought. As I 
have been much confined at home this winter, 
my time has been chiefly occupied in writing to 
my different Christian friends, from Saltash to 
nearly the Land's End. 

14th. — This morning, while turning my 
thoughts and attention to myself and my circum- 
stances, — ^being generally much confined firom 
the public means of grace by indisposition and 
the mfirmities of age, — it was instantly applied 
.0 my mind, as if one had spoken to me, ** Thou 
must now learn to feed upon Christ in thy heart 
by faith." In a moment I saw more clearlv 
than ever before, that every believer^s heart is 
the temple of God, and that he has promised to 
dwell and walk therein. O the blessedness 
arising from such a reflection! Christ. in me 
the hope of glory ! That he should dwell in 
my worthless heart ! O how this endears to 
me the name of Jesus! How it lifts up my . 
faith, and yet humbles my soul into the dust be- 
fore him! 

March 5th.— (Within ihe last few weeks I 

have written nearly twenty letters, chiefly on 

the subject of entire sanctification. Deprived as 

. I am of tlw pleasure of visitingmy dear friendfa^ 

I have found it very good to write to them. 
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The Lord knows my motives in tliis employ- 
thent ; — I aim at the good of their souls ; and 
to me it is just the same as if I had been pray* 
ing and conversing with them. In all my iw- 
gnmage I have never known so many clear 
testimonies of the power of God to save from all 
sin, as I have of late. Surely it may be said 
&at knowledge is increasing ; — the Imowledge 
of believing with the heart unto righteousness. 
Three letters that I have just now received bear 
testimony to the truth of this. 

1 Ith. — ^My birth-day. This is a day to which 
1 have long looked forward ; and often felt an 
Ernest desire to see it. As I was bom in the 
year 1750, I am now beyond four-score. I 
thank God for giving me to behold this day ; and 
t earnestly pray that the blessed end may be 
inswered, fot which I am spared to see old 
age. Blessed be God, I can say at present, I 
ixa happy. Christ is more precious to my soul 
dian all the world besides. O for ten thousnuid 
thousand tongues to praise my God, my Sa- 
viour, and the blessed Spirit I 

" To Father, Soa, and Holy Ohost» 
Who sweetly all agree 
To save a world of sinners lost, 
?:temal glory be.^ 

In singing over this verse in past years, which 
is now nearly lost sight ofj 1 have often, with 
pleasure and profit to my mind, contemplated 
the mysterjr of redemption, in which Father, 
^ten* and Sjnrit ^w^etly agree to save a mined ^ 
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world. At present, gratitude is the language 
of my heart as well as my tongue ; ana it is 
easy for me to sing and rejoice. It is, how- 
ever, not always so with me : not long since it 
was quite otherwise: I had head- winds and 
rough seas to beat through, in order to gain the 
port ; hut now, glory, glory he to God I I 
nave fair wind and smooth water. My harp is 
in tune ; and, 

" Of Him, who did salvation bring, 
I could for ever think and sing.*^ 

July 3rd. — Still confined at home on account 
of lameness and pain. But this day I have re- 
ceived a Very powerful manifestation of the 
Spirit of God, for which I cannot sufficiently 
praise him. The blessed effects of this gra- 
cious visit I sensibly feel at this moment whfle I 
write. It puts to flight all the armies of the 
aliens, and greatly brightens my prospects of 
fiitnre glory. O how infinitely do I fell short 
in gratitude to the Author of my mercies! 

August 3rd. — Glory be to thy holy name, O 
thou most high God ! Thou hast now accom- 
plished and fulfilled the promise concerning my 
son Benjamin, given me more than ten years 
ago, when I felt reluctant to give him up to go 
out as a foreign Missionary; thou then re- 
provedst me, and said, " I gave my Son to die 
for thee, and canst thou not give up thy son to 
go an errand for me? I will bring him again 
to thee." And, glory, dory be to thy adorable 
name 1 thou has brought him back again, and 
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his dear wife and children also, in safety, in 
health, and in peace. For these mercies, eter- 
nal praises be ascribed to thee, my God ! And 
now, as thy presence was with him to give him 
favour and to prosper him in distant lands, so do 
thou grant, O Lord, that thy presence and bless- 
ing may still accompany him and his juinistry, 
wherever thy kind Providence shall, in future, 
direct his steps! Amen and Amen. 

10th— [The following letter, containing 
some important remarks on a subject too much 
neglected in the church of Christ, was ad- 
dressed to an excellent youn^ man, a class-leader, 
for whom, and for the souls committed to his 
care, the writer felt a strong regard : — ] 

" My bear Josbph, 

** Soul- work is important work. You 
have now three classes committed to your care. 
To attend properly to these and your prayer- 
meetings you have enough to do ; too muco, I, 
fear, for your constituiion. As to prayer-meet- 
ings, I always considered it a duty incumbent 
on me as a leader, regularly to attend upon 
them. It was there I had an opportunity of 
discovering who in my classes were in earnest, 
and who were not ; and to inquire of those ab- 
sent, what was the reason they did not attend 
this means of grace. You know, if the outward 
means are neglected, our souls cannot prosper. 
With respect to visiting from house to house^ 
when you were first fitted as a leader, I know 
it was your meat and drink to do ii j for the 
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aalvation of their souls lay near your heart If 
they discover less diligence and love manifested 
Awards them in this respect, it is apt to dis- 
courage them, apd lessen their esteem for their 
leader. You will bear, I hope, with my plain 
pealing. It is because I love you that I speak 
thus. I wish you to look well to those pre- 
cious souls under your care ; that, in the great 
day, when you will be called to give an account 
of your stewardship, you ijaay be enabled to 
say, * Here am I, Lord, and those committed 
to my care ; not one of them is wanting.* 

" I am glad to hear the young men stand so 
well; and I pray that the Lord may make 
them abundantly more useful than ever ! But 
I sorrow to find so many of the young females 
giving their company to young men who are 
carnal and without religion. This, you know, 
my dear Joseph, is quite opposed to the word of 
God. He commands us to * be not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers. For what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness ? and what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth 
with an infidel? and what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? As Grod hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them : and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my peo- 
ple. Wherefore, come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord.* ( 2 Cor. 
yi. 15-18.) * Saith the Lord,' not man. 
Awful, indeed, to reflect upon it, — whoever 
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breaks this command 1 But who lays this to 
heart ? Not those who marry out of the Lor^ 
6r with unbelievers ; because God himself has 
forbidden it. Have you, my dear brother, ex- 
plained to the young people who meet in your 
classes, the awiul consequences of breaking • 
this command of God? You see it is as mucS 
forbidden by him as any other sia To plead 
the commonness of it will no ways do away the 
evil of it. For instance, suppose we see men roll- 
ing in the streets in drunkenness from day to day* 
sSmiU we say, * Drunkenness is no sin ?' God 
forbid : — It is forbidden by God : that is enough 
• to satisfy me. If I were to relate to you, my 
brother, the many awful circumstances which I 
have seen to attend these unhappy marriages, it 
would make you tremble. Some time back a 
young man, a Methodist, came to me to ask my 
advice on this head. He was at that time very 
promising for usefulness in the church of Groi 
I earnestly entreated him, if he had any love 
for his own soul, or the cause of God, to have 
nothing to do with the young woman he men- 
tioned, because she was not a professor of reli- 
ffion. I told him he would be ruined if he 
did ; and that his conduct would be such a stab 
to the cause of God in that place as he would 
never be able to make satisfaction for. All 
diis did not avail ; — ^he soon got married. He 
invited me to call to see him. I did so ; and 
his wife said to him in my presence, looking him 
stark in his fece and callinghim by name 'James, 
I will never be a Methodist.' It was like as if a 
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sword pierced my heart. He thought, like 
many others, that when he got married he was 
going to do great things ; but he found he was 
quite mistaken. He soon gave up his profes- 
sion, and became a drunkard, a swearer, and a 
Sabbath-breaker ; and a most wretched kind of 
living they have had ever since. I hope you 
will for ever set your face against this sin, and 
do all you can to prevent it. At least I wish 
you to clear your own soul of their blood, that 
you may meet them all with boldness in the 
day of judgment, if their souls should be lost by 
this dreadful evil which is got amongst us. My 
dear brother, methinks I could on this account 
say with Jeremiah, * O that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes fountains of tears, that I 
might weep day and night for the slain of the 
daughter of my people V It will require a 
great deal of that wisdom which is from above, 
to train up souls for heaven. The Great 
Shepherd of the sheep himself gave Peter a 
strict charge to feed his lambs ; and St. Paul 
likewise exhorted the * overseers,' perhaps such 
as leaders are now, to * feed the church of God 
which he hath purchased with his own blood,' 
I have sufferea a great deal of pain while I 
have been writing this letter to you. I can now 
rest but little at night from a violent pain in 
my left thigh. I often think I am in the hands 
of a very skilful Physician, who is to wise to err 
and too good to be unkind." 

Jan. 1831. — Several months have now 
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elapsed since I set down any thing in my journal. 
During this time I have received many blessings 
at the hand of God, and have passed through 
many inward conflicts. Day and night I 
have felt the need of crying for help unto Grod. 
It is well for me that there is an open fountain, 
and that I have an Advocate above. 

March i3th. — I have been spendinor some 
weeks at Ponsanooth. While there, I had the 
pleasure of seeing the wonderful works of the 
Lord displayed in the conviction and conver- 
sion of many sinners. The subjects of this 
gracious work are persons of all ages. Up- 
wards of fifty have received notes of admission. 
From what I have seen of them I have reason 
to think the greater part of them have been 
brought to enjoy justifying grace. I hope my 
labour among them was not in vain. This 
will be best known when God makes up his 
jewels. 

May 7th. — ^Bless the Lord, O my soul ! He 
has spared me to commemorate another return 
of the day of my conversion. It is now sixty 
years since the blessed change took place within 
my heart. From the first day to the present 
moment I could never doubt of the reality of the 
work. What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all his mercies to such an unworthy worm ? "0 
to grace how great a debtor!" 

" Sweet is the memory of thy grace, 
My God, mj heavenly King t 
Let age to age thy righteousness 
In sounds of glory sing." 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAM CARVOSSO. 271 

27th. — I think I never feU my feeble fram& 
so crushed with the infirmities of age as in the 
past week. But it is very pleasing to know, 
that while this earthly house of my tabernacle 
is dissolving, ** I have a building of God, a 
bouse not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." Glory be to God for such a knowledge 
as this ! Amen and Amen. 

Aug. 29th. — ^At present I am led to admire 
the mysterious ways of providence and grace. 
For some considerable time I had been praying 
to the Lord that he would work a saving change 
upon a certain person, but could not obtain a 
convenient opportunity of conversing with her, 
till about five weeks ago. The result will be 
best described in her own language, from a 
letter which now lies before me: She says, 
** I lived for many years in a state of indifference 
about the salvation of my soul, till it pleased the 
Lord to lay his afflicting hand upon me. I then 
saw in part my danger as a sinner, and pro- 
mised, if the Lord would raise me up, I would 
give my heart to him. He did raise me up, 
and I began to pray and to attend the public 
means of grace ; but no one taking me by the 
hand to lead me further, I rested in the form 
without the power. Having a knowledge of 
your character, I oflen felt a longing desire to 
converse with you, but never had an opportu- 
nity of opening my mind to you till the 25th of 
July, when I met with you quite unexpectedly. 
You then told me the desire you had long felt 
to converse with me, and asked me if I was 
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Happy. I said I was not You than inquired 
if I prayed: and when I told vou I did, you 
showed me I wanted faith to receive ttie bless- 
ings of the Gospel, and invited me to attend the 
class-meeting. I went accordingly. aBrt was 
much affected, especially by the first hyx>m you 
gave out: — 

* Come, Saviour Jesus, from above. 

Assist me with thy heavenly grace; 
Empty my heart of earthly love, 

And for thyself prepare the place.' 

This was the prayer of my heart ; and fha 
meeting proved to me the most profitable I ever 
attended. But still I knew nothing of thtt 
nature of living faith, till I came to HJownstalL 
and had another conversation with you; for 
which I think I shall have cause to bless Grod 
to all eternity. Blessed be his name, my guilty 
fears are now all removed, and I feel my feith 
daily strengthened ; I can love God above every 
thing, and trust I shall henceforth, througn 
grace strengthening me, be ever numbered 
with the humble followers of the Lord Jesus." 
[About this time the following letter was 
written, which serves farther to exemplify his 
style of letter-writing, and the affectionate 
earnestness and striking fidelity with which he 

Sursued those who professed to get good from 
is personal instructions and admonitions : — ] 

•*Mt dear S- , 

" I HOPE you will, for my sake, take 
care of the letters which I wrke you, and read 
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4Lem over o^n when I am sleeping in the duqt 
Remember you are to meet me at the bar oi 
God, to give an account to him of all the kin4 
admonitions you have received from unworthy 
me. You know it has pleased God to make 
use of me as an instrument in his hand for your 
soul's good ; as you have often confessed amidst 

many tears. Since you came to P ^ God 

hath opened the eyes of your understanding^ 
and given you to see the dangerous state your 
soul was in by sinning against him. And al- 
though you have not that clear witness of the 
Spirit which it is your privilege to enjoy, yet I 
should not have a doubt of your salvation if I 
were called to follow you to the grave. I be- 
lieve whatever is lacking in you God will ac- 
complish. I have seen the tears of penitence 
running down your cheeks; and, more thaa 
once, your very limbs trembling under you. 
While I write these lines methinks I see you 
before me, as I have described : You know the 
truth of this. I believe you are a sincere fol- 
lower of Jesus, so far as you have heavenly- 
light. O continue to watch and pray, and walk 
humbly with God I O may the eternal Jehovah 
destroy all unbelief in your heart, and enable 
you more fully to understand what is meant in 
these words, * Jesus hath loved me, and given 
himself for meP I was never so fully convinced 
in my life as I am at this moment, that )rou 
ought to be as fully persuaded in your mind, 
that Jesus bore your sms in his own body oa 
the tree, as if there was no other sinner in all 
18 
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the world. When you read the following^ 
lines, be sure you hold fiist what is included in 
them: — 

< Thou hast my full ransom paid, 
And in thy wounds I rest^ 

When I first conversed with you, you little 
thought you could ever consent to go to class- 
meetmg. But the prejudice you then felt 
against the Methodists Grod has taken away ; 

and I trust, if yx)u are spared to return to E , 

you will not be ashamed to acknowledge what 
the Lord has done for your soul, to such as 

fear God. My dear S , there is a great 

danger here, and I wish to admonish you of it 
in Jesus*s own words : * Whosoever snail con- 
fess me before men, him will I confess before my 
Father which is in heaven :' Mind what fol- 
lows : *But whosoever shall deny me before men, 
him will I also deny before my Father which is 
in heaven.* (Matt. x. 32, 33.) Be sure you read 
for yourself, for 'we must all appear before the 
judgment-seat of Christ.' Another caution I wish 
to give you, which I consider is of the greatest 
importance; because it is God's command: 
•Be not unequally yoked together,' &c. (2 Cor. 
vi. 14-18.) Take your Bible and read the 
whole passage. Now I would just ask you, 

my dear S , what can those professors of 

religion expect from God, who break such a 
eommand as this? I hope you, my dear child 
in the Gospel, will never be guilty of it. I 
"tust you will lay this seriously to heart; and 
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mind, it is God speaking ; not such a worm as 
man 1 No 1 It is the Lord Almighty. It is 
because of the love I feel for your soul, my dear 
child, that I write so fiiithfully to you. I almost 
despair of seeing you in heaven if you get mar- 
riea to a man who has no religion. One good 
' man observes, * Their very breath is infectious.* 
^ What then must be their conversation, and how 
much more so to be married to such a one ? 
As you are clear from this deadly evil at pre- 
sent, I hope and trust you will ever keep clear. 
That the God of all grace may sanctiiy these 
instructions, and make Qiem a blessing in time 
and eternity, is the sincere prayer of your ever 
loving and affectionate father in the Gospel !" 

Nov. 3rd. — For several days past satan and 
unbelief the two grand enemies of my soul, 
have laboured hard to wrest my shield from me 
and weaken my confidence in God. I have 
had to hang on Christ by a naked feith, without 
any sensible enjoyment. But in the past night, 
while all lay sleeping around me, and my soul 
was deeply and solemnly en|^aged with God, 
he appeared to me in a gracious manner, and 
lifted my head above all my enemies ; not one 
was seen in all the coast. I was greatly blessed 
while thinking upon that remark of Lady 
Maxwell : — " I have often been enabled strong- 
ly to act faith on Jesus for sanctification even in 
tne absence of all comfort ; and this has diffused 
a heaven of sweetness through my soul, and 
brought with it the powerful witness for purity." 
21st. — ^J can truly say, with one of old, •* Giv* 
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ing glory to God, I feel no guilt ; all is clear. 
I feel no sin ; God bath destroyed it I cannot 
slee6 by night ; but I now think of God as na- 
turally as I used to forget him. He is hardly 
ever out of my thoughts. Christ is all in all I" 
This morriing He spoke with power to my 
heart, in these words, ** Thou shalt never perish, 
neither shall any pluck thee out of my hand." 
Before this the enemy had made his appear- 
ance ; but he now fledi in a moment ; he could 
not withstand the sword of the Spirit. 

July 4th, 1832. — ^After a tour of nineteen 
weeks the Lord has once more brought me in 
safety to my own home ; for which I praise his 
holy name. I spent seven weeks at Mousehole, 
where I had again the pleasure of seeing many 
sinners brought to God. Several penitents re- 
ceived the Spirit of adoption while I was explain 
ing to them the way of believing in order to be 
justified; six of them indeed before I had 
bowed my knees with them in prayer. This, I 
think, is more than I could ever say befora 
One day as I was walking in the street, a per- 
son came after me in haste, and requested me to 
visit a woman who was in great distress of soul. 
When I came to her she instantly exclaimed, 
"If I die in this state, I am lost ! I am lost\" 
and continued repeating those words for some 
time. I asked for a Bible ; and while I was 
explainiag to her the precious promises of the 
Gbspel, she was enabled to believe and rejoice 
in the God of her salvation. This woman had 
nev«r attended the chapel for sweral years, I 
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Spent four weeks at Penzance, there also I saw 
much good done ; indeed, there is an extraordi- 
nary work of God in ahnost every society 
throughout that extensive Circuit. I visited 
Breage and MuUion, and was most kindly receiv- 
ed by niy old and dear friends. One was awak- 
ened, and two professed to receive the blessing 
of perfect love. I was glad to see those of my 
children who are still walking in wisdom's 
ways ; and sweet was the intercourse which we 
had with each other, while talking over the 
things of God together. In riding from Mul- 
lion to Mr. Hendy's at Polgrean, the horse on 
which I rode fell with me while going down a 
hill, and threw me over his head ; but, by the 
particular providence of God, I was preserved 
unhurt. Here I rejoiced to meet with my dear 
J. F., a child in the Gospel whom the Lord 
was pleased to give me about ten years ago. 
She is still steadfast in the ways of God. After 
I had visited my good friends at Helston, I re- 
turned ; but had been home but six days before 
a conveyance from a distance of seven miles 
was sent to take me to visit a young man in 
great distress of mind, who had so far reasoned 
with the enemy of his soul as to believe he had 
committed the sin against the Holy Ghost. I 
staid with him four days. He got better, and 
was much relieved and comforted. Thence I 
was brought to Mr. M. Box's, of Constantine ; 
to whom, about six years ago, the Lord was 
pleased to show his pardoning mercy, while I 
was conversing with him. He is now a much- 
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respected class-leader. I staid witH him three 
days, met his class, and have some reason to 
hope that my conversation in the family was 
made a blessing to some who knew not God. 

Aug. 4th. — I bless the Lord, that my last 
visit to Ponsanooth was rendered useful. A 
young man, the son of a pious mother, for 
whose salvation I had long felt an anxious con- 
cern, was awakened while I was conversing 
with him about righteousness, temperance, and 
a judgment to come. Trembling under the 
arrest of the Spirit of conviction, he took hold 
of my hand, and said with much emotion. 
" Now I will go to class-meeting with you." 
The following Tuesday evening he came ac- 
cordingly, and boldly declared what God had 
done for his soul. 

Sept. 6th. — My kind and much-respected 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey, of Mawnan, 
having often requested me to pay them a visit 
once more, I accordingly w6nt over and spent 
a week with them. I felt, on entering the 
house, as if the Lord was about to do some 
good in the family, and told them of it ; and it 
soon appeared who was likely to be the subject 
of it Miss E. F., their neice, who had been 
living with them for some years, I found in a ' 
state of darkness and despair about her soul : 
but she had not made known her grief an4 
burden to any one. Grod was pleased to bless 
my conversation to her ; and before I left I had 
the unspeakable pleasure of seeing her made 
exceedingly happy, and also united to the, 
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people of God. To his name be all the praise 
and the glory ! 

Oct. 1st. — I have lately been shut out from 
the public ordinances by a cold, a cough, and 
shortness of breath. But my time has passed 
away ver^ comfortably in answering various 
letters wmch I have received from friends at 
BAousehole, Mevanssey, &c. Seeing that nature's 
ties are all dissolving, it afibrds me no sm^U 
consolation to look forwards to the building of 
Grod in the heavens, which I know is mine by 
the inward testimony of the Spirit. Yes, for 
thee, my soul, for thee [ Glory be to God ! 

13th. — ^I feel my bodily weakness increasing 
more and more : but I bless God, he gives me 
fresh tokens of his love and approbation, to as- 
sure me that I am his. This morning, feeling 
much of the helpless worm, I wanted a stronger 
inward testimony of my sonship ; and looking 
up to my Advocate with GU)d, these words 
sweetly flowed into my mind : — 

** Before the throne my Suretv stands, 
My name is written on his nands." 

This was enough ; tears of joy overflowed my 
eyes, and my heart dissolved m love. 

^ " Much love I ought to know, 

For I have much forgiven." 

24tn. — [He wrote to one who made some 
anxious inquiries in reference to the subject of 
fiill nlvation. The following is an extract from 
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'die letter :-^] ** I hare read your letter, my 
sister, with the greatest attention, and clearly 
discover your holy and ardent desire after purity 
of heart As I have passed through the same 
feeling which you describe in your letter, I 
know where you are, and what you want 
Bufier me to speak plain to you, in order to set 
you right You err, not knowing the Scrip* 
tures, nor the power of God, I would ask, my 
sister. Can you find no promise in the Bible 
which can satisfy the earnest desires of youi 
mind ? And remember we have need of courage, 
that, when we read the promises, we may be- 
lieve, and make them our own. Now there 
are two of God's promises to which I wish to 
lead your mind, because it pleased God to make 
uae of them in order to bring my soul into that 
happy state which St John calls, •perfect love.* 
Metbiinks I hear you say, * O tell me, tell me 
where I shall find them !' If you will promise 
me to do as I did, I will tell you. No doubt, 
you say, * I will try.* Then when you read ' 
them, O may the Liord increase your ftiith ! In 
order to put your faith in lively exercise, I wish 
to remind you that that God who caused them 
to be written for your sake^ will be present 
with you when you read them to require an 
act of faith in you. And you are to believe, 
not only that the blood which Jesus shed on the 
cross for you was sufficient to make atonement 
for the ruilt of your sins, but also to cleanse you 
from all unrighteousness. Suppose I were to 
M^ you, Do you believe Christ will die any 
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more ? you would say, * No, I do not believe 
any sucn thing.' Then why not say in yout 
heart, and from your heart, and with all your 
heart, looking steadfestly to Jesus by faith ) — 

' Surety, who all my debt has paid, 

For all my sins atonement made, 

The Lord my righteousness.' 

•♦ My dear sister, we must continue to believe 
every moment in order to feel. I wish you 
were so anxious in your mind about believmg, 
as you are about feeling. Then I am sure 
God would soon send the witness of the Spirit 
into your heart, and enable you to say, 

* 'Tis done ; thou dost this moment save; 
With full salvation bless'd, 
Redemption through thy blood I have, 
And spotless love and peace.* 

" By this you may know whether you are 
seeking the blessing by faith or by works : If 
by works, you have always something to do 
first ; that is, you think you must be more in 
earnest ; you must pray a little more ; or, it may 
be, satan will suggest to your mind, * You can- 
not believe now, your heart is too hard.* If 
you listen to any of these things, it proves that 
you are seeking it in a way you never can find 
It. It is *not by works, lest any man should 
boast :' But, if by feith, why not now ? Now 
is the acceptcsl time with God. He commands 
you to believe that Christ has paid all for you ; 
this is all he requires. I hope you have no 
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objection to he saved in God's own way. Yon 
want the wisdom which shows the diflfereiice 
between the witness of the Spirit, and the simple 
act of faith. For want of this heavenly light, 
you are foiled by satan and unbelief. The wit- 
ness of the Spirit is Gbd's gift, not our act - but 
it is given to all who act faith on Jesus, ana the 
promise made through him. God at this mo- 
ment requires an act of &ith in you, while he 
holds out the promises, and saith, * A new heart 
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you ; and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh.' (Ezekiel xxxvi 26.) Now 
here are the two precious promises which I re- 
ferred you to above. I saw in them every thing 
I wanted ; deliverance from inbred sin, and the 
bestowing of a new nature ; though I had no 
man to teach or instruct me. From the time 
God showed me what was included in these 
words, I can truly say I never lost sight of 
them. I could desire nothing else; I couM 
pray for nothing else; but that God would 
cleanse my heart from all sin, and fill me with 
his love. But all this would not do, till I be- 
lieved that Christ had paid all for me; then I 
felt the refining fire go through my heart, and 
all within me became wholly sanctined to God.'' 

[The following extract is from a letter 
written about the same time as the above: — ] 

**! AM rather jeabus in my own mind, that 
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you have not a clear and proper view of Christ 
and his atonement. I believe there are thousands 
of sincere souls greatly distressed on this ac- 
count Till I met with Dr. Clarke's Commen- 
tary on Rev. v. 6, 1 am not ashamed to say, my 
own views of this subject were not so clear as 
they are now. As his femarks have proved 
8ucn a gxeaX blessing to my own soul, I will 
give them to you in this letter : He saj^s, * Jesiis 
Christ appears in heaven as if now in the act 
of being oAered. This is very remarkable ; so 
important is the sacrificial offering in the sight 
of God, that he is still represented as being in 
the very act of pouring out his blood for the 
offences of man. This gives great advantage 
to ^th; when any soul comes to the throne of 
grace, he finds a sacrifice there provided for him 
to oflfer to God. Thus all succeeding generations 
find they have the continual sacrifice ready, and 
the newly-shed blood to oflfer.' None but God 
knows what a blessed effect these remarks have 
had on my mind ; and have to the present mo- 
ment I pray the Lord to give you heavenly 
wisdom to comprehend what is implied in them 
concerning the atonement of Christ. I can as- 
sure you I never read them but they give my 
fiuth a ffood lift ; or, if you will allow me the 
expression, they set a new edge to my faith. 
WTienever I come to a throne of grace, I now 
finds a sacrifice provided, and newly-shed 
blood to offer; this fills my soul with fresh 
vigour and courage to start in the Christian race. 
If you wish your soul to prosper, and to be a real 
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Christian, as you say in your letter, I wonld 
advise you to think much of this subject, and 
read the word of God on your knees in feith ; 
for you are an heir to all the exceeding great 
and precious promises contained therein." 

26th. — Thb language of my heart at this 
time is, — 

" O Love, thou bottomless abyss, 

My sins are swallow'd up in thee, 

Covered is my unrighteousness, 
Nor spot of guilt remains on me ; 

While Jesus' blood, through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy, cries." 

«• I will greatly rejoice in the Lord ; my soul 
shall be joyful m my God : For he hath clothed 
me with a garment, he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness; as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride 
adometh herself with jewels." 

Nov. 3rd. — In the last two or three days I 
have felt my soul particularly engaged with 
the Lord, in order to keep my evidence bright 
for glory, and to have a closer walk with God. 
Last night, while lyin^ on my pillow, this por- 
tion of God*s most holy word flowed sweetly 
into my mind : " Jesus answered and said unto 
him, If a man love me, he will keep my words ; 
and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him." 
Such a Divine and heavenly influence accom- 
panied the application of the words, that I felt 
I was enabled to believe that the glorious truth 
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contained in them was fulfilled in me,* and I 
rejoiced in it, and gave glory to God Indeed 
I nad such a confirmation of the truth and re- 
ality contained in these words. ** We will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him," as I 
never felt before. 

April 9th, 1833. — I have spent three or 
four weeks at Tregew, and visited Flushing 
friends pretty much as I was able. I had the 
pleasure of seeing several made happy in God 
while I was with them. One afternoon, while 
taking tea at a friend's house, two young wo- 
men came there in great distress of mind : Be- 
fore we parted, the Lord was pleased to set 
them both at liberty. O may He keep them 
steadfast in the faith 1 

27th. — Yesterday I went to chapel, but was 
so poorly it was with difficulty I could return. 
At present I seem stripped of nearly all my 
bodily strength ; but, I bless the Lord, I feel 
my mind perfectly resigned. Christ is all in 
sdl. I want no other portion in earth or hea- 
ven. His presence makes my paradise. Unto 
mei who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given. Glory be to G^od I 

IVLly 7th. — Through the tender mercies of 
a kind indulgent God, and the speaking blood 
which pleads for me in the courts of heaven, I 
am spared to see sixty-two years expire since 
the Lord was pleased to bless me with the 
Spirit of adoption ; whereby I was enabled to 
cry, " Abba, Father ! my Lord and my GtodlJJj^-, 

"r 
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' The gladness of that happy day, 
O may it ever, erer stay 1 
Nor let my faith e'er lose its hold, 
Nor hope decline, nor love grow cold." 

Whether I shall survive another year, I know- 
not ; but whether I live long, or die soon, O my 
Ood, let me be found 

" Ready prepared and fitted here, 
By periect holiness t' appear 
Before thy glorious fjBWje." 

I bless his holy name for the prospect I now 
have ; and I praise him for the Fountain which 
he has opened for poor sinners, to wash their 
spotted souls from crimes of deepest dye. 

" Thy side an open fountain is. 
Where all may freely go : 
And drink the livine streams of bliss, 
And wash them white as snow." 

Glory be to God, the atonement never loses its 
virtue 1 How often do I reflect with pleasure 
and delight on that precious declaration of St 
John: "The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, 
cleanses us from all sin." All the powers of 
the prince of darkness cannot withstand this ! 

June 25th. — ^A man who was genteelly dressed 
called on me to-day, and spoke very freely and 
familiarly. On my saying to him I could not 
recollect his person, he said, " I am your own 
t,hild in the faith, my name is F. J., formerly of 
Ponsanooth." I tnen recollected him. H& 
joined the society during the great revival, nine- 

^n years back. He was then but a child ; yet 
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rery clearly and soundly converted to Qod. He 
soon after went to IJondon, and, what was 
rather remarkable for one converted so early in 
Ufe, he now told me he had never cast off the 
fear of Gkxl, nor had his name erased from the 
class-book. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The last entry in my father's narrative is 
that which concludes the foregoing chapter, the 
date of which precedes the finishing of his 
earthly course about fifteen months. A few 
days after he set off on his last visit to his be- 
loved friends at Mousehole and Penzance. He 
stopped some weeks at my house. It was now 
too manifest that his natural force was much 
abated ; his strength being borne down by "the 
rush of numerous years." But, so far as his re- 
maining strength permitted, he was constantly 
employed in striving to do good to all classes 
that he had intercourse with. At times, he 
was apparently so feeble as to have little power 
to converse on any subject ; but no sooner was 
a humble, enquiring soul presented before him 
than all his former energy and vivacity re- 
turned ; and he would maintain for hours an an- 
imated conversation on his beloved topics, "par- 
don, and holiness, and heaven." It was on 
this occasion that some persons, in very res- 
pectable life, not immediately connected with 
us as a religious body, manifested great anxiet*^ 
to converse with him. They had dififerent w 
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terviews, professed to receive the gipealael 
benefit from his advice and instruction, and 
begged to be permitted to number themselves 
with his fevoured correspond^ts. As it was 
now with difficulty he could write at all, he did 
not promise to correspond. But before he left 
the neighbourhood one of them wrote to him, 
and earnestly begged that she might have, in 
writing, the subs^ce of what he had said to 
her in his conversation. With considerable 
eflfort he wrote to her a short letter, a part of 
which is as follows : — 

**I AM happy to find what I said to yea 
proved such a blessing to yo'ir soul ; but I hope 
you will give all the glory to God, who alone 
18 worthy to be praised. Sorry I am to find that 
you have in any degree lost the blessed ^oy- 
ment you were put in possession of Instead of 
reasoning with satan, you should have kept 
your eye steadfastly fixed on Jesus, ever living 
to make intercession for you, as if you were tMb 
only sinner in the world. This is Gospel 
faith :— 

* The faith that conquers all » 

And doth the mountain move ; * 

That saves whoe'er on Jesus call, 
And perfects them in love.* 

If at any time you should let this faith slip, tbe 
moment you recollect yourself you have the 
same privilege to believe again as you had at 
first, because you have an Advocate with the 
Father. Sometimes the witness of perfect love 
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is not so clear as at first ; then you must h$xm 
to walk by faith, saying, with the prophet, ' I 
will trust and not be afraid ;' yea, • What tira^ 
I am afraid I will trust in the Lord.* Beliere 
and go forward ; and O may the Lord enable 
you to hold fast your confidence and the rejoicing 
of your hope unto the endl I c^not promise 
to correspond with you; but, in reference U> 
your request that I should pray for you, be as- 
sured I shall do it with all my heart while I 
hare breath to utter desires before God." 

Soon after Conference he paid us a visit at 
Redruth : where he strove, in his usuall way, to 
make himself asefiil, and had much pleasure 
in seeing some of his old friends. From hence 
he went to pay a final visit to his numerous and 
, much-respected friends at Camborne; which 
was made a great blessing to many souls. A 
local preacher, who was much interested and 
blessed by his company and conversation while 
there, observed to me, that, " as it was his last, 
so, in some respects, it seemed to crown all his 
former visits amongst them." In seeking to 
help the sincere inquirer he toiled to the utmost 
of his strength. It is said that, in one instance, 
he laboured for &ve successive hours in conver- 
sation with a person who had long been suffer- 
ing under the power of unbelief; and that at last 
his pious and mighty efibrts wete happily 
crowned with wonderful success. To a respect- 
able young man in business, who was intently 
poring over his account, my father addressed 4 

^^ r T 
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pointed remark or two, on the necessity of har- 
vag his accounts fairly made out and balanced 
against the day when the eternal Judge should 
come to reckon with him. This led the intel- 
ligent youth to serious reflection on the great 
day of account, and the importance of being 
prepared for it : the happy result soon appear^ 
m his conversion to God. More than one or 
two of this respected femily received special 
good by the same instrumentality. 

While at Camborne he wrote to one of his 
highly-esteemed correspondents as follows ;— 

'* Mt dear Sister, 

" I HAVE received your very kind and wel- 
come letter, and am glad to find it so well with 
you as it is. My daily prayer is, that you may 
be preserved blameless until the day of Hia 
coming. You know he hath said, * I will 
never leave thee : nor shall any pluck thee out 
of my hand.' I shall never forget the conver- 
sation which I had with you at my son's at 
Penzance, the first time I saw you : I saw the 
earnest longing desire that was in you Xo he 
wholly swallowed up in God. You then told 
me you wanted always to be so ; and I recollect 
I said to you, that to be so alwajrs, you must 
always believe ; and say, in the language of one 
of our hymns, — 

' All he bath for mine I claim ; 
I dare believe in Jesns' name.' 

Be sure, my sister, you keep your faith in 
Ively exercise. Live momently ; do not bur- 
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den yourself with to-morrow's trials : This is 
the way to get on. I cannot describe to you 
what I now suffer from giddiness in the head : 
and, of late, I have been much in this way. 
But I bless His holy name, it does not shake 
my confidence in Godl Giving glory to Him, 
*' I think I can say, 

j * Fix'd on this ground will I remain, 

' Though my heart fail and flesh decay.' 

I have no objection for you to engage in your 
drawing. I think it right for you to do so. I 
trust the Lord will guide you aright in all 
things ; and, while your eye is single. He will. 
There is a good work going on here at Cam- 
borne. Since I have been here I have seen 
many get into perfect liberty, while I have been 
talking to them, and endeavouring to point out 
to them the way to the blessing. I have been 
here three weeks. When I came I did not in- 
tend to stay so long ; but the kind friends have 
constrained me." 

He returned home exceedingly feeble and 
poorly, and was no more able to visit distant 
societies. In this respect his great work was 
done ; and with much truth might it be said, 
he had done what he could. But he did not 
yet wholly lay aside his pen. With great 
effort to himself he continued now and then to 
write a letter to an anxious and fevoured cor- 
respondent. I have one beforeme without date, 
which appears to have been written in the 
month of December. It is addressed to one of 
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his voupgest bain, for yrbose npiritiial welfltfe 
he ^It a deep solicitude. 

" My i>bar child in th» Gospbl, 

" I RECEIVED your letter of November 30; 
and thank you a thousand times for it I am 
happy to find you have not got weary in well- 
doing; but, according to the contents of your 
letter, far otherwise. I rejoice to hear you 
mention your faith in God ; and that you have 
now been kept in possession of it fifteen months. 
I ofien think I see you on the Sunday morning 
cottiing into the parlour rejoicing : with hea- 
ven beaming in your countenance, exclaiming, 
*I am happy; the Lord has pardoned all my 
sins.' Methinks I hear my dear Elizabeth say, 

' The gladness of that happy day,' &c. 

I hope you do not let one day pass without 
praising Grod for what he hath done for you. I 
see it is of the greatest importance always io 
retain * a sense of sins forgiven.' You used to 
mention in your letters how excellent you 
found Mr. Wesley's Sermons and Mrs. Roger's 
Memoirs; I entreat you, my dear child, do 
not neglect to read them often ; and be sure and 
search the word of God, and treasure up the 
precious promises in your heart. May the 
Lord make you and me Bible Christians! 
Amen. I thank you for the information you 
give me of your sister, my dear Anna, that she 
still meets in class. I corresponded with her 
- aome years, and have now several of her 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WILLIAlit CAliVOMO. C9^ 

letters in my possession. I hope I shall have 
the pleasure to meet you both in heaven. I 
jsuppose you have heara how the Lord is pour- 
ing out his Spirit at Mylor Bridge. Such a 
sight, at this place, I have never i^een before. 
IMbiny aire brought to God, and I rejoice to in- 
form you that two of the family are of the 
happy number ; — my grandaughter and a ser- 
vant maid. We have prayer-meetings every 
night : but my weakness is such I can seldom 
attend; but I hear three souls were made happjr 
1^ night. 

' All honour and praise to Jesus alone.* 

I hope you will excuse all blunders. All the 
pins of my tabernacle seem unloosed. My 
head is giddy, and my sight so foils me that 
I cannot see to make or mend a pen as I ought 
My memory also foils me, as you may easily 
discover by my writing. My kind love to you, 
my dear child in the faith of the Grospel, and I 
hope you will not forget to write to, and pray 
for, your loving, though unworthy, fether in 
Christ I can truly say, I cease not to pray for 
you night and day. My heart seems knit to 
you more than ever. Farewell, till I meet you 
m heaven." 

' Feb. 2Ist, 1834. — To an accomplished coi- 
lespondent, who has styled his letters " invalu- 
able," and who earnestly solicited his correspon- 
dence so long as he could hold a Jen, h6 wrote 
as follows : — 
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•• My dear Miss J , 

" I THANK you for your kind letter, and for 
all the ffood news which you have sent me. I 
am glad to hear the work of the Lord is so pros- 
pering with you. But whatever good is done 
the Lord doeth it, and he must have all the glory. 
You say you want a more lively &ith, and desire 
me to tell you how to get it : You must take 
God at his word, my sister. He tells you, ' All 
is yours.* I see where you miss the simple way 
of faith, *and fall into the stinking dungeon of 
self* St. Paul, I conceive, had no reference to 
rapturous joys, when he said, * The life I now 
live in the flesh I live hy the fedth of the Son of 
God, who loved -me and gave himself for ma' 
Jesus was * wounded for your transgressions,' 
and ' with his stripes,' that is, through the virtue 
of that hlood which he poured out on the cross 
for you, * you are healed.' * Without shedding 
of hlood there is no remission. You say the re- 
perusing of my letters has warmed your heart 
with Divine love and gratitude, and that your 
jojs * have never been so great for any length 
of time as when I was blessed with your advice.' 
O may the Lord bless you with heavenly wis- 
dom to understand the fiiith which Mr. Wesley 
speaks of in these words : — '. 

* Though waves and storms go o*er my head, — 
Though strength, and health, and friends be gone ; 

Though joys be withered all and dead, 
And every comfort be withdrawn; 

On this my steadfast soul relies, 

Father, thy mercy never dies.* 
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1 wish you to meditate upon the whole of tha 
hymn, and pray that the Lord may reveal clear- 
ly to your mind all that is contained in it ; then, 
I am sure, you will not be perplexed about 
frames and feelings, but say, with one of old, 
' Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.' 
May the Lord bless you with the mighty ' faith 
that conquers allT No state of grace will 
exempt us from temptation: Christ himself was 
tempted. When we are tempted, we must make 
use of the precious promises. You know what 
the answer to St. Paul was in the time of temp- 
tation : * My grace is sufficient for thee.' I believe 
the Lord never permits any trial to •be&l us, 
while we look to him, but he will give us strength 
to bear it. O let us take fresh courage, and may 
we conquer through his blood ! Amen." 

Feb. 28th. — He wrote as follows, to one of 
his own beloved children in the fiiith, with whom 
he had corresponded for several years :— 

You say you are tossed with tempests, and 
not comforted. Methinks I hear the Lord saying 
to you, *0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?' *Cast not away thy confidence, 
which hath great recompence of reward.* • A 
braised reed will I tfot break, and smoking fiax 
will I not quench.' * Fear thou not, I am with 
thee.' I wish you to lay hold on these promises : 
tkey are bought fbr you with the precious blood 
of Chriat Do not grieve the Spirit by saying, 
• They are not for me.' Yes, my dwuf child, 
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Hbre, I believe, terminated the pious labours 
c^ his diligent hand ; this was his last letter. 
His active life, protracted to a period of unusual 
length, was now feirly closed: Nothing re- 
mained but to retire, to suffer, and to die. But 
before we attend him in his last sickness and 
death, a few remarks on his public character in 
the church, may not be deemed amiss. 

To the high office of a preacher, according 
to the'sense in which that term is generally- 
taken, he never made any pretensions. In the 
absence of a regular preacher, he would consent 
occasionally to take the pulpit ; when he would 
give a plain useful address to the different cha- 
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circuit-stewards, and society-stewards j all these, 
and various other office-bearers amongst us, 
perform an important part in the great work of 
" perfecting the saints, and edifying the body 
of Christ." The subject of these memoirs was 
not fitted for the first or second of these offices; 
.but others were open to him for which he was 
peculiarly fitted; and hereby he was furnished 
with the opportunity of rivalling those who 
shall " shine as the stars for ever and ever •" and 
the church became possessed of one of the most 
active and serviceable agents ever employed in 
building her walls or beautifying her palaces. 

To take a brief and connected view of the 
principal features of his active and useful cha- 
racter in the church of God : — He often gave a 
word of exhortation. This was a door of use- 
fuhiess which was open to him, and into which 
he entered, from a strong sense of duty to God, 
and with a longing desire to be a blessing to 
souls. Here he was at home ; oflen was a re- 
markable door of utterance given to him ; and 
he spoke as one having authority. He would 
frequently take his stand on a verse of one of oui 
hymns, and thence bring forth treasures from 
the hidden things of God. The efiect produced 
was oflen surprising. His words of fire seemed 
to fasten like cloven tongues on every heart 
The spirit and language of our best hymns 
were peculiarly his own ; and in his hand they 
piercai like a two-edged sword. In streaming 
tears, and with an emphasis not to be describe^ 
he would sometimes exclaim, '•Glory bfito God 
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that ever these hjrmns were written !" " Widi 
feith divinely bold," he would aeize on the 
helpless seeker of salvation, and at once assist 
him to step into the water, already troubled. His 
exhortations were, I believe, always sponta- 
neous. 

As a prayer-leader, he excelled in soundness 
of speech which could not be condemned; in 
variety of expression, in filial confidence, in fer- 
vour, and in love and compassion for the souls 
of his fellow-worshippers. This was to him a 
field of great usefulness ; and not a few will bless 
Grod eternally, that ever he opened his mouth at 
a prayer-meeting. It was a means of grace 
which he held in verv high estimation : He 
deemed it a branch in the system of Methodism 
to which too much importance could not be 
easily attached, by those who wished either to 
get good, or to do good. He considered that 
every member of society ought to attend this 
means of grace from a principle of duty. Stable 
piety, growth in grace, and the extension of tho 
work of Grod in the conversion of sinners, were 
viewed by him as closely connected with a re- 
grular and conscientious attendance on prayer- 
meetings. What sacrifices and efforts he 
would make to attend them, throughout every 
period of his long pilgrimage, is known to many. 
O that the numerous hosts of prayer-leaders, to 
whom he was well known, may increasingly 
partake of the Spirit of devotion which breathed 
so eminently in nim ! 

As a society-steward he was also exemplary. 
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He was prompt, and dHigeUt, and peac^tL 
The pecuniary afl^rs of tbe society nmst not 
be permitted to fell behind while the matter 
was in his hands. He was neither backward 
to contribute, nor bore an unreasonable part of 
the burden himself: but urged on every one to 
do his part ; and produced those motiresr whkb 
never fail to operate where there is love to God 
and his cause on the earth : and to him Me- 
thodism was emphatically the cause of Gk>d. It 
united in itself every thingr that was dear to him. 
He loved the doctrmes, the discipline, the min- 
isters, the economy of MeUiodism in all its 
bearings and relations. Disputes, and changes 
and divisions he had often witnessed; but 
such thin^ never in the least degree moved 
him : Witn his whole heart, in life and death 
h6 adhered to the doctrines, discipline, and min- 
istry which formed the instrument that God had 
rendered so effectual in rescuing his soul from 
sin, and rnisery, and hell, and constituting him 
an heir of glory, and a possessor of " righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." In 
attendinor quarterly-meetings he occasionally 
lamented the great want of a peaceable dispo- 
sition of mind so apparent in some. His own 
spiritual remarks and exhortations on these occa- 
sions were sometimes attended with a blessed 
unction from above. It was at a quarterly-meet- 
ing held in this town about twenty years ago, 
after witnessing the gracious effect of some ob- 
"•rvations which he made on the deep things of 
'^ that the Rev. W. Martin advised him 
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te make himself and the great things of 
which he spoke, more generally known among 
the societies. This eminently demoted and use- 
ful minister did not live to see how fully, from 
that time, my fether acted in accordance with 
his pious suggestion. 

As a chapel-trustee he also rendered himself 
lEseful in promoting the interests of the church 
o( Christ. Trustees are a class of men not so 
prominent as some others in our economy ; hut 
they fill an office of infinite importance to the 
stability and extension of the body, being legally 
constituted the guardians of the purity of the 
ministry, the privileges of the congregation, and 
the property of the Connexion. They often have 
much toil and much pecuniary responsibility; for 
the reward of which they can only look to the 
resurrection of the just, and to the conscious- 
ness which they have within their breasts that 
they are personally contributing to the happi- 
ness of their neighbours, and to the upholding 
of the cause of Christ and his ministry in the 
earth. In his own narrative we have seen 
what part my father took in this good work. 
In addition to the ordinary features in this work 
of benevolence, he had the honour and happi- 
ness of taking the special lead in the erection 
of the first chapel for the benefit of that society 
and congregation of which he was the nursing- 
father so many years. 

As a class-leader he was deservedly held in 
the lughest estimation. It was an ofiice exactly 
to his taste, and for the discharge of its duties 
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he had qualifications of no common order. He 
is an instance of the wisdom exemplified by the 
founder of Methodism in employing such a 
class of men in gathering and building up the 
church of God Few men, however great 
might be their attainments in theology and di- 
vinity, could excel or even equal him here. 
Witnin the sphere of the class-meeting he was 
a wise master-builder ; and how eager, inquir- 
ing souls were to profit by him in this means of 
grace, is well known to thousands. In many 
places when it was known that he was to meet 
a class and the room admitted of it, crowds firom 
other classes would come to listen to his deep, 
experimental instructions, and to catch the fire 
of his spirit His visit to a society was often 
regardai as a sort of era ; for the expectation of 
the people, and the fervour of his soul, when they 
met " together in one place with one accord," 
often conspired to bring more than ordinary in- 
fluences from above. He was never harsh in 
meeting a class, but he would blend great fide- 
lity with fervent, melting compassion; so that 
however close he came, he would rarely give 
offence. In an early part of my Christian life, 
I remember he once remarked to me, in refer- 
ence to a member of his class whose unsatisfac- 
tory conduct and experience had given him 
much pain, "I can speak to him without much 
difficulty when I come to him with my own 
soul melting under the influence of heaven- 
ly love." He considered the class-meeting a 
spiritual fold, into which every soul who had a 
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desire to flee firbm the wrath to come, and be saved 
from sin, should at once be conducted ; because 
he knew, from facts almost innumerable, that, 
witjiin the boundary of this infinitely import- 
ant means of salvation, holy desires and resolu- 
tions were more happily nourished, defended, 
and strengthened than they could be elsewhere. 
A class-meeting was used by him as a grand 
instrument to promote decision of religious 
principle j and the good which he did in this 
way is beyond calculation. Here I can speak 
with confidence, for I speak from experience. 
The kind pressure, and the constraining love 
which he used, to get me to the class-meeting 
was little short of compulsion. I could not get 
out of his hands. It is right, perhaps, I should 
say I was not at this time what is termed im- 
moral in my conduct; but of the immediate 
striving of the Spirit's influences upon my own 
mind I was then as unconscious as I had been 
for many years before. Yet such was the effect 
of my being brought within the hallowing 
boundfs of the assembly of the saints, that, be- 
fore the lapse of twenty-four hours, I was quite 
decided in pursuit of the religion of the heart 
I make this reference to my own case, to show 
the importance of parents and class-leaders, and 
all members of the church of God, using their 
utmost personal influence to bring every hope- 
ful subject within the range of the sanctifying 
influence of the Spirit and the discipline of 
Christian communion. From this mode of 
augmenting the number of our classes there is 
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Qo danger of lowering the txme of expertoienlal 
or practical piety, while leaders discharge th^r 
duty to all such as place themselyes under their 
care ; and earnestly do I pray that this trait in 
my Other's character may tell on the hearts and 
consciences of many who shall re9d diis little 
volume. 

Visiting the sick was another department o{ 
usefulness in which Grod was iJeased greatly to 
honour him- To the truth of this, the foregoing 
pages have borne ample testimony. He ap- 
proached the sick bed with such clear percep- 
tions of the covenant of mercy, such a strong 
apprehension of the efficacy of the blood d[ 
atonement, such a confidence in God, and such 
a compassion for the souls of the afBicted, that 
they almost instantly felt that they were broughi 
into the presence of a son of consolation and a 
helper of their joy. By a few minutes' conver- 
sation and prayer the whole scenery of the sick 
man's apartment was often changed ; it was, in 
fact, turned from darkness to light. Many who 
have accompanied him on these occasions have 
beheld, and wondered, and adored. I have be- 
fore me a letter just now received from Mr. T., a 
local-preacher, at Saltash, a highly-respected 
friend of my ^ther, with whom he maintained 
a close and profitable correspondence for many 
years. Mr. T. details several very striking 
cases of his usefulness : Among others, the con- 
version of two persons whom he visited in a 
state of deep affliction. As the letter is very 
iAteresting and serves both to illustrate his cha- 
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racter and confirm many of his own narrations, 
being the testimony of a bystander, I think the 
reader will not be displeased at my giving a 
pretty long extract : — 

" One day while our dear friend was with 
us," says Mr. T., " we took him up the river to 
^ Beer-Alston mines. There is a pretty long 
row of houses, occupied by miners and their 
families ; and as we were seven or eight in com- 
pany, it arrested the attention of the people, and 
several of them came to their doors. This gave 
full employment to our dear friend, for he 
passed but few without talking to them about 
their souls. At length we arrived at the door 
of a person who knew something of me, and 
pressed us to come in. Your dear fiither, who 
seemed always to have one thing in view 
presently began to address himself to a young 
girl, the daughter of the woman of the house ; 
and he talked so kindly and closely on the 
affairs of her soul, that before long her bosom 
began to heave with unusual emotion, and her 
fece appeared the index of a mind strongly 
exercisea ; but the mother wanting her to go 
for some fruit for us, she left. His attention was 
now directed to the mother, who, he found, had 
once loved God, but had lost the evidence of the 
Divine favpur. He begged her to come near 
and sit down beside him, that he might converse 
with her on the subject ; and this he did to good 
purpose. I made signs to the friends present to 
ail up their hearts in silent prayer to Qod; and 
20 
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presently* there seemed such k blessed infiuence 
in the place, that I was constrained to praise 
Gk)d aloud. Shortly the woman was so much 
afiected, that your father said, * Let us pray;' ^jod 
in a very little time the woman found peace in 
"believing. But a more striking case is yet be- 1 
fore us. At this place we heard of a blacksmith 
being very ill, and were desired to call to se<.' 
him. Although pressed for time, on our way 
back to the boat, we inquired out this poor man j 
and found him stretched on a sort of crib in a 
little hut, in the last staffe of consumption. Hi» 
wife having gone out, ne was left quite alone, 
ttnd seemed surprised to see so many strangers 
enter his mean habitation. But our dear father 
soon engrossed all Ms attention. Walking up 
to his bed-side, he said to him, * Well, my frieni 
we are come in to inquire how you are.' * I am 
very bad, Sir,' said the poor man. * How long 
have you been ill ?' * I have been lying here 
these ten weeks.' * Indeed ; but we are come 
more particularly to inquire how your mind is ? 
' Very bad, Sir.' * Indeed : What is the matter 
then V * O Sir, I am such a great sinner !' * A 
great sinner are you?' *0 yes. Sir.' *Well; 
what did Jesus Cnrist die for ?' * For sinners, 

Sir; but I am ' 'Stop, now; answer my 

<5[uestions. You say, Jesus Christ died to save 
sinners: Did he not die to save you?' *Yes, 
Sir.' * Well, now, if he died to save you, should 

you not praise him ?' * Yes, Sir ; but ^ *Now 

stay, my friend ; just answer my question. You 
admit that Christ died for you; then, I ask 
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dliould you not praise him V * Yes, Sir.' • Come 
then, my brother, lift up your voice and praise 
him. Glory be to God ! glory be to God! Come, 
my^ear brother, join with me to praise the Lord/ 
The poor heavy-laden sinner seemed Piston ished 
at the request j but being repeatedly urged, he 
at length consented to attempt to open his lips 
to use words of praise. Our dear friend encour- 
ag-ed him. And though, at first, he seemed to 
utter words of praise, not from the lively sense 
of gratitude,^ but rather in conformity to the 
-mshes of his kind and venerable instructor ; 
yet, being hereby insensibly brought off from 
himself to look to his crucified Redeemer, the 
power quickly descended into his soul in such 
a manner, that he shouted with all the energy 
of a strong man, * Glory ! glory ! glory ! praise 
the Lord!' till being exhausted, he fell back 
on his pillow, and for the moment I feared 
what would be the consequence of his extra- 
ordinary exertions. But I was presently re- 
lieved by his again raising himself in his bed, 
and shouting as he had done before ; when our 
dear father called on me to pray. I prayed ; and 
as you may suppose, with no common feeling. 
Our friend ana the blacksmith kept shouting 
aloud for joy of heart, and the rest of the com- 
pany were on their knees praising Grod. Mean- 
-wh-ile the wife returned, and several other per 
sons had come in, attracted by the noise. So 
thsLt, altogether, such an extraordinary scene 
xv^LS exhibited as I never before witnessed. I 
took him another day to see a woman ill in 
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bed, and fest verging to the grave. He convcr 
8ed with her, and being satisfied with the sense 
she had of her state as a sinner, and the sincerity 
of her repentance, he offered her Christ «8 a 
present Saviour ; and soon did the Saviour take 
the happy possession of her heart At a mo- 
ment when neither of us were speaking, she sud- 
denly broke out into holy rapture, and continu- 
ed to shout the praises of God aloud, till, like 
the poor blacksmith, she sunk on her pillow 
exhausted; and, like him, she quickly revived ; 
and we left her rejoicing in the arms of her 
Saviour. I attended on her to her death, when 
she sweetly fell asleep in Jesus." 

There is another prominent feature in the 
active and useful department of my fialher's cha- 
racter ; it is his preaching Christ from house to 
house. This was his forte ; and herein it pleas- 
ed God to make him a blessing, distinguished, 
extensive, and never to be forgotten. His much 
esteemed and judicious friend, Mr. John Boase, 
of Penzance, observes in a letter before me: — 
" I conceive his great sphere of usefulness lay 
among private families, in his religious visits 
from house to house. Here in his colloquy with 
the members of the family, he would deeply 
search the heart, both of the serious and the 
thoughtless; applying with great power such 
portions of God's holy word, as were appro- 
priate to their cases, and often with great success : 
the results of which I doubt not many will 
^.*. arise to call him blessed.' " It is not easy to 
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give those who knew him not any adequate 
idea of his mode of conversing about spiritual 
things. It was so simple, so affectionate, so 
interesting, so feithiul, and so forcible, that it 
seldom failed to arrest the attention, and move 
the best feelings of the heart. His tears, his 
emphasis, his appeals to the conscience, his 
full and manifest confidence in the reality and 
worth of the things he spoke of, and his devout 
aspirations for a Divine blessing on what he 
said; all conspired to produce such impressions, 
as it was not easy for anyone to efface, however 
little love he had for religion. When he had once 
gained the ear of a person, and had apparently 
exhausted all his artillery to little or no purpose, 
he would often, in the most striking manner, 
refer him to the final judgment, where he must 
meet him, and give an account for the use he 
made of that conversation. Of this, some cases 
are mentioned already ; but a very remarkable 
instance of his success in this way lies before me 
in his own hand-writing, which may be appro- 
priately inserted here. It is without date, but 
appears to have occurred about 1820. My fether 
ODserves, " One time when at Camborne, W. J. 
requested me to go to his house, for the purpose 
of naving some conversation with his wife about 
the salvation of her soul. When I had finish- 
ed what I had to say to her, I did not know 
how to leave without speaking a word to the 
tenant who occupied the other part of the house. 
I found iiim a man quite unconcerned about his 
soul ; so afte? I had reasoned with him about an 
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hour on righteousneas, temperance, and a jadg^ 
ment to come, perceiving that I made no im^ 

Sression on his nard, impenitent heart, I wished 
im well, and left him ; but as I was shutting 
the door, something struck me very powerfully 
that I ought to return to him and ffive him an- 
other warning. So I went back, and said to him, 
• If you do not reduce to practice what I have 
delivered to you, I shall appear in the judgment 
of the great day to condemn you/ I said no 
more, but left him to his own reflections. The 
next morning I heard that William Mean was 
distressed about his soul : I called to see him, 
and found it was trua * All that you said to me,' 
says he, * made no impression on my mind till 
you returned and uttered the last words ; it then 
very forcibly struck me that God had sent you 
to warn me to flee from the wrath to come.' He 
was now deeply humbled before God on account 
of his sins, ana willing to give up all, that he 
might obtain an interest in the Saviour's blood. 
I endeavoured to show him the willingness 
there was in Jesus to receive him at once j and 
he was soon enabled to rejoice in a sin^ardon- 
ing God. He was a miner; and after he had 
maintained a very consistent profession for three 
years, ho was summoned into eternity in a mo- 
m«it, being suddenly swallowed up m the 
bowels of the earth, while at his work in the 
mine. After three days his body was found, and 
a funeral serinon was preached for him by the 
Rev. J. Ackerman. How mysterious are the 
jvays of Providence I" 
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In seeking the salvation of soulsi h6 tras 
^mpliatically in season and out of season. 
Wherever ne found the sinner, in this world of 
mercy, his case was never deemed hopeless by 
him : With confidence in God he seized on the 
smoking brand, and strove to pull him out of 
the fira This was o&ea strikingly manifest ml ^ 
his reproving sin. Constant success in his atr ' 
tempts to do good in this way could not be ex* 
pected ; yet his pious reproofe were often not 
m vain, even when administered under circum- 
stances most un&vourahle. An instance or two 
may be mentioned. WhUe waiting one day 
for the ferry-boat, on the Green Beakk Gluay, at 
Falmouth, a sailor who waa also standing there^ 
was heard using pro&ne language. My &ther 
reproved him ; and in his own earnest and im* 
pressive manner, ^x»ke to him at some length 
on the awful consequ^ices of sm, and the neces^ 
sity of preparing to meet his God. What ef- 
fect this had on the sailor's mind is not known ; 
but a respectable woman, who stood at some 
distance, seeing my &ther talking to him with 
great earnestness, was induced, from iIl motive 
of curiosity, to draw near enough to hear vfhat 
was said. It was a word in season to her ; for 
the arrow of Divine truth penetrated her h^urt ; 
and after the lapse of some considerable time^ 
my father had the happiness of accidently heal- 
ing that it proved the means of her conversion 
and salvation. 

But a case much more singular and remark- 
ble remains to be told; it is that of a drnoir^ 
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aid's being awakened to a sense of sin, by a 
strikins; and thrilling reproof administeredf to 
him while in a state of actual intoxication. The 
person is now a very steady, active, useful lead- 
er in this circuit The feet was first brought 
under my notice at a love-feast about twelve 
months ago, and was unknown to my fether till 
I inform^ him of it. I will give the narra-> 
tive in J. D.'s own language, as he related it to 
me. " I was," says he, "a hard-working man ; 
and, by extraordmary exertions in weighing 
ore at the mine, I got a great deal of money. 
But just as fest as I got it, I spent it in strong 
drink. I used often to be absent from home 
for several days and nights together in a state 
of continued drunkenness. On one occasion, 
afler I had been out three days and nights on 
a drinking bout, at Falmouth, my wife came 
on a Sunday morning to seek for me, to take 
me home. Returning with her and another 
person, while passing through Ponsanooth in a 
state of intoxication, there were some persons 
coming out of a meeting ; your fether (whose 
name I got to know some years afterward) 
was among the number. Seeing my state, he 
came up to me, and, laying his hand upon my 
shoulder, said, * Young man, do you know 
where you are going V As well as I was able 
to answer him, I told him I was trying to make 
the best of my way home. *This is not what I 
mean,' says he : * do you know that you are 
now in the road to hell, and if you do not stop 
you will soon be there? Such was the effect of 
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his reproof upon my mind, that in less than 
two minutes after he left me, I was as entirely 
freed from the efiects of liquor as I had ever 
been in my life ; and, before I had walked a 
mile, my soul became so filled and burdened 
with a sense of my guilt and sin, I was con- 
strained to see an opportunity to turn aside into 
a solitary place in a field, and there fell down 
upon my knees, and cry to God for mercy. 
Nor could I leave the spot for some hours. I 
got home with my burden in the evening, and 
after a severe struggle of some months' contin- 
uance, I found peace with God," 

To these traits in his public and useful cha- 
racter, may be added another, in which he was 
eminent and mighty: that is, in his intercessory 
cries and struggles in his closet. The ardour 
of desire, and strength of feith, which he threw 
into these holy pleadings and wrestlings before 
God in secret, were very great, and truly cha- 
racteristic of his other efforts to do good He 
firmly believed that God heard and answered 
•• the prayer of faith" in behalf of others, and 
he proceeded with all his soul to act upon this 
conviction of the truth. The preceding pages 
bear ample testimony to this. In the conver- 
sion of his children, he tells us, he took hold of 
the promise, and retired to make known his 
wishes and his confidence to the Searcher of 
hearts. Here, " in audience with the Deity," 
he had "power with God and with men;" and 
often did he "prevail." There was one thing 
ygPMukable, which he often ^mentioned, it was 
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the communion of spirit imd faroillar mteicoane 
which he held with Uiose for whom he prayed 
much, if they were persons enjoying spirituality 
of mind. He sometimes spoke as though he 
hereby got a kind of knowledge of the state of 
the absent, whether d^ressed or joyous. Once, 
while I was very far distant from him, he gave 
me some reason to think there was more re- 
ality in this matter than I was at first ready to 
admit Be this as it may, he laboured much, 
and delighted much in the duty of intercessory 
prayer : .and if the " fervent e^e^tual prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much," it is not un- 
likely that it will at last appear, many hare 
been more indebted to his baievolent interposi- 
tion on their behalf than they were aware of 
Above twenty years ago, a little before the Lord 
poured out ms Spirit in an extraordinary man- 
ner on the people, and multitudes were conver- 
ted from the error of their ways, I remember 
hearing him speak of the agony he felt in se- 
cret, while engaged with God for sinnersL 
•* The weight of their awful state," he observed, 
*^ is so laid on niy soul that even my body seems 
crushed with the load, and I can scarcely stand 
upright" 

One other department of useful and benevo- 
lent exertion, in which the subject of these me- 
moirs laboured with uncommon assiduity, was 
his pious epistolary coriespondence. Whether 
he was herein more useful, or less useful, than 
in any other department^ I have hp. doubt, 
many who did not personally kn^w* hixn, will 
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regard this as the most extraordimiry tradt, in 
his character; when they are informed that, at 
the age of sixty-five, ms utmost performance 
with a pen was barely to subscribe his name; 
Up to this period, I cannot discover that he had 
ever attempted to put to paper a single thought ; 
and, according to what he told me in his last 
sickness, he then deemed himself quite ignorant 
of the art of writing. But he was naturally a 
man of an active mind, and was armed with 
much patient resolution in pursuing any object 
he took in hand; and the circumstances in 
which he was now providentially placed made 
writing a most desirable acquisition. I was re 
moved from him at the distance of fifty miles, 
Qur sweet intercourse was dissolved, and he 
longed for the ability to tell me his thoughts 
and feelings by letter. He took a sheet of papes 
and sat down, for the first time, to speak by such 
a medium ; and though the performance was 
humble, yet, I doubt not, he succeeded far better 
than he expected. It answered a valuable pur- 
pose to him, and was the occasion of much 
gratitude to God. After this, when he became 
die father of many spiritual children in differ- 
ent parts of the county, he was moved to ex- 
hort, and to counsel and comfort them by letters. 
; Thus in the course of a few years, he had » 
f circle of correspondents more numerous than 
that of most men : And if he never attained the 
character of a complete scribe, he learned to 
communicate his thoughts, with ease and comr 
peurati ve perspicuity, to any part of the globe, in a 
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hand little short of elegant for an aged person. 
He put to paper matter enough to fill many 
volumes; liv^ to see his epistles alike es- 
teemed and desired by the humble labourer and 
the learned counsel, the illiterate servant-girl 
and the accomplished lady ; and, what was fer 
better to lum than all this, he had the grreat 
happiness of knowing that his letters did good to 
souk redeemed by the blood of Jesus. But 
for this unparalleled effort of his pious, benevo- 
lent, and ardent mind, the present volume had 
not existed; which, if rendered the means of 
gratifying his numerous friends, and doing 
ffood to others as far as may be reasonably 
hoped for, will, in addition to what was done 
in his life-time, fully justify his uncommon 
effort, and be of more real benefit to the world 
than many noisy imdertakings which promised 
&r more at the outset 



CHAPTER IX. 

On entering 1834, my dear and honoured 
&ther expressed a presentiment which occupied 
his mind, that he had then commenced the 
year which was to terminate his earthly pil- 
grimage. He stated that on one occasion, when 
from home, amidst the displays of the power of 
God among the churches, he was taken illj 
and not knowing how it might go with him, 
while looking up to Him who " giveth to all 
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life and breath and all things," a voice spoke 
to him and said, " I will add to thy days fifteen 
years." That period was just now expired, 
«nd the same authoritative voice seemed to say, 

!•* This year thou shalt die." 
The afiiiction by which it pleased God to re- 
- move him to his heavenly reward commenced 
I about the beginning of August. It was painful 
^ and protracted ; and to some it appeared rather 
mysterious, that one who had so long and so 
eminently walked with Gk)d, and who had in 
such an extraordinary manner gone about doing 
good, should, at the close of his life, be called 
to pass through affliction's furnace, heated even 
hotter than it is wont to be heated. Many had 
fencied that he would enter into the joy of his 
Lord, by a sort of translation. When, there- 
fore, they heard of his severe suffering for many, 
many weeks, their feith in the Divine bene- 
ficence was almost staggered. But where do we 
learn this doctrine, that saints must be exempt 
from suffering, or the goodness of God impeach- 
ed ? Had this state been the final reward of 
the saints, instead of the arena of their probation 
and trial, there would, perhaps, be some ground 
to question the love of God. But seeing their 
stay here is but for a moment, that they are on 
their way to "another and a better world," that 
ihey are to be rewarded there according to their 
works, and that the " faith tried with fire, shall 
be found to praise, and honour, and glory, at 
the appearing of Jesus ;" pain, with grace to 
hear it, must now be ranked among the most 
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precious gifts of heaven. Hence the God of 
our mercies has so laid down the path to grlory, 
as to lead his people through much tribulation 
to enter the kmgaom. In the order of things, 
and to render them the more desirable and 
blissful, ease, and rest, and glory, are to suc- 
ceed pain, and toil, and dishonour. Thus it 
was with Jesus, the Captain of our salvation; 
and thus it was with that " cloud of witnesses" 
who *• obtained a good report through faith." 
We know who has said, ** As many as I love, 
1 rebuke and chasten." And, again : ■*• Every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it that it 
may bring forth more fruit." 

Aug. 13th: — I yesterday visited my dear 
father in his deep affliction. He has now been 
ill about a fortnight. His disease is an in- 
flammation in the bladder ; a complaint often 
incident to old age. Alas ! " his strength is now 
labour and sorrow." I was never before so struck 
with the truth contained in these words. The 
pain is at times excruciating. It was a very 
afflicting scene. This is a dispensation which 
calls loudly for faith in God, both in him, and 
in those who from sympathy suffer with him. 
Soon after I entered the room he turned to me, 
and said with much emotion, " My present ex- 
perience is contained in this verse of cm 
hymn: — 

'He has engross'd my wannest love 
"^ No earthly charm my soul can move ; 

I have a mansion in his heart, . 
Kor death nor hell can mak« us part*^** 
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He afterwards told me, that, in the beginnii^f 
of his afBiction, the adversary had been permitt' 
ed to thrust sore at him. Extreme pain had 
bereft him of his joy, and it was then powerfully- 
suggested, that, so long as he continued in the 
body, it would no more return to him. And to 
enter the valley and shadow of death, without 
one ray of heavenly joy, appeared to him 
gloomy indeed. But whilst he was striving to 
look up for help, and to stay his soul upon God 
amidst the thick rfoom of the temptation, these 
words of the Pssumist brought him very gra- 
cious relief: " Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul ? And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
hope in God ; for I shall yet praise Him, who 
is the health of my countenance and my God." 
From this time ne was enabled to hold the 
enemy at a ^eater distance. At a subsequent 
period, a blessed increase of comfort was 
brought to his soul by a powerful application 
of the words of the prophet, " Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb? 
Yea, they may, yet will I not forget thee ; be- 
hold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands." In his worst moments, he observed, 
he had not felt the slightest doubt of his final 
salvation ; but he seemed scarcely capable of 
finding language sufficiently strong to express 
the sense which he had of his unworthiness and 
unfidthfiilness. All his hope rested exclusively 
on the atonement, in which he trusted and 
gloried. His whole soul appeared to find utter- 
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ance, while he exclaimed in the language of 
Mr. Wesley, — 

" I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me." 

No doubt God will sanctify this most distressing 
dispensation, and bring forth his servant as gold 
seven times purified in the fire. It pleased the 
Father to bruise his Son Jesus ; and thus make 
the Captain of our salvation perfect through 
sufierings ; and herein my dear parent has fel- 
lowship with his Lord and Master. O, may 
his fidtn and patience hold out, and be stronger 
and stronger to the end I Surely it will be so, 
and his final hour bring glory to his God ! 

Monday, 18th. — This morning early I was 
•sent for to attend my &ther, who had been taken 
much worse during the night. I found him in 
great bodily suffering. Since I saw him on 
Wednesday, he had drunk deep of the bitter cup. 
The sight was very distressing to those about 
him. At ten, a.m., he was seized with a con- 
vulsive fit. We then thought the mortal afflic- 
tion was past ; but, afier lying in a state of insen- 
sibility about four hours, he again awoke up in 
a sufiering world; but with a blessed increase 
of the earnest of heaven in his soul. For several 
successive hours he exhibited in lively con- 
versation all the triumph of faith. With a 
countenance illuminated with holy joy, and in a 
tone and emphasis not to be described, he ex- 
claimed, »i I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the feith ; hence- 
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fonh.ihi^e is laid up for m^ a crown of rights* 
ousness, which the Xiord, the righteous Jmep 
shall give me in that day." Never before did J 
hear this beautiful passage quoted aiid applied 
fio appropriately and feelingly. Every clav3e 
aeemed hving truth, exhibiting all the freshness 
of " the tender grass springing out of the earth 
by the clear shining aller rain." ♦* I speak not 
boastingly " says he, *' I am a sinner saved by 
grace,-4he chief of sinners, for whom Jesos died. 

* Surety, who all my debt has paid, 
For all my sins atonement made, 
The Lord my righteousness ;' 

I have no doubt, no fear, all is calm withm ; per 
feet love casteth out fear. I shall spon be witk 
Jesus. 

'Jesus my all in all thou art ; 

My rest in toil, my ease in pain ; 
The medicine of my broken heart; 

In war my peace, in loss my gain : 
My smile beneath the tvrant's frown. 
In shame my glory and my crown.' " 

He then adverted to the assurance of faith, and 
strongly insisted on the Christian's privilege to 
retain the indubitable evidence; observing that, 
" God's word says, * We know that all things 
work together for good,' &c. ; and, again, * We 
know that if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle be dissolved, we have a building of God, 
on house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens; but tqe hope — we trwt — ^but 'jw^ 
2i 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



92S unom av 

know."* Oq a young class-leader,"who was 
present, he urged the necessity and impoitance 
of his using every means to prevent themooabers 
of his little flock from resting short of their 
privileges as believers in Christ. Taking him 
affectionately by the hand, he said, with much 
meaning and emphasis, " My brother, be a 
spiritual guide." 

^ To a young person who came into the room, 
he spoke in very affectionate and affecting terms, 
entreating her at once to give her heart to Grod ; 
biddmgher to behold in him what religion could 
do : now lying as he was on a bed of suffering 
and death. An aged friend taking leave of him, 
who, he feared, was resting short of conversion, 
he very urgently pressed upon her the necessity 
of her more earnestly seeking regeneration, and 
the evidence of the forgiveness of sins. Highly 
to our edification and joy, we now beheld the 
veteran Christian warrior in the bottom of the 
burning fiery furnace, clapping his hands 
amidst the flame, and triumphing and glory- 
ing in his great Deliverer. O, it was good to 
be there : I would not have been absent on any 
account Truly it was a place " privileged be- 
^ yond the common walk of virtuous life, — quite 
in the verge of heaven." I had long seen my 
dear father doing, I now saw him suffering, the 
will of God. Whilst we knelt round his bed 
in prayer, we felt the presence of God in an ex- 
traordinary manner. Glory be to God ! 

Thursday, 2 1 St. — Since Monday, my dear 
^ther has suffered much ; but his soul is more 
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and more humbled and purified. Yesterday 
afternoon, he spoke as one who could scarcely 
bear the sight of himself. He seemed to see 
80 many imperfections in his life, that he durst 
not look at it, but at the blood of the cross alone. 
•* Christ," says he, " must be all in all. He 
ever liveth to make intercession for us ; what 
should I do without this?" Feeling from 
strong pain, and there being too much ground 
to apprehend an increase, he begged us to pray 
that his feith might not fail him. " O !" says 
he, " that I had wings like a dove ; for then 
would I fly away, and. be at rest. I would 
hasten my escape from the windy storm and 
tempest But tne Lord is too good to be un- 
kind, and too wise to err. May he give me aoi 
increase of faith 1" I said, "Father, in due 
season you shall reap." He instantly replied, 
with much emphasis, " Yes ; if I faint not." 
And it may be remarked, from the general tone 
of his conversation that his soul was so duly bal- 
anced on the " truth as it is in Jesus," that he 
seemed equally aUve to man's faithfulness and 
God's free grace. Hence, when any one spoke 
of his devoted life, he would eagerly introducel 
the blood of the covenant* and, on the other 
hand, when the great and precious promises 
were held forth to him, he would carefully and 
incessantly remind himself and us of the cha- 
racters to whom alone they belonged. 

Saturday, 23rd. — I set up last night, with my 
dear afflicted &ther. At times, his suflerings 
are still very acute ^ but as his natural constitu- 
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don ffl 80 remarkably good, though he take» 
little or no sustenance, his trying affliction has 
not yet made that inroad upon his strength 
which indicates a near approach of dissolution. 
While awake he is generally in the attitude of 
prayer. He is increasingly jealous, lest he 
should, in his extreme suffering, dishonour God 
by any symptoms of impatience. Faith and 
patience, and resignation, are graces for the in- 
crease of which he is incessantly crying to God. 
He manifestly aims, with the same ardour of 
desire, and strength of resolution, at suffering 
the will of God, as he formerly did at doing it 
But, in suffering, he has to contend against the 
whole tide of his nature ; whereas, in doing, he 
was following after, and acting in accordance 
with, the natural bias of his mind. Activity 
was ever his element ; to passing sufferings he 
has, till now, been a comparative stranger ; but, 
in addition to his other eminent attainments in 
the Divine life, his Heavenly Father now sees 
it meet, before he takes him to his rest, to re- 
quire him to learn to suffer. O that God may 
graciously help him to endure hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ, mitigate his pains, 
shorten the period of his fiery trial, and honour 
his servant in the final hour with his special 
presence! 

September 2nd. — Since the above record, 
I have spent some days and nights with my 
fether ; he still remains the subject of deep af- 
fliction ; nor is there any immediate prospect 
c>f Ms entering into that state where there is no 
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pain. Befexring to this, he observed, " I se^ 
no end;" bnt correcting himseli^ he added, 
'* This is the language of sense, not of faith." 
Often, in the paroxysms of pain, he cries out, 
in a very affecting manner, " Precious Jesua^ 
help thy s^nrant!" He is more and uiore 
given to prayer; and frequently, in a very ex- 
pressive manner, begs of God to g}\^ him — 

** A soxrl inured to pain." 

No murmuring expression ever drops from his 
lips; he manifestly has a great abhorrence of 
charging God foolishly. It is very evident, in-r 
deed, that his patience, resignation, and acqui* 
escence in the Divine will are on the increase. 
These are graces, not only unconsnmed, but ' 
green and flourishing, amidist the flaming fire. 
At different times he would say, " What a mer- 
cy, I feel no condemnation ; and as to my af- 
fliction, I am thankful I brought it not upon 
myself; it is the lot which God has chosen for 
me." The sayings of my mother, in her last 
severe affliction are now femiliar and dear to 
him: On which he observed, " I wonder I have 
■ not in past years thought more of them." I 
I mentioned that several of his old friends at 
} Mousehole had been very affectionately inquir- 
1 ing afler him. With much emotion, he said, 
•' They are dear to me, and I suppose I am dear 
to them." I read to him the last chapter of 
St John's Gospel When I came to that part 
in which Christ commanded Peter to fbed hid 
^het p, he was much affected, ai^d said, wit> 
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considerable emotion, " I have considered that 
God ako once gave me a particular commission 
to feed his sheep j and I We felt it to be my 
delight to minister to them, and help the feebfe 
of the flock." 

Saturday, 6th. — I remained with my rather 
last night. He is much the same ; though his 
pain is not quite so great or incessant But as 
he takes little food or natural rest, the body is 
necessarily sinking. He breathes submission 
to the Divine will, and longs earnestly for his 
change. His esteemed friend, Mr. J. Boase, 
called to see him to-day. The interview affect- 
ed him a great deal While they talked over 
past and present mercies, they seemed to mount 
high in the chariot of Amminadab, and my 
fether was " lost in wonder, love, and praise r 
But when he thought of their long, affectionate, 
and happy intercourse, connected as it now was 
with the impression that he should see the fece 
of his beloved friend no more, his feelings for a 
time overwhelmed him. While he prayed with 
him, Mr. B. was deeply affected. " I felt, indeed,'* 
he has since observed, " the truth and force of 
that fine sentiment of Young, — 

' The chamber where the good man meets his fiate, ' 
Is privileged above the common walk 
Ofvirtuous life -.—quite in the verge of heaven.' " 

It was felt truly to be " the gate of heaven, into 
which his happy spirit was tnen about to enter." 
Two of his old and much-loved fnends, from 
PoQsanooth, also called to see him, and wers 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MR. WU.LIAlt 0A&TO8SO. 327 

much affected while they beheld hkn on the bed 
of affliction. My father also wept much, while 
they stood weeping over him, and pressed his 
hand very tenderly to their lips. Full of holy 
animation, and abounding in hope, he gave 
utterance to hia feelings, by exclaiming, — 

" * My God, I am thine ! what a comfort divine ; 
\ What a blessing to know that my Jesus is mine !' 

" Hallelujah 1 I am on my journey home." I 
read to him the address of the Conference, which 
had just come to hand. He was much interested 
with it ; and when I told him that sixty young 
men had this year gone out as travelling- 
preachers, he fervently prayed that the presence 
of God might go with them; and that their 
labours might be made a blessing to the church 
of God. 

Saturday, 13th. — I spent the last night with 
my&ther, and had much profitable conversation 
with him. Truly be suffers as a Christian. His 
passive graces shine more and more con- 
spicuously. He greatly triumphed and rejoiced 
in the application of that precious promise to his 
soul, "My grace is sufficient for thee." With 
many tears, he said, " I am an unprofitable ser- 
vant; but, giving all the glory to God, I am 
not only a witness that Jesus hath power upon 
earth to forgive sin, but also. that he can cleanse 
from all unrighteousness." He again and 
again requested, if any thing were said of him 
after he was gone, great care might be taken to 
ascribe nothing to him — nothing to nature. I 
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wtiSf irmy affectionately and faJtWully ttfewi- 
nishedtobe increasingly ardent in preaching 
CSirist and full salvation ; and his piotrs and 
Ijffec^g ejtfiortation was mingled with many 
tears, aAd fervent ejaculations for my saccess in 
winning liowk To one of hw grand-danghters, 
who had recently joined the society, while he 
held her hcuMi, he gave the most Idthfol, and 
tender, and urgent advices ; accompanied by hi» 
prayefil and beh^CtiOne^. The Lord has seen 
K meet, in his inscrutable wisdon* and infinite 
mercy^ to continue the heoiy burden of his 
ItfBictioii; but under it lie blessedly suppoita 
hhn,« and makes hirri a blessing to n^anv who 
approach his dyingf bed. Accordmg to hi$ N^rvent 
desires^ and pray^s, and h6p6!s, may Grod mor^ 
iiid mord strengthen hinl tHth might in the 
inner man I 

Saturday^ 26th.— My dear ajffiict^d &ther is 
noi^ evidently fast sinking in the outward man, 
itit his 66nMehte in Jehovah i^ ste^a£^ ttbmo v- 
ahie. The heirt of the furnace still inereasfes, vtid 
iiodiing ^hort of an Abi-ahamic &ith can support 
the •* strong, commanding eividence** of Gwd 
unchanging love. Btit hei i^ unbiirned iii fire^ 
fmd appears to behoMerii a bless^ moniimcaif 
of tire power of religion. With tears and hid 
own indeseribable enyphasis, he repeated those 
Ibettxtiful vers6s; — 

"^nicmgh waves and storms go o^er my head r 

l^hoDgb strength, and health, and friends be | 
Tkpvtgh }Qfs be UritherU all ai^ d^ad, 
I OL And every comfort be withdrawn j 

Si «^* *?> steadfast soul f elieS; 

*wncr, thy mercy never die& ^ 
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** WWA on tliis gtOTuid will IremBtiiy 
Tboufh my heart fail, an^ flesh decay ; 

T his anchor shall my soul sustain, 
when earth's foundations melt away ; 

Mercy's ftiU power I then shall prove, 

JjBtvei with ani eterla^ting loire. 

When I informed hiin I was tinder the neoesaky 
of leaving him, to go to my a^ciointment to 
preachy he Ibid me go in the name of the Lord^ 
and fervently tvayed that the Divine presence 
night go with me, and make my testimony a 
special hlesfring to the people. 

Friday, 26th.-^I speirt the two hot days and 
Bights with ray father ; and, blessed be God, they 
isLYe pi^ved days and nights of no ordinary 
apiriiual festivity and profit. Still he sufiers 
much, and his deeh and strength fidl him ; but 
the evideiice is move and more delightfully in- 
dubitable, t^ his soul is built on the Rock of 
Ages. Never, since the commencement of his 
affliction^ have I seen him so exceedingly for 
Hfted above himself At times, for hours to- 
gether, he isl sustained in the highest Christian 
triumph ; when no language of sacred poetry» 
or of the Scriptures, appears too strong to afford 
expression to the vivid feelhigs of his ftdl heart 
Conscious of the abundance of his communka^ 
liotl, and still feeling his soul borne away by 
the coiftstrakiilig l<5t^e of Christ, he often says* 
** tt seems as if I could not hold my tongue." In 
it long and triumphantly anitriated conversation 
^aAj yesterday morning, the 4«Wi ^f truth and 
tete within him was foi«d of^Mrfloi^g wiA 
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riven of living water. In the rich expteiKkma 
of Christian experience, which were poured 
forth from his lips, during this extraordinary 
confession unto salvation, two things appeared 
specially conspicuous ; namely, hSa great jea- 
lousy for the honour and glory of Qod, in guard- 
ing against every word that might have the 
sl^htest appearance of self in it ; and his eager 
desire that no part of the truth of God might be 
denied, of which Qod had made him a living 
witness. He sinks low before the thnme ; buti 
while he fiills down and clings to the feet of 
Jesus, by the hand of Him who rests in his love 
and rejoices over him to do him good^ he is lifted 
up to sit in heavenly places. l£s heart seemed 
to dance with rapture at the mention of Jesus' 
charming name. At different times, and in 
various ways, he expressed his ardent desire for 
the increasmg prosperity of the cause of God 
in the earth. On its bemg mentioned that the 
journal which he had written with so much 
pains and pravers, would probably be published 
after his deatn, he requested that if any gain 
should arise from the publication, beyond the 
cost of printing, it might be given to promote 
the spr^ of the kingdom of Christ in the 
worlo. 

Oct. 13th, Monday.— This day, at half-past 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, my honoured 
and dear ftither entered triumphantly into "the 
rest that remaineth for the people of God." In 
the last fortnight, though ne suffered much, it 
^'^ not 80 acutely as in the former part of hit 
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afflictioiL He gradually declined in strength, 
and at intervals his mind a little wandered. 
With fervent longing, he looked forward to 
his inheritance above, and often repeated, — 

" When shall I see the welcome hour 
That plants my Ood in me V^ 

ftllttding, as he himself explained it, to "* mor- 
telity being swallowed up of life." For some 
days he had dwelt with great delight on that 
beautiful and&vourite passage of Peter, "Whom 
having not seen ye love ; in whom, though now 

Je see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
>y unspeakable and full of glory" His mind 
at times appeared much occupied about the fu- 
ture welfare of those whom God had given 
him, as children in the hith: In death, as life, 
they were dear to him ; and, at different times, 
he said, with much emotion, " Now we live, if 
ye stand fast in the Lord." Yesterday morning 
he talked of his funeral very particularly, and 
expressed much thankfulness, as he had oflen 
done before, for the kind attention of those who 
had so assiduously attended on him during his 
long and tedious illness. And now, in stronc^ re- 
membrance of his character as a sinner, about 
to enter the presence of Gtod, he observed, in 
his own peculiar manner, " I have this morn- 
ing been looking about for my sins, but I cannot 
find any of them ; they are all gone." Towards 
night he sank into a lethargy and lay without 
speech or motion, on his leU side, more than 
twelve hours. About eleven this morning, re* 
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colleetioa and the power of speech atgani 
returned He a^ed for my brother and \>eing 
informed that he was at hand, he inqnired tf 
mj HSter waa present ; when told she was, he 
said something indistmctly, which it was 
thought was an incj^uiry after me ; but I was ab- 
sent He now signified his wish that they 
should join with hun in prayer. While they 
were kneelinsf round his dying bed, commgaich 
ing his departing spirit into the bands of his Crea« 
tor and Redeemer, he was full of hc^y animation, 
and devoutly and very loudly rei^nded to the 
sereral petitions which were offered up in hia 
behalf On their rising from their ki^es, he 

five them his parting benediction, saying with 
rvour, "God bkss you all!" And now^ 
grateful that>he had so nearly and so happily 
finished his work on earth, and having the hea- 
venly crown and heavenly host full in view, 
with an indescribable expression o[ joy and 
triumph in his countenance, and with much of 
his own tone and manner when in the hap- 
laest momenta of health and strength, he g«v9 
out,^- 

•* Praise €h>d ! from whom all blessings How," — 

and then attempted to raise the tune. This way 
the more astonishing to those who stood around 
him, as he had not sung before during his afflic- 
tion. But he could not finish his chorus <x^ 
earth, for while thus in the act of praising Grod 
J^ his dying breath, his voice was literally 
^oit in deaths and he sndde^y and sweetlji 
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wi^out ptiin or titrttgglia, fell asleep in JemsL 
. Just after he had apparently ceased to breathe, 
while one present was mentioning the circum- 
stance of dying Christians sometimes giving a 
sign with their hands when they felt great sup- 
port beyond the period of utterance, he lifted up 
his left hand ana arm, and then let them gently 
ftiU till they moved no more. Thus died 
Willkm Carvosso, in the eighty-fifth year <rf 
his age, and the sixty-fourth of his Christian 
warftire. 

On the Thursday following h» remains were 
interred in the burying-ground belonging to the 
chapel at Ponsanooth, in the same grave with 
the remains of my dear mother. For very 
many years did he look forward with pleasure 
and delight to the period when his dust should 
lie mouldering in that tomb^ and his spirit be 
with God. As the day was wet and unfavour- 
able, the distance to the chapel about five miles, 
and the circumstance of the funeral being known 
only in a very limited degree, most of his friends 
were deprived of the pleasure of attending his 
body to the grave. Yet, as it was, there was a 
large concourse of people ; among whom were 
several travelling-preachers, and many respect- 
able friends, from the dii^nce of fifteen or 
twenty miles or upwards. 

In accordance with my father's wish, his 
highly-esteemed friend, the Rev. W. Lawry, 
preached his funeral sermon at Ponsanooth, 
from 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8, to an immensely crowded 
and deeply interested congregation. His death 
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was also improved, and a sketch of his diarac^ 
ter gtyenj from various pulpits in different parts 
of the district. 

Mr. LAwry has kindly furnished the editor 
with the following judicious remarks on the 
character of the deceased: 

" Of few men could it be said with more 
propriety, than of your late venerable &ther, 
*He walked with God.' That which many 

Craons, of equal mental power with himself 
ve sought for years to understand, and have 
turned over many volumes to find out, he would 
get a full sight of at once before the throne of 

CLce. He was eminently a man taught of the 
rd ; and would, therefore, learn more of the 
Divine nature, more of the evil of sin, mote of 
the beauty of holiness, more of theology in 
general, in a few hours' earnest prayer, than 
many others, of the same rank and advantages, 
in as many years. He did not go round about 
to establish his own righteousness, but always 
took the short road, and came at once to the 
£}untain head. He well knew the doctrine 
which * speaketh on this wise. Say not, in thine 
heart. Who shall ascend into heaven ? (that 
is, to bring Christ down from above :) Or, who 
shall descend into the deep 1 But what saith 
it ? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart : that is the word of feith which 
we preach.' The Bible was supreme authority 
with him. From its decision he appealed not 
To this simplicity of aim and conversation may 
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be attributed, in a high degree, his pre-eminent 
attainments in experimental and practical reli- 
gion. His eye was single, and his whole body 
was full of light. He was remarkable for seiz- 
ing on every opportunity of conversing with 
whomsoever he met, upon the state of their 
souls and the way to the kingdom. This was 
his element, his forte, his special path of useful- 
ness. In the exercise of this talent, upon old or 
young, saint or sinner, friend or stranger, at 
nome or abroad, with an individual or in com- 

ry with many, he seemed never to faint or 
weary. He was an evangelist, who went 
from house to house, conversing freely with all 
on sacred things, and generally praying before 
he left the family, fii this work of faith and 
labour of love he rarely gave offence; though, 
sometimes, this would follow ; and yet the very 
person so offended would often wish to see him 
again ; and not unfrequently, at the second in- 
terview, the eyes which had previously be- 
tokened anger would now fill with penitential 
tears. He dwelt little on speculative theology ; 
he was not a man of extensive reading; he 
never meddled with other people's matters, or 
things which did not concern him. He kept 
close to the Bible and Mr. Wesley's Works ; 
especially his Hymn-Book; and had a very 
high esteem for the Life and Letters of Mrs. H. 
A. Rogers. To these he appealed wherever 
he went ; and showed their true meaning by 
the light of his hallowed spirit and conversation. 
I have often observed that a verse from the 
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hfB^'hock^ quoted by him in the fuU glow of 
his pious remarks, would assume a freshness 
and a beauty not previously seen. Hia dis- 
course had m it a salt which never IcHSt ils 



To what Mr. Lawry says of my Other's walk 
with Qod, and his preeminent attainments in 
experimental religion, I wish to add a remark 
or two : He certainly did live in an extraordi- 
nary manner under the influence of the realiz- 
ing light of faith. His interior eye was opened, 
and the Invisible appeared to his wonaerinff 
and adoring mind. When I met in class witn 
him his communications concerning the God 
"in whom we live, and move, and have our 
being," were very striking, and such, I think, 
as I have heard from no other. I can never 
forget the manner in which, at one time, he 
«poke of his awe of the majesty of God, and of 
his consciousness of being surrounded by the 
Divine presence: As if crushed beneath the 
weight of glory, amidst streaming tears of joy, 
he exclaimed, ** O what a being God is f ' la 
his walk it is evident God drew very near to . 
him, and treated him with the condescension, 
the confidence, and the familiarity of one whom 
he called his "friend." This is abundantly 
manifest from various records in the preceding 
pages. 

His attainments in Christian experience are 
justly characterized as *' pre-eminent." When 
fl>eaking on this subject, which ia doubtless the 
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root of the matter, he was ever at home : Thk 
is well known to tens of thousands. Our larger 
love-feasts furnished him with fine oppoitmii- 
ties for pouring forth the fulness of ms warm 
heart Never did this £ivourite Methodist or- 
dinance app^r to more advantage than wh^i 
he opened his mouth to witness his good cxm< 
fession before a thousand witnesses. The fear 
of man, so commonly a snare on these occasions^ 
had here no power over him ; for the love that 
casteth out fear appeared now his peculiar ele- 
ment This gave him a door of utterance, ami 
the whole multitude |^lorified Qod in him. In 
the general cast of his experience there was 
^eat simplicity and soundness, great depth and 
triumph. There was no art, nor appearance of 
art; all was natural and legitimate cause and 
effect Gk)d moved on his heart; the fire 
kindled within him ; then spake he wkh lus 
tongue. Sound speech, which could not be con- 
demned even by those who are of the c<mtrary 
part, was the common dress of his thoughts con- 
cerning the Idngdom within him. He was re- 
markably scriptural. It was evident he was no 
more spoiled by vain philosophy than he was 
the captive of wild enthusiasm. The record 
which God had given him concemincf his Son, 
he believed with all his heart, and to him it was 
the only and sufficient rule. The wildness of 
ipeech and action which some good people have 
nulen into^ in him stood reproved. Aa to the 
depth of his experience, by the suffrages of all, • 
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atejexc^lM l^e* TIm honour c^ a profiwof 
,Qi tbe deep thiop of Qod was long conceded to 
j^jia. He di^ d^p, and brought. fortb t]>ea8a3K9 
f^djuid new from the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, dwpUing ia his heart by feith. He had 
^pllim IQ aU the gre^t and precious promises ccm- 1 
jil^inWg the image of God within; and wheuj 
^'^h his lips he pronounced thegoa as descripdre " 
ii^his own experience they bore the st^np and 
ilifjE^shnefss of Uving truth. Withib a few feisi of 
^e .#ppt where I now write, I remember his 
t^f^goding up, above twenty years ago, before a 
1^ CQlicQurse in a lovQ-ieast, when he described 
Ms l^rogress into the depths of holiness under 
ija^ unag^ of Esddei's yision of the holy 
waters. His feeling, his voice, his actioo, roee 
ydth the subject till the effect was indescribahle. 
Cut deep experience is not always what is termed 
happv experience : gome Christians drink deq) 
into the Spirit, who are not generally remarkabk 
for the triumph of iaith. Not so my father: He 
^It that while he possessed a religion whidi 
brought, him righteousness, it brought him also 
icy in the Holy Ghost His religicm made 
nim ha{a>y. That was evident to all ; and the fol- 
.ne9S and constancy of the earnest of heaven in 
his breast, added much to the interest which he 
j^xdHed. When he visited Polperro on cme 
ii9O0asion, the intelligent and. eminent Dr. 0., 
lOf that place, wrote to me socm after in N^ 
S^uth W^es, and made some remarks on Us 
^9imof^^Tj character. He thought hii)i a 
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tnweranffelist; and observed, tliat the solid ttnd 
cheerfoi happiness which he aroeared habi- 
tually to possess, standing, as it did, in connex- 
ion with age so advanced, greatly contributed 
to render him a phenomenon of striking in- 
terest 



The story of this little volume will now be 
concluded by a brief notice of a few of the many 
practical and instructive lessons which it is 
calculated to teach. * 

1. It shows the reality and blessedness of 
true religion. Here is a man who was the 
slave of ignorance and sin, instantaheously 
routed and transformed by the call and energy 
of the Gospel ministry; and, for more than 
threescore years, the principle of fervent piety 
thus implanted by the finger of God, is evinced 
by great moral rectitude, sublime mental en- 
joyments, and by the continued exercise of a salu- 
tary and powerful influence in promoting the 
solid happiness of those belonging to the circle 
m which he moved. What has infidelity to 
oppose to this feet, or to compare with it ? 

2. It furnishes a commendable example of 
industry and resolution in acquiring the know- 
ledge of the useful arts, under circumstances of 
g^reat difficulty and discouragement. A raan^f 
aixhT'five learns to write ; and applies the vii- 
luable acquisition, very extensively, to purposes 
of greiit importance both to himself ahd to 
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oQiers. Let ifais &ct stihiulate exertion in the 
who are in any wise similarly circumstance^ 

3. It shows that a man unendowed wj 
either distinguished talents or office, may \ 
come great in usefulness among his neighl>()ui 
so great, that it is not easy to find a paral 
even among men of mind, educatior and ofi( 
The subject of the foregoing pages was a m 
of plain understanding, without any apprjoc 
to wit or humour, possessing, as we see, n 
the advantages of the commonest educatioo 
yet, with fidth in Jesus Christ, pains and o 
tience, he attains not only great virtues, butai 
great views and great energies ; and last, o 
least, the distinpfuished honour of being b 
loved and blessed as the friend of thousand 

4. It sets before the eyes of the churchc 
example of stability in Christian professid 
Let the young professor be hereby encouragi 
to confide in Him who is "able to save nil 
the uttermost ;" and let " unstable souls" sbi 
tears of penitential sorrow while they beholi 
man walking in the integrity of his Christt 
profession more than sixty years ; " turning d 
aside, either to the right hand or to the left" 

5. It speaks loudly to parents professing go 
liness, who have children grown to maturitj 
yet "without Christ, being aliens from tl 
commonwealth of Israel." Their duty and the 
privilege are here set before them ; Their dv\ 
to exercise unquenchable desire, and arde 
efibrt for the conversicm of their tons and dau^ 
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B ; and their high privilege of bec<Hnlng rela- 
Ito them by ties more dear and tender * h^n 
pse of flesh and blood. 

6. It shows to pious persons who have re* 
;ed from business, how happily and usefully 
ey may fiJ^ up the eve of fife, provided God 
)a jet ccM^onued to them a measure of health 
id ^ength Here is one, who, after he had 

g[uired a moderate competency, la3rs aside the 
rid as a garment : and, though now verging 
iwards his "three-score years and ten,*' he 
arts in a new career of piety and usefulness 
J which " his last days become best days," 
3th with regard to his personal peace, and to 
le active benevolence of his life. 

7. It shows how practicable it is for Chris- 
BBS to do good in their social intercourse ; pro- 
ided, that with a devout and spiritual mind, 
Ley give religion that decidea prominence 
hich its infinitely momentous interests very 
iturally and justly claim. To this branch of 
Hiristian usefulness, the subject of this volume 
rought no superior conversational powers, but 
ich as rise spontaneously from a full heart. 
Hiat he did in this way — and certainly he did 
onders — ^may, unquestionably, to a great ex- 
Dt, be accomplished by ten thousand other 
vers of ** the truth as it is in Jesus." 

8. It shows, in the great work of saving the 
lul, the corresponding and reciprocal import- 
ice of the two-fold agency, himian and Divine. 
Hiile most of the &cts here stated clearly ma* 
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nifest **tlie power of God unto Salvation," jnl 
are many of them so evidently made to depeoi 
on human instrumentality, as to say to our coik* 
sciences, ** Ye have not, because ye ask not." 

9. It speaks very forcibly to tliose who wish 
to be u^ful in the church, and says, " Have 
&ith in God ; for all things are possible to him 
that believeth." A Christian believer is here 
set before us, ardently desirous of saving souls 
from death ; &ith in God through Christ is his 
perpetual theme ; and hereby he becomes an 
extraordinary useful character. 

1 0. It shows, with the force of demcmstration, 
that the Gospel offers a free, fiill, an^ present 
salvation. Perhaps these three important poiata 
have seldom been more clearly established 
within so narrow a compass. 

1 1. It evinces how very simple is the method 
of salvation by&ith, and how efficacious on the 
heart aind life is that faith, when it lays hold on 
the atoning blood, and the great and precious 
promises made to us through that sacrifice. 

12. Finally, it exhibits a pleasing instance of 
the powerful effects of individual human in- 
fluence, and th^ admirable economy of the 
Wesleyan-Methodists in bringing that mfluence, 
when .Tight-directed, to bear on human societv. 
Here is an humble individual in private liik 
He is determined on going to heaven himself; 
ahd has his heart set on the great work of mov^ 
ing as many thitherward as possible. Witiis 
«ml filled with feith and love, he exhorts oa^ 
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WtA imether, and ttnothei; and Mte them |a 
tnotioh towards the better country : He moveb 
from pflace to place, and similar effects follow: 
Then he sits dotvn in his little chamber, learns 
to write, and^ by his epstolary correspondexice, 
keeps those in motion that he liad already movedi 
Till shortly, by an effort, in the feebleness of 
age, bis pious influence is found, directly, or in- 
directly, acting powerfully on the minds of 
thousands, distributed in the viatious intermedi- 
ate places between Saltash and the Land's End. 
But, for his personal and relative good he was 
indebted to Methodism. Although a constant 
attendant at the parish church for above twenty 
years, he knew nothing of religion, but lived in 
utter spiritual darkness and sin, till he heard 
the first sermon by a Methodist preacher. This 
was the immediate instriunent of an entire 
change of heart and life. Inducted into the 
ranks of Methodism, it was quickly perceived 
he was capable of being useful ; and accordingly 
the subordinate, but important, office of class- 
leader was assigned to him. This was his 
place. In the service of sixty years, he never 
rose above it, or rendered himself unworthy of 
it And in conformity to the genius of Christi- 
anity, and the aggressive principle of the rules 
of the body, he exhorted, reproved, or instructed 
all with whom he had intercourse. Methodism is 
one, in every town, in every village. Wherever 
he came by the clue of friendship and impulse 
of duty, his character, his office were resp^^tedf 
he naturally found a wider door of usefulness 
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open to him ; and, in the short space of a few 
days, he came into personal and &miliar contu^t 
With hundreds of souls, hungering and thirsting 
wAex righteousness, who rejoiced in his iigk, 
and caught an increase of heavenly fire, from 
the Spirit of burning, which so eminently dwelt 
in him. 

** Macb loye I ought to know, 
For I have much forgiven." 
•* Before the throne my Surety stands. 
My name is written on his hands." 



THE END. 
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